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Ex-PNP officer Jaylo 
wanted but won't 
surrender, says lawyer 


Ex-treasurer gets 17 years 
over missing P26,000 in 1976 
By Nelson F Flores 


FOR JUST P25,960 IN un- 
accounted public funds, a 
72-year-old former munici- 
pal treasurer of Lamut, ifu- 
gao, has been sentenced to 
17 years in prison. 
Ironically for allegedly 
misusing P728 million in 
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people's champion arriyes 
Friday; first stop, Palace 


By Gil C. Cabacungan Jr. and Tina G. Santos 


AFTER DAZZLING PRESIDENT MACAPAGAL-AR- 
royo with his boxing prowess, Manny Pacqulao is 
making sure his main political patron gets to 
know his emerging talent—singing. 

Conrado "Dodie" Limcauco, Cabinet officer for 
presidential events, sald Malacafiang expected Pao- 
quiao to give Ms Arroyo а copy of his multi 
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Head of Palace 
guards replaced 


CLOSER TO THE PEOP! 


President Arroyo visits the Parola compound in Tondo on 


Wednesday for an interaction with the poor residents and local representatives there. She 


steps outside the barangay hall to hold the meeting closer to the overflow crowd. 


nde, 


No-El alive after all; Palace 
says no consensus on issue 


By Christine О, Avendaño, 
Armand N. Nocum and T] Burgonio 


“NO-EĽ IS NOT DEAD, AFTER ALL. 

‘Malacafiang yesterday clarified that the 
Council of State had yet to come up with a 
consensus on whether the 2007 election 
should be scrapped because those present at 
the meeting on Tuesday did not go to the ex- 
tentof voting for the proposal 

То emphasize the point, the Palace released 


а communique of the Council of State, detail- 
ing the issues that were agreed upon by the 
body, which did not include the no-election 
proposal. 

In his weekly news conference, Executive 
Secretary Eduardo Ermita said he did not re- 
call hearing any debate on whether the 2007 
election should be held or scrapped. 

"There was no consensus because (the is- 
sue] was not thrown to the оог..." Ermita 

NO-RL/ AA 


But GMA courts 
soldiers with 
P1.5-B release 
for their housing 


ву бї С. Cabacungan Jr, Dona 
Pazzibugan and Т] Burgonio 


AMID YET ANOTHER THREAT 
of a coup d'etat, President 
Macapagal-Arroyo is replacing 
the head of the Presidential Se- 
curity Group (PSG) even as she 
courts the support of the mili- 
tary with promises of housing 
benefits. 

‘The lack of housing facilities for soldiers 
was one of dhe grievances raised by rebel 
soldiers in the 2003 failed coup. 

‘The departure of Brig. Gen. Delfin Bangit 
as PSG chief could be a sign that paranoia 
has set in in Malacafang following the es- 
cape of Magdalo officers who staged a 
failed coup in 2003, a military analyst said 
yesterday 

"My theory is that Gloria is getting para- 
noid. How could you not be paranoid with 
all the things that you're doing and with all 
the pressure that you're facing?” said the 
military analyst, who asked mot to be 
named for obvious reasons. 

The analyst, a former military officer, 
said Bangit’s departure could have been 
prompted by a security lapse, and not by 
questions on his loyalty. 

“He's a very loyal person, Probably, he 
wasn't able to insulate the close-in security 
from contamination by the rebel military 
group," he said. 

National Security Adviser Norberto Gon- 
zales disclosed last week another assassina- 
tion plot against the President, which he 
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By Cynthia Balana 


tending 


Arroyo on Tuesday. 
Former 


NO REGRETS on her 73rd 
of State meeting, ex-President Cory Aquino hears Mass with her family 
at the Christ the King Parish at San Isidro Pamplona, Las Piñas City, 

where she also visited her microfinance project beneficiaries. 


Cory says too much 
focus on Charter change 


THE WOMAN WHO CREATED 
the Council of State in 1987 said 
she had no regrets about not at- 
the council meeting 
called by President Macapagal: 


President 
Aquino, who celebrated her 73rd 
birthday yesterday, formed the 
council to advise the incumbent 
President on pressing issues that 


day, including not attending the Council 


psvuon 


impacton the national welfare. 
e just heard what Sen. Kiko 
Pangilinan had said. He was say- 
ing that he thought more issues 
would have been addressed. 1 
supposed there was much focus 
on Charter change,” Aquino said. 
Senate Majority Leader Francis 
Pangilinan, who was present at 
the meeting, lamented that the 
executive order creating the 
council was meant to be “an advi- 
CORYIAS 
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Pope’s first encyclical: Miriam scores; VFA office abolished 


Back to basics and love 


VATICAN CITY—POPE BENEDICT 
XVI on Wednesday said in his first 
encyclical that фе Roman 
Catholic Church had no desire to 
govern states or set public policy, 
but at the same time could not re- 
main on the sidelines in the fight 
for justice. 

in the long-awaited document 
“God is Love,” Benedict explored 
the relationship between God's 


‘Hello Garci’ probe 
began with a bang, 
ended in a whimper 


By Michael Lim Ubac 


love for mankind and the 
Church's works of charity, saying 
the two were intrinsically linked 
and form the foundation of the 
Christian faith, 

‘The 71-page encyclical, eager- 
ly watched for clues about Bene- 
dices major concerns, will likely 
characterize his early pontificate 
as one in which he sought to re- 

POPE'S/ Ab 


AFTER EIGHT MONTHS AND 14 HEARINGS, 
the most celebrated inquiry in the history of 
the House of Representatives closed yester- 
day without closure, with the truth still up in. 
the ай, according to lawmakers, 

Virgilio Garcillano—star witness and pro- 
tagonist in the “Hello Garci” mystery—of- 
fered no clue whatsoever on the political mys- 
tery that nearly unseated President Macapa- 
gal-Arroyo, 

Gareillano said on the last day of the joint 

наком 


House like his passport being check: 


Custodlo,Gilbert Remulla and Joel Villanueva. No closure at the close of the Inquiry, 


By Philip C. Tubeza 


THE EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR OF THE PRESI- 
dential Commission on the Visiting Forces 
‘Agreement (VFAGom) appears headed to los- 
ing his office a day after he warned against 
the proposed junking of the controversial 
agreement. 

President Macapagal-Arroyo has decided to 
abolish the commission because it "duplicates" 
the functions of the bicameral Legislative Over- 
sight Committee on the VFA (Lovfa), Sen. Miri- 
am Defensor-Santiago said yesterday. 


L 


AS USUAL, Garclllano's answers raise more questions at the final wiretapping hearing at the 


CREWS 
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Foreign Secretary Alberto Romulo also in- 
dicated that Zosimo Paredes—the most often 
quoted official of the commission since the al- 
leged rape of a Filipino woman by a group of 
US Marines last Nov. 1—could not speak in 
behalf of the administration on the РА. 

^[Ms Arroyo] is convinced that [the VFA- 
Com] is redundant because it duplicates the 
work of the Lovfa, and it requires an appropri- 
ation of P20 million a year, Santiago said, 
adding: 

“And from what law school did he (Paredes) 
graduate? He does not know his law.” 


ced out (at right) by minority lawmakers like arten 


But the commission, which is under the Of- 
fice of the President, runs on a budget of P2 
million a year drawn from that office, Paredes 
said. 

Santiago, who cochairs the Lovía along 
with Cebu Rep. Antonio Cuenco and who has 
recommended the termination and renegotia- 
tion of the УРА, also said Paredes was "pub- 
licly reprimanded” by Romulo during the Sen- 
ate hearing on the budget of the Department 
of Foreign Affairs. 

"He was told to stop making comments be- 
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Another Oakwood 
mutineer is missing 


A'SEVENTH JUNIOR OFFICER LINKED TO 
the July 27, 2003 Oakwood mutiny has gone 
missing, according to the Philippine Army. 
Army 2nd Lt. Angelbert Gay, a member of 

Philippine Military Academy Class 2000, went 
AWOL [absent without official leave] last Jan. 
Sand was dropped from the rolls 10 days later. 

* Gay and 70 other junior Army officers were 
charged with gross misconduct after their names 
appeared in a diskette allegedly recovered from. 
ie Oakwood Premier hotel at the Ayala Center, 
sene of the failed 2003 mutiny. They were not 

tained but were placed instead under the cus- 
ду of their respective units. 
“Не was dropped from the rolls on Jan. 16. 
‘We have no information if he has linked up 
with the other &scapees,” Army spokesman 
Maj. Bartolome Bacarro said. 

. бау went missing more than a week before 
four other Army junior officers implicated in 
Sie Oakwood mutiny - Capt. Nathaniel 
Rabonza, Ist Lts. Lawrence San Juan, Sonny 
Sarmiento and Patricio Bumidang Л. - es- 
сарей from a high-security detention facility 
in Fort Bonifacio on the night of Jan. 17. 

Last Tuesday, Army 2nd Lt. Aldrin Baldona- 

do declared in a statement that he, too, had es- 


caped from the Custodial Management Unit 
last Jan. 18 after he was arrested and detained 
for being allegedly part of a coup d'etat plot. 

Last Dec. 14, Marine Capt. Nicanor Fael- 
don, one of the alleged ring leaders of the 
Oakwood mutiny slipped past his military es- 
corts after a hearing at the Makati Regional 
‘Trial Court where he and the others were be- 
ing tried on coup d'etat charges. 

"The escape of the "Magdalo" rebel officers 
has triggered fresh speculation of a planned 
coup d'etat, and the top military brass said ear- 
ly this week that such a plot actually existed. 

Gay last reported to his assigned unit, the 
‘Army Headquarters and Headquarters Support 
Group [GI] just before the Christmas holidays, 
according to Bacarro. He said Gay had previous- 
ly gone AWOL from Oct. 20 to Nov. 7 last year. 

Meanwhile, the Army denied Baldonadols daim 
that he was arrested and detained last Jan. 18. 

‘According to Bacarro, Baldonado had gone 
‘AWOL on Jan.5 but reported back on Jari. 16 
and was “called for investigation” on Jan. 18 
but went AWOL again. 

"He has incriminated himself" said Bacarro, 
referring to Baldonado's admission that he had 
linked up with the four escaped Magdalo rebels. 


Comelec turns to Indian technology 


By Jerome Aning 


THE COMMISSION ON ELECTIONS IS 
turning to Indian technology in its renewed 
‘quest to acquire automated voting and count- 
ing machines for next year's mid-term polls. 

Comelec Chair Benjamin Abalos St. seemed 
impressed with the demonstration mounted yes- 
terday by India's chief elections commissioner 
В.В. Tandon who showed the simplicity of the in. 
dian electronic voting and counting machines. 

“This demonstration gives us an idea as to 
what technology we can adopt for our mod- 
érnization," Abalos said. 

Commissioner Resurreccion Borra said the 
Indian machines and the latest election sys- 
tems would be showcased in a "vendors fair" 
that the Comelec and the International Foun- 
dation for Election Systems would be con- 
ducting in the next few weeks. 

But Borra said the election modernization law, 
RA 8436, would have to be amended first as it 
only provides for voting with the use of ballots. 

Tandon and another Indian election com- 
missioner, Rajesh Aggarwal, brought with 
them several models of voting and counting 
machines that were used in India's last parlia- 
mentary and local elections. 


The suitcase-sized Indian machines are 
battery-powered and made of plastic. The 
ballot-free voting machine featured a column 
of buttons, one for each candidate, that a vot- 
er needed only to press. 

The voting machine is connected to a 
counting machine that keeps track of the 
number of votes cast and the votes racked up 
by each candidate 

The vote tally is stored in a chip inside the 
counting machine. This can be read for confir- 
mation by the main counting machine. 

Five polling personnel and party watchers 
would be needed to oversee the voting pro- 
cess in each precinct. They are the ones who 
would place the sticker seals on the machines 
to protect against tampering. 

Aggarwal said his country was forced to 
turn to election automation in 1977 when In- 
dia suffered a severe paper shortage. Two 
state-run science firms developed and patent 
ed the machines. 

He said automation proved vital to the 
election system in India, which now has more 
than 787 million voters. 

‘Tandon said it took 10 years for the Indian 
government to convince skeptical politicians, the 
media and the public of the machines reliability. 
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GMA orders 
crackdown 
on smugeling 


By Armand М. Nocum and Gil C. Cabacungan Jr. 


PRESIDENT MACAPAGAL-ARROYO HAS ORDERED 
the Department of Justice to prosecute big-time smug- 
glers and secure their conviction amid reports that 
Vicky Toh, who is allegedly romantically linked to First 
Gentleman Mike Arroyo, is involved in smuggling. 


In an interview, Justice Secretary 
Raul Gonzalez said the President has 
been persistently egging him to send 
suspected big-time smugglers to jail. 

"Every time there's a Cabinet meet 
ing, the President always asks: ‘How 
many cases have you filed against 
suspected smugglers, how many have 
been convicted,” he said. 

"She has been waiting for convic- 
tion. She's not very interested in the 
case filed, but on what had been suc- 
cessfully prosecuted," he added. 


Not keen on Toh 

Gonzalez also said he had dis- 
cussed the matter with Finance Sec- 
retary Margarito Teves in a meeting 
Tuesday. 

But a Palace official, however, said 
Malacafiang is not too keen on delv- 
ing deeper into the smuggling allega- 
tions raised by one of President's sup- 
porters against Toh and her brother 
Tommy. 

“I dont see why Malacafang 
should give special effort to find out 
whether anyone is involved in smug- 
gling or not,” said Executive Secre- 
tary Eduardo Ermita in a briefing in 
Malacafiang. 

“We will just have to monitor the 
results ofthe investigation in the Sen- 
ate or what will come out of the hear- 


ings,” Ermita said. 


Grilled by Senate 

On Tuesday, newly-appointed Cus- 
toms Commissioner Napoleon 
Morales was grilled at the Senate re- 
garding the alleged smuggling activi- 
ties of a businessmen close to Toh and 
as well as Puregold Duty Free owner 
Lucio Lao Co, who is said to be close 
to the First Family. 

Senators led by Senate President 
Franklin Drilon initiated the probe 
following reports that Tol's associ- 
ates were reportedly smuggling luxu- 
ту cars, cellphones, electronic items, 
garments, foodstuffs and other highly 
dutiable goods. 

Morales told senators that he had 
already ordered Customs Deputy 
Commissioner Celso Templo to look 
into the matter and if evidence war- 
rants, file charges against all those in- 
volved. 

Should Toh be one of those 
charged with smuggling, Gonzalez 
assured that he would act indepen- 
dently on the matter. 

"My closeness with the President 
has nothing to do with my job,” he 
said. “We will make the decision 
based on the evidence they have.” 

But he advised customs officials to 
make their charges stick. 
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“I hope the (BOC) would file cases sup- 
ported by credible evidence because there 
Were many cases fled by customs which 
were all withdrawn,” he said, noting that 
some customs men do not even appear in 
the hearings of those cases. 


Not properly prepared 

He said that not only were cases 
not backed by evidence, but some do 
not even have the names of respon- 
dents. He said some cases were “not 
properly prepared.” 

"Its easy to announce the filing of a 
case against big names ... but hard to 
prove their culpability” he said. 

Recalling that the BOC had issued an 
“order of battle” against about 200 big- 
time smugglers, Gonzalez said those or- 
ders would be of no importance if there 
isnoevidence against them. 


Navy gets 2 
new vessels 


THE PHILIPPINE NAVY IS TO RE- 
CEIVE two high-speed vessels from 
South Korea this year that will be 
used to help patrol the countrys 
porous borders, a spokesman said 
yesterday. 

The transfer was part of an agreg: 
ment to boost defense ties between 
the two countries. Six vessels were al- 
so acquired in the late 19905, said 
Navy spokesman Captain Geronimo 
Malabanan. 

‘The new patrol vessels will be used 
by the navy’ Stingray task force, а 
rapid deployment force for counter- 
terrorism and anti-insurgency opera- 
tions, he said. 
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ROSARIO Ranario held the picture of his daughter, Marilou Ranario, who is in Death Row in 


Kuwait. 
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DOLE to assist doomed Pinay 


By Jerome Aning 


THE DEPARTMENT OF LABOR AND EM- 
ployment will provide the necessary welfare 
and humanitarian assistance to a Filipina do- 
mestic helper facing capital punishment in 
Kuwait. 

Labor Secretary Patricia Sto. Tomas said 
the Philippine Overseas Labor Office would 
assist Marilou Labao Ranario while the Over- 
seas Workers Welfare Administration would 
attend to the needs of the workers family 
here. 

DOLE' move followed President Macapa- 
gal-Arroyo's order for an all-out effort to save 
Ranario from being beheaded. 

Ranario, 33, a native of Carigara, Leyte, 
was sentenced to death by the Criminal Court 
of First Instance of Kuwait on Sept. 28 last 
year for stabbing her employer to death in 
January that same year. 

Sto. Tomas said diyyah or blood money had 
been offered in accordance with Muslim law 
to save Ranario, but this was turned down by 
the victim's family. 

A separate appeal before the Court of Ap- 
peals at the Justice Palace of Kuwait is being 
pursued by two Kuwaiti defense lawyers 
hired by the Philippine Embassy in Kuwait, 

Philippine Labor Attache to Kuwait Leopol- 
do de Jesus said another hearing on th 
peal was set on Feb. 

Sto. Tomas said POLO-Kuwait, which De 


Jesus heads, and the Philippine Embassy have 
been coordinating to ensure that the fullest 
possible legal assistance, consistent with the 
Muslim Sharah law, was extended to Ra- 
nario. 

As this developed, at least 14 overseas Fil- 
ipino workers facing the death penalty in the 
Middle East may be saved through the pay. 
ment of blood money. 

The Department of Foreign Affairs asked 
Congress yesterday to allocate funds for this 
purpose. 

While the DPA gets a regular budget for legal 
assistance extended to distressed OFWs as pro 
vided for under the 1995 Migrant Workers Act, it 
is not authorized to use the fund as blood money 
or diyyah, a DFA official explained. 

In a budget hearing yesterday, Foreign Af- 
fairs Secretary Alberto Romulo asked the Sen- 
ate to review the MWA to have this “legal cap 
removed, DPA spokesman Gilberto Asuque 
told DFA reporters. 

The law allows the legal assistance fundsto 
be used only for hiring lawyers, posting bail 
and paying court fees and other litigation ex- 
penses, Asuque added. 

‘The lives of up to seven OFWs carlier con- 
demned to die in some Muslim countries were 
spared upon acceptance of diyyah by the fam- 
ily of their victims. While Philippine diplo- 
mats mainly handle the negotiations, the 
money is actually sourced from private 
donors. With Volt Contreras, 
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Gov't hands off imperiled Piatco T 


THE DEAL BETWEEN THE GER- 
man-based Fraport airport opera- 
tor and Manila Hotel Corp. on the 
sale of the former's stake in the 
Naia Terminal 3 should not affect 
plans to open and operate the ter- 
minal this year, officials said. 
"The transaction between Fraport 
and the Manila Hotel for the Fra- 
ports stake in the Philippine Intema- 
tional Air Terminals Со, the consor- 
tium that won the contract to build 
the terminal, was a private deal that 
should not involve the goverment, 
said Thompson Lantion, spokesper- 
son of the Department of Trans- 


portation and Communications. 

Lantion said it was up to the two 
private parties to resolve the issue. 

"Апу legal issues conceming the 
two groups, the government has no 
part in i” the DOTC spokesperson 
said. 

The DOTC plans to open the 
mothballed Naia Terminal 3 for op- 
eration within the next six months. 

late last year, the Manila Hotel 
said Fraport had accepted its offer to 
buy the latter's 61 percent stake in 
Piatco for $200 million. 

Tt also said it had acquired the 
‘combined 20 percent interest of So- 


Eon. and SB Airport Investment 

‘Corp. in Patco for $30 million. 

Press reports the other day said 
however that the buy-out of Fra- 
pos Piatco stake may not push 
through after all. 

But Manila Hotel president Jose 
Lina, who was elected Piatco presi- 
dent last year, said the company's 
position on the issue had not 
changed. 

Fraport has asked the World 
Banks Intemational Center for Set- 
Чепел for Investment Disputes to 
settle a dispute over compensation 
after the terminal was seized by the 


government in December 2004. The 
government has rejected its demand 
for $425 in compensation, 

Platco itself has sought arbitration 
action from the Singapore based In- 
ternational Chamber of Commerce 
for its demand for reimbursement 
from the government of the $525 
million it claims to have invested in 
Terminal 3. 

‘The Supreme Court had voided 
the contract between фе govem- 
ment and Pitco, saying the amend- 
ments made to the original contract. 
were ilegal. 

^ DOTC executive said the only 


issue the could delay the opening of 
Naia 3 in the first semester of 2006 
would be construction-elated. 

Alfonso Cusi, the general manag- 
ег of the Manila Intemational Air- 
port Authority, said last month that 
completion work at Terminal 3 
would be concluded by the first 
quarter and that barring any legal 
hitches, the new terminal would be 
‘opened by the second quarter. 

"The business community said the 
‘opening of the terminal was crucial 
to the credibility of the Arroyo ad- 
ministration. Naia 3 is designed to 
handle 28 aircraft at once and 13 


million passengers a year. 

After the takeover, the govern: 
ment announced that it would open 
Naia 3, which has the capability to 
handle 28 aircraft at one time and 
13 milion passengers yeas by Jue 
zi. 

Buta slow-moving deal with Tak- 
enaka, the Japanese building con- 
tractor, and the unresolved issue of 
‘compensation to the Piatco consor- 
tium delayed those plans. 

The whole issue has been compli- 
cated by a bid by the Asia's Emerging. 
Dragon Corp. led by ethnic Chinese 
tycoon Lucio Tan. Clarissa S. Batino 


LETTER OF APPEAL 
Erap seeks bishops' 
intervention on case 


THE CATHOLIC BISHOPS CONFER- 
ence of the Philippines is considering 
an appeal by former President Joseph 
Estrada for it to intervene in the plun- 
der case against him, a senior prelate 
said yesterday, as the Sandiganbayan, 
in a move to expedite the five-year- 
old trial, gave the toppled leader's at- 
torneys up to the middle of next 
month to present their remaining wit- 
nesses. 

Estrada had written a “humble 
letter of appeal” to the bishops, 
and the CBCP would take it up 
when it holds an annual plenary at 
the Pope Pius XII Catholic Center 
in Manila later this week, Arch- 
bishop Oscar Quevedo told re- 
porters. 

“We will take it into considera- 
tion. It will be considered,” said 
Quevedo, archbishop of Cotabato 
and a former CBCP president. “I 
am sure that in fairness the letter 
will be taken into consideration. 1 
do not think they (bishops) will 
throw this in the wastebasket.” 

While the Church hierarchy 
does not havea say in judicial mat- 
ters, it is a political force in this 
largely Roman Catholic nation and 
played an active role in Estrada’s 
ouster in 2001 over allegations of 
widespread corruption in his gov- 
ernment. 


"Truth shall prevail? 

“1 hope that the truth shall even 
tually give me back my freedom," 
Agence France-Presse quoted 
Estrada as saying in his letter to 
the bishops. 

‘The ex-president asked the bish- 
ops to provide "a moral and de- 


13 injured in 3 
NLEx accidents 


‘THIRTEEN PEOPLE WERE HURT IN THREE 
vehicular accidents along different sections of 
the southbound Jane of the North Luzon Ex- 


pressway yesterday. 


А report from the traffic control center of 
the Manila North Tollways Corp. said the acci- 
dents along the Sta. Rita and Pulilan sections 
of the NLEx in Bulacan were due to slippery 
roads caused by strong rains dumped by Trop- 


ical Depression Agaton, 


The vehicles, all of them bound for Metro 
Manila, lost control and hit the rear bumpers 


ofthe vehicles they were tailing. 


tached assessment” of his case, the 
AFP report added. 

No other details were immedi- 
ately available on the nature of the. 
intervention Estrada wanted from 
the bishops. He has been repeated- 
ly asking the Sandiganbayan to 
grant him bail or allow him to be 
confined at his home in Greenhills, 
San Juan instead of being de- 
tained at his rest house in Tanay, 
Rizal. 

Meanwhile, the Special Division 
gave Estrada's lawyers until Feb. 
15 to complete the presentation of 
their remaining witnesses after 
which they should also set a date 
when to put Estrada on the witness 
stand 

The courts decision to set a 


deadline for the presentation of 
the remaining defense witnesses 
was in response to a motion filed 
by the prosecution after repeated 
cancellations of scheduled hear- 
ings because of the absence of wit- 
nesses. 

Special Prosecutor Dennis Villa- 
Ignacio, who had charged that 
Estrada's lawyers were deliberate- 
ly dragging out the case, said he 
was happy with the deadline. 


Long way off 

However, Villa-Ignacio said the 
case's conclusion may still be a 
long way off. 

“We are expecting more surpris- 
es from them," he said. 

Former Sen. Rene Saguisag, one 
of Estrada’s lawyers, said he would 
file a motion asking the court to re- 
consider its denial last Tuesday of 
a bail petition filed by Estrada. 

Saguisag said the planned new 
motion would insist that Estrada 
be allowed to go to his Polk Street 
residence in Greenhills to enable 
him to adequately prepare for his 
testimony. 

He said holding Estrada at the 
Veterans Memorial Medical Center 
would violate his constitutional 
right to due process since that 
place has а “chilling effect” on 
Estrada, his lawyers and potential 
witnesses. 

In denying Estrada's bail peti- 
tion, the court said he could 
choose between continued deten- 
tion іп Tanay or be moved to the 
VMMC in Quezon City while he 
prepared totestify. AFP with a re- 
port from Nelson F. Flores 
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RECOMMENDED BY WOMEN LIKE YOU. 
*.. visibly firmer around my thighs and hips." 
"it goes beyond smoothening out cellulite — 
itactually reduces the size of your thighs." 
*.. after the 4th or Sth visit, my clothes fit 
differently. My stomach and inner thighs 
seemed thinner, tighter.” 

+. айе fy program, the tipples... were 
almost invisible.” 

‘significant reduction in measurements and. 
improved skin tone in respect to texture; 
quality and appearance,” 


The injured were taken to the Bulacan 
Provincial Hospital in the City of Malolos. 

As of 4:30 p.m., the center said it had not 
received any report that an injured victim had 
died. 

‘The first accident involved a 10-wheel truck 
and a Genesis bus. A six-wheel truck and a 
Bataan bus figured in the second collision. 

‘The third incident involved an Isuzu Elf 
truck, a Ford Everest and a six-wheel truck. 
Tonette Orejas, PDI Central Luzon Desk 


First Quarter Storm 
marks 36th year today 


THE FQS MOVEMENT, UMBRELLA ORGANI- 
zation of the activists of the 1960s and 1970s, 
spearheads today the 36th anniversary com- 
memoration of the historic Philippine phe- 
nomenon known as the First Quarter Storm. 
FQS and present-day activists will present 
a program in front of the National Museum 
along P Burgos Avenue in Manila at 10 a.m. 
‘The program will be highlighted by the un- 
veiling of a mural—o be on display until 5 
p.m,—depicting the tumultuous events that 
marked the Fos activists’ baptism of fire in 
their struggle against the Marcos regime. 
‘Among the speakers at the unveiling rites are 
Dr Bienvenido Lumbera, an FQS veteran and em- 
inent literary figure; Bonifacio Tagan, chair of the 
FQS Movergent; and Manila Mayor Lip Atienza, 


NGRESSIONAL PAMPANGA • TEL: 961-2981 CEBU . TEL: 233-763; 
т F 


Ai __ 


PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER 


THURSDAY, JANUARY 26, 2006 


Head of Palace guards replaced as GMA woos AFP 
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said could be carried out by the 
opposition, the Magdalo group or 
communist rebels, 

Executive Secretary Eduardo 
Ermiita said the transfer of Ban- 
git to another unit had nothing 
to do with threats against the 
President. 

A the threat against the Presi- 
dent was really that serious, 1 
think we will not make any move 
to remove General Bangit be- 
cause we are depending on him, 
said Ermita at a briefing in Mala- 
cafiang. 


Important position 

“If General Bangit will be get- 
ting out of PSG, he has to occupy 
an important position, which will 
be good for his professional ad- 
vancement," Ermita said. 

Citing an InquineR report that 
over a third of the 154 generals 
are scheduled to retire this year, 
the executive secretary said Ban- 
git was being considered to fill 
one of these posts. 

“Ies misleading to say he re- 
signed or he is being kicked out of 


assignment. He is just being 
transferred," the executive secre- 
tary said. 

Sharing Ermita's view on the 
transfer of Bangit, Sen. Panfilo 
Lacson, a former national police 
chief, said Bangits departure 
from the PSG was nothing but а 
career move. 

"My information is that he ac- 
tually wanted out in order to 
pursue his own career advance- 
ment. He's also reportedly tired 
and pressured as PSG comman- 
der,” Lacson said in a text mes- 
sage. 

Lacson said Bangits new as- 
signment as deputy commander 
of the Philippine Army's 2nd Di- 
vision was a field assignment 
and therefore a step toward that 
direction. “I don’t see any other 
significance in the transfer,” he 
said. 


Surprise visit 

In a surprise visit yesterday to 
Camp Aguinaldo, the general 
headquarters of the Armed Forces 
of the Philippines, Ms Arroyo an- 
nounced that she was authorizing 
the release of PLS billion for 


housing projects for soldiers. 

‘Accompanied by newly desig- 
nated presidential chief of staff 
Mike Defensor, Ms Arroyo went 
to the condominium project near 
the Logistics Command com- 
pound, which was inaugurated 
last week. 

"It was a surprise vi 
AFP vice chief of staff, Vice Admi- 
ral Ariston de los Reyes, said. 

The last time the President was 
at Camp Aguinaldo was during 
the AFP anniversary last Dec. 21 
when she promised to release PS. 
billion for the Philippine Defense. 
Reform Program. 

it was not the first time that Ms 
Arroyo announced housing bene- 
fits for soldiers. 

Shortly after the failed coup in 
2003, she addressed the housing 
problem of soldiers through the 
conversion of the 34-hectare 
Navy Golf Course inside Fort 
Bonifacio into a housing project. 


Spurned 

Ms Macapagal said that this 
was separate from the lands earli- 
er set aside for housing, which 
would provide affordable homes 


to some 75,000 soldiers. 

Ms Arroyo's apparent attempt 
to court the soldiers’ favor was 
spurned by some officers. 

“No amount of benefits, which 
are due to the soldiers anyway, 
сап erase the fact that our senior 
commanders bastardized them- 
selves by allowing themselves to 
be used in the last elections,” said 
a senior military officer, who 
asked not to be named. 

The visit to Camp Aguinaldo 
came a day after the AFP top 
brass disclosed an ongoing re- 
cruitment among junior officers 
fora coup d'etat. 

The AFP leadership believes 
there is an “orchestrated” plot to 
unseat Ms Arroyo, which includes 
the Jan. 17 eseape of four Magda- 
lo officers from a high-security 
detention facility inside the Army 
headquarters in Fort Bonifacio. 

in an interview over ANC cable 
news channel on Tuesday, Ist Lt. 
Lawrence San Juan, one of the es- 
capees, said rebel soldiers were 
just waiting for "the right time 
and the right signal" to oust the 
President. 

At his briefing, Ermita called 


‘Hello Garci’ probe began with a bang, ended in 
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House inquiry that despite his ef- 
fort to help “ferret out the truth,” 
he was aware that his detractors 
were not buying his story. 

"Thats why 1 am here, to tell 
the truth," the former election 
commissioner said during the 
three-hour hearing. “It’s up to 
them if they will believe me." 

‘The 68-year-old Garcillano of- 
fered nothing new on his third 
appearance at the inquiry into the 
alleged bugging of his conversa- 
tion with Ms Arroyo. 

‘The opposition said the record- 
ings were evidence Ms Arroyo 
manipulated the 2004 presiden- 
tial election. 

But Garcillano maintained there 
was nothing to support opposition. 
allegations that he fixed the results 
to give Ms Arroyo a million-vote 
lead over his nearest rival, the late. 
movie actor Fernando Poe Jr. 

„He had admitted during a pre- 
vious appearance that he talked 
by phone with Ms Arroyo on May 
24, 2004, but he said this was 
long after the certificates of can- 
vass had been sent to Congress 
for official tallying. 

Garcillano said that he had lis- 
tened to a portion of the supposed 
wiretap but that he could not say if 


the voice caught there was his. He 
said he was not an audio expert. 

Ms Arroyo has apologized for 
talking with an election official 
but has denied any wrongdoing. 
Last September, her allies in the 
House killed an impeachment at- 
tempt against her. 


Last-ditch attempt 

Opposition lawmakers made a 
last-ditch attempt to establish 
that Garcillano had fied the coun- 
try after the wiretapping scandal 
broke out last July—an action re- 
garded as evidence of guilt. But 
they offered no proof other than 
the Singapore's diplomatic note 
purporting to show that Garcil- 
lano stopped in the city-state en 
route to London on July 14. 

Garcillano had submitted his 
two passports—one current and 
another expired—but there was 
nothing there to indicate he had. 
left the country. 

He had denied he had gone 
abroad, saying he had been in 
hiding for fear of his life and had 
spent his time on the run reading 
and writing his memoirs. 

He reappeared last year, just af- 
ter the inquiry panels had written a 
draft report initially pointing to a 
massive government cover-up. Ad- 
ministration lawmakers had insist- 


ed that the whole episode was 
merely part of an opposition at- 
tempt to oust Ms Arroyo. 

"| did my best - worked hard 
to defend Comelec,” said Garcil- 
lano, who appeared with another 
Commission on Election commis- 
sioner, Florentino Tuason. "Now, 1 
just want to go home to my wife." 


Immigration records 

Parahaque Rep. Roilo Golez 
demanded that Bureau of Immi- 
gration records showing that Gar- 
Шапо had travelled be present- 
ed to the House. 

Bukidnon Rep. Teofisto Guingo- 
па Il raised the issue of a Comelec 
decision promulgated last Aug. 31 
which bore Garcillano's signature. 
But Garcillano replied that he had 
signed the document on May 26, 
2005, when he was still holding of- 
fice. He said it just took time for the 
Comelec to release the decision. 

“We're not going to change his- 
tory for anybody" said Makati 
Rep. Teodoro Locsin, facing re- 
porters after the five House com- 
mittees wrapped up their sev- 
en-month inquiry. 


Electoral reforms 

House Deputy Minority Leader 
Alan Peter Cayetano said the in- 
quiry succeeded in “making clear 


that President Arroyo has no man- 
dete and government resources 
were not only squandered but 
used for campaign and cheating." 

Locsin said the committee report 
would delve on amendments to the 
Omnibus Election Code and the An- 
6. Wiretapping Law, among other 
things. The report, which will be 
adopted by the committee on Feb. 
15, will have “very little” deviations 
from the draft report, he said. 

Locsin, chair of the House com- 
mittee on suffrage and electoral 
reform, said Congress failed to es- 
tablish the role played by the mil- 
itary in the alleged cover-up of 
election fraud. 


AFP not talking 

“The heart of this investigation 
that even the Senate can't investi- 
gate is: Did a part of the Armed 
Forces of the Philippines bug the 
conversations of the President? 
We can't penetrate it because they 
just won't talk. There is a theoreti- 
‘eal power to control the Intelli- 
gence Service of the AFP through 
the budget. That depends on the 
leadership of the House.” 

Isafp chief Brig. Gen. Marlu 
Quevedo and two of his subordi- 
nates did not appear at the hear- 
ing, citing Executive Order No. 
464. This bans administration of- 


Cory says too much focus on Charter change 
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sory body to the President and 
should not have been a platform 
to push for Cha-cha.” 

"Other administration senators 
told the Inquirer that instead ofa 
dialogue, they were treated to 
“lectures” on the urgency of 
changing the Constitution. 

Asked if the council just wasted 
its time, Aquino quipped: "Not re- 
ally. I was not there so I'm in no 
position to say they wasted their 
time or not.” 

While she welcomed the coun- 
cils decision to proceed with the 
local and national elections in 
2007, more pressing issues like 
poverty should have been tackled 
instead of Charter change, 


Aquino said. 

“at least, they will not push 
through with ‘No-El (no elec- 
tions). That’s one thing," Aquino 
told the Імолағ at the Christ the 
King Church in Las Piñas City 
where she attended a birthday 
Mass. 


No violence, please 

On the fugitive mutineers’ 
call for the President to step 
down, Aquino said that while 
she understood their predica- 
ment, she would never espouse 
violence to remove Ms Arroyo 
from office. 

"Well I had asked for her (Ms 
Arroyo) resignation. But 1 just 
want to make it clear that Im 
against any form of violence," she 


stressed. 

Still, Malacafiang greeted its 
former ally a happy birthday. 

Executive Secretary Eduardo 
Ermita said he was certain the 
Palace had sent birthday greet- 
ings to Aquino as he himself per- 
sonally greeted the former Presi- 
dent. 

"We can only wish her the best 
during her birthday,” Ermita told 
reporters. 

Ms Aquino used to be an ally of 
Ms Arroyo until she called for her 
to step down in July last year 
amid allegations she rigged the 
2004 presidential election. 


Edsa I significance 
Ermita said the Palace con- 
tinued to acknowledge the sig- 


nificance of the Edsa 1 people 
power uprising, which is set to 
mark its 20th anniversary next 
month. 

Ermita said he was privileged 
to be part of that "historic event" 
which saw the toppling of the late 
dictator Ferdinand Marcos and 
the rise to power of Aquino, the 
widow of Sen. Benigno “Ninoy” 
Aquino. 

"1 suppose while there аге dif- 
feretices from among the players, 
the event itself should not suffer 
because the Filipino people, the. 
whole world knows the signifi- 
cance of people power,” Ermita 
said. 

"And we should always uphold 
each revolutions on what it stood 
for us, on what it stood for 


оп the junior officers engaging in. 
military adventurism, specifically 
the Magdalo officers who had es- 
caped, to reconsider their posi- 
tion and stop venting their ire on 
the President through the media. 

"Tm surprised why they act ike 
that. I don't know whether those 
things are taught in the academy. 
They might have the conviction 
but they are too young to pass 
judgment, especially on superior 
officials of government,” Ermita 
said. 


Ex-lsafp chief 

Only De los Reyes and incom- 
ing AFP Western Command 
[Wescom] chief Rear Admiral Tir- 
so Danga were on hand to receive. 
the President yesterday. 

Danga, the outgoing deputy 
chief of staff for intelligence, was 
head of the Intelligence Service of 
the AFP at the time of the wire- 
tapping of the conversations be- 
tween Ms Arroyo and former 
Election Commissioner Virgilio 
Garcillano, which indicated that 
Ms Arroyo rigged the 2004 presi- 
dential election. 

“She did not give instructions. 


a whimper 


ficials from attending congres- 
sional inquiries without the Presi- 
dent's authorization. 

While the wiretaps were 
played during the hearings, their 
authenticity had not been estab- 
lished. Locsin said that the tapes 
formed part of the public record 
and anyone could listen to them 
without being haled to court. 


Closure not up to Congress 

Locsin stressed that the legit 
тасу of the presidency of Ms Ar- 
royo was not an issue in the in- 
quiry. But he said that the Presi- 
dent had “to do something that 
would make people believe her 
and want her to stay" 

Locsin said Congress should not. 
be relied upon to puta “closure” to 
the political crisis, adding that it 
discovered its “potentials and lim- 
itations" during the inquiry. 

"By patiently listening to peo- 
ple give their stories, some of 
which were cock and bull stories, 
we introduced a measure of re- 
flection, stability and sobriety to 
this controversy. Now you know 
everything that was seid, every- 
thing that is alleged is there. If 
you want to make an issue out of 
it, it’s well documented,” he said. 

“Tes a pity that we're not the US 
because our actions should actual- 


democracy,” he added. 

Ms Arroyo herself was cata- 
pulted to the presidency in 2001 
by a people power uprising led 
by Aquino and the late Cardinal 
Sin. 


Family affair 

Aquino was joined at the birth- 
day Mass by children Balsy, Rep. 
Benigno "Noynoy Aquino lil, 
Viel, Pinky, and Kris and grand- 
son Joshua. 

Afer the Mass, Aquino 
thanked the people for continu- 
ously praying for her good health, 
and asked them to continue pray- 
ing for the country. 

‘Aquino and Kris gave away 
gifts to children present in the 
Church as a token of appreciation 


Ex-treasurer gets 17 years over missing P26,000 in 1976 
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fertilizer fund in the run-up to the 
2004 elections, former Agriculture 
Undersecretary Jocelyn Boe bc 
Bolante remains а free man. 

‘The Sandiganbayan Second Di- 
vision meted out the sentence to 
Marcelino Pagaddut for a crime he 
committed 30 years ago. 

‘The antigraft court junked the 
appeal of his 2003 conviction by 
the Ifugao Regional Trial Court 


Branch 14. 

Pagaddut was indicted for 
malversation of public funds after 
the provincial auditor found his 
collections to be short by 
P25,960.28 during a special audit 
in February 1976. 

The Ifugao RTC sentenced Pa- 
gaddut to a 12-year maximum 
prison term in July 2003. 


Defense 
The Sandiganbayan, however, 


oem 


“A 


set aside the sentence, noting that 
the proper penalty should be 10 to 
17 years because the defendants 
age was below 60 when the case 
was filed against him in 1977. 

In addition, the graft court 
raised the total fine imposed on 
Pagaddut to P51,920 from the 
P20,580 set by the lower court. 

In his defense, Pagaddut 
claimed that his collection fell 
short because of cash advances by 
former Lamut Municipal Mayor 


m) a) a 


Angelito Guinid. 

However, some of the receipts 
he produced were written on 
pieces of paper that included a 
cigarette foil wrapper. 

Pagaddut explained that he did 
mot speak to prosecutors about 
Guinid's cash advances because 
he was hoping that the mayor 
would liquidate his cash ad- 
vances. 

He said he was aware that cash 
advances without specific expen- 
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ditures were not supposed to be 
approved. But he accommodated 
Guinid because he feared losing 
his job if he did not grant the 
mayor's request, the former mu- 
nicipal treasurer said. 

The Sandiganbayan, however, 
said that even if Pagaddut did not 
personally benefit from the 
funds, he was still liable because 
he allowed another person to use 
it against the interest of the mu- 
nicipal government. 


The President looked around and 
she promised to release P1.5 bil- 
lion for housing projects for our 
soldiers,” De los Reyes said. “It 
маза quick visit." 

AFP Chief of Staff Gen. Gen- 
eroso Senga was in Brunei yester- 
day according to De los Reyes. 

Other Camp Aguinaldo- based 
officials were unaware of the 
President's visit. 


Where's money coming from? 

The AFP public information of- 
fice was not able to confirm the 
visit until long after the presiden- 
tial convoy had left the camp. 

De los Reyes, who heads the 
AFP housing board, said Ms Ar- 
тоуо did not say when the funds 
‘would be made available. 

He said he had no idea where 
the PLS billion would come 
from, considering the govem- 
ments fiscal problems. 

Ms Arroyo proceeded to Camp 
Aguinaldo after visiting the wake 
of Air Force Capt. Aniano Ama- 
tong Jr at the Villamor Air Base in 
Pasay City shortly before noon. 
Amatong died in a plane crash on. 
Wednesday. 


ly be complemented by executive 
action,” he said, referring to the US 
Federal Bureau of Investigation. 


Drilon asks for military report 

Also yesterday, Senate Presi- 
dent Franklin Drilon called on 
Malacafiang and the Armed 
Forces to submit to the upper 
chamber the military report on 
the involvement of four generals 
in the alleged rigging of the 2004 
presidential election as allegedly 
shown in the wiretaps, 

"We believe it is to the public 
interest that this report is submit- 
ted to the Senate," Drilon told re- 
porters. "The public must know 
the truth behind these allegations 
in the Garci tapes." 

Rear Adm. Mateo Mayuga, s in- 
spector general, conducted an inves- 
tigation of the accusations against 
Army chief Lt. Gen. Hermogenes Es- 
peron, Southem Command chief 
Maj. Gen. Gabriel Habacon, retired 
Lt. Gen. Roy Kyamko, and retired 
Brig. Gen, Francisco Gudani. His re- 
port has not been made public. 

Drilon said that a failure by the 
military to submit a report could 
be interpreted as cover-up and 
warned that this could make 
things difficult for Senga and 
Mayuga at their confirmation. 

With а report from TJ Burgonio 


for their attendance. 


Micro-finance projects 

Before the Mass, Aquino visit- 
ed micro-finance groups in Las 
Piñas. Micro-finance projects 
have been her special advocacy 
since she left the presidency in 
1992. 

“Т appreciate very much what 
the micro-finance organizations 
are doing and they are, in fact, n 
ally improving the lot of the poor 
That is why I'm spending my 
birthday with them,” che 
stressed. 

‘Aquino said she wanted more 
organizations to be involved in 
micro-finance to address the 
country’s festering poverty prob- 
lem. 


"The fact that petitioner did 
mot personally use the missing 
funds is not a valid defense and 
will not exculpate him from his 
criminal liability 

Malversation consists not only of 
misappropriating or converting pub- 
lic funds or property for ones per- 
sonal use but also of knowingly al- 
lowing others to make use of or mis- 
appropriate them,” the court said in 
а 10-page decision penned by Asso- 
ciate Justice Francisco Villaruz. 
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Manila Water wants piece of action elsewhere in Asia 


MANILA WATER CO. INC. 18 TOUTING ITS 
record of connecting thousands of homes in 
in Metro Manila in a bid for a slice of water 
privatization action elsewhere in Asia. 

Manila Water, which has run a concession in, 
the east of the city since 1997, says it has lifted 
the number of households with 24-hour-a-day 
running water by about 80 percent to 593,000 
and cut "leakage" from the system to 35.6 per- 
cent of the water ftom 63 percent. 

In sharp contrast, on the other side of the 
city, Maynilad Water of Benpres Holdings 
Corp. was forced to give up its concession af- 
tera heavy debt load was soured by the 1997- 
98 Asian financial crisis 

“The water system in western Manila has hard- 
зу changed, with about 70 percent leaking away 
either through bad pipes or illegal siphoning. 

Manila Water, which raised US$100 mil- 
lion in an initial public offering in March, now 
plans to bid for the western concession, 
scheduled to be re-offered by the government 
in the middle ofthis year. 

But it is also ready to employ its business 
mode! abroad. 

‘Company president Antonino Aquino said 
‘on Wednesday he was interested in Indone- 
sia, Vietnam and India, where the World Bank 
was looking to carry out water projects. 

"The World Banks private sector arm, the Intema- 
tional Finance Corp. owns a 74 percent stake in 
‘Manila Water, which also counts the Philippines Ay- 
ala Cor, Japan's Mitsubishi Corp. and Britain's 


NWRB: Big job, 


By Blanche S. Rivera. 


DO THE MATH. FIVE PEOPLE MONITORING 
18,000 legal wells and at least 1,300 illegal 
connections equal near despair. 

‘The National Water Resources Board has 
only five people monitoring legal deep well 
‘operators all over the country, including 330. 
subdivisions that have separate water utility, 
while trying to uncover illegal connections. 

NWRB executive director Ramon B. Alikpala 
said another five people are part of his enforce- 
ment division, all based in Metro Manila while 
mandated to monitor the entire Philippines. 

“We have five people to monitor legal and il- 
legal users on the entire country, and we have. 
no office outside this floor,” Alikpala said. 

He said the NWRB's mandate is getting a 
boost only from reports given by water utilities 
‘who reveal what establishments do not have 
connections with them but continue to oper- 
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United Ийе as shareholders. 

"Going overseas, we're looking for similar 
structures," Aquino told a news conference in 
Hong Kong. "We would like to have a project 
ortwoa year starting from now.” 

Aquino said Manila Water, with an invest- 
ment of $223 million, had laid 1,208 kilome- 
ters of new pipes in the last eight years, allow- 
ing consumption to almost doubie in the area 
to 859 million liters per day. 

‘As the city grows, the firm plans to add mo. 
er 40,000-50,000 Manila households to mains 
water each year, taking most of the 4 billion pe- 
sos it has earmarked for yearly investment. 

‘The company is also bidding for bulk water 
supply projects in Cebu and Bulacan worth a 
combined P6.5 billion pesos. 

Aquino said Australia's Macquarie Infrastructure 
Group would provide stiff competition for the west- 
‘em Mania water concession, but generally 
Western utilities firms were withdrawing from Asia. 

"There's a vacuum of sorts that has been 
created," he said. 

‘Thames Water, for example, held talks to 
buy into the firm running Shanghai's water 
system but they came to nothing as the British 
firm decided to focus on the European market. 

Manila Water shareholder United Utilities 
has had one prominent failure in Asia, where 
its Northwest Water unit led a consortium to 
build a Bangkok waste water treatment sys- 
tem in that was abandoned during the Asian 
economic crisis. Reuters 


little resources 


ate, apparently supported by illegal wells. 

"There are around 1,300 establishments in Metro 
Manila alone that are operating ilegal wells, deplet 
ing Metro Manila's aquifer and threatening water 
supply in eight areas within the metropolis. 

The NWRB has served cease-and-desist or- 
ders on 98 establishments, including golf 
courses, schools and seminaries since last year, 
but few of them have shut down their wells. 

"The NWRB has only P190,000 annual bud- 
get for travel, which means it could hardly 
send out personnel to inspect or close down 
erring establishments outside Metro Manila. 

"The NWRB has alo failed o take over the man- 
date to monitor the 600 water districts, which are 
‘now under the Local Water Utilities Administration, 
‘because it does not have the personnel 

Alikpala said the NWRB has been planning 
to open an office in Cebu, one of the provinces 
with the most critical water supply, but it has 
not been able to increase its budget. 
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Miriam scores; VFA office abolished 


From page Al 
cause he has по authority to 
speak,” she said. 

On Tuesday, Paredes warned 
that the Philippines could lose up 
to $8 million a year in military 
and humanitarian benefits if the 
1998 agreement were abrogated. 

‘Told yesterday of the develop- 
ments at the Senate, Paredes ex- 
pressed total surprise. 

“I don't know of any reason 
why [this should happen], he 
told the Ingumer when reached at 
his DFA office. Paredes said he 
saw Executive Secretary Eduardo 
Ermita last Monday, “and there 
was no mention of this." 


Face and voice 

Paredes has practically been 
the face and voice of the VFACom 
since the alleged rape began 
making headlines, providing re- 
porters updates on the rape case 
as well as airing his legal opinions 
or the RP-US accord. 

He is the only Filipino govern- 
ment official of rank allowed by the 
US „Embassy to see the accused 
Marines in two visits made to the 
mission—one last November and 
thé other early this month. 

‘1 feel disappointed, and I be- 


ieve we were doing our job,” said 
Paredes, a 1971 graduate of the 
Philippine Military Academy who 
joined the right-wing Reform the 
‘Armed Forces Movement in the 
mid-1980s. 

Asked if he thought his recent 
statements could have caught the 
ire of Malacafiang, he said: "IF 
some people somewhere are 
against me personally, they 
should just remove me, not the 
office.” 

And if the VEACom is being 
considered a "redundant" gov- 
ernment office, “why say that on- 
1y now?" he said. 

Paredes pointed out that the 
VFACom was a creation of the 
Senate itself: “Didn't they see 
[the supposed redundancy) 
when they passed Senate Resolu- 
tion No. 18 in 1999?” 

He said that he had been 
“quite zealous” in performing 
his functions, and that he had 
just arrived early this week from 
Mindanao where he oversaw 
the latest RP-US Balikatan exer- 
cises and community projects 
under the VFA. 

According to Paredes, the VFA- 
Com is an organization of only 
seven persons, himself included, 


No-El alive after all; 


From pago Al 
alo said. "It was] just men- 
tioned in passing in the statement 
o epngressmen and a few sena- 
bos uno made the comment on 
the election.” 

"The other day, former Presi- 
dent Fidel Ramos and Press Sec- 
retity Ignacio Bunye said the ma: 
jority of those who spoke at the 
Council of State meeting favored 
holding elections. 

‘Asked about Ramos and Bun- 
„0s statements Ermita said: "If 
the interpretation of everyone is 
like that, because thats what they 
thought of it, then lets believe 
them.” 

“Iam just telling you also what 
Iseriously know about the delib- 
erations because I was present.” 


For dissection 

Even Justice Secretary Raul 
Gonzalez said that at the Council 
of State meeting, the majority of 
those present were for the scrap- 
ping of the 2007 election. 

“IF you make a head count 
there, Мо-Е would win. The anti- 
No-E [advocates] were just more 
vocal about their views,” said 


Gonzalez, who was at the meet- 
ing, 

He also said that far from be- 
ing resolved, the no-election 
proposal was only thrown to an 
"enlarged committee” made up 
of congressmen, senators, busi- 
nessmen and leaders of -non- 
government organizations, to 
“dissect.” 

“The consensus is that there 
should be Charter change, but the 
sticking point is No-El," he said. 

Gonzalez said what was com- 
pounding the no-election propos 
al was the issue of electoral re- 
forms, 

He quoted Sen. Richard Gor- 
don as saying that “nothing will 
come out credible” in the election 
if reforms were not put in place. 

Of the senators who attended 
the council meeting, only Gordon 
spoke in favor of the no election 
proposal, Gonzalez said. 


Compendium 

Secretary Ricardo Saludo re- 
leased to reporters a commu- 
nique, saying this was “a com- 
pendium of all discussions put to- 
gether in a form that would be a 


and a staff composed of person- 
nel from the DFA and the Depart- 
mentof National Defense. 


Cut budget. 

Santiago said she was present. 
when Ms Arroyo instructed Ermi- 
ta to draft the executive order to 
abolish the VFACom. 

"Madame Senator, 1 under- 
stand there is a plan to abolish 
that office principally by denying 
ita budget, and I understand also 
that the President has agreed to 
this," Romulo said at the hearing. 

Asked later by reporters about 
the President's possible reasons, 
Romulo said: “Well, that is the de- 
cision of the Senate. Senator De- 
fensor said she is recommending 
that [the VFACom] be abolished, 
and she said the President agrees. 
So I say amen 

“Obviously, if you don't have a 
budget, how can you continue 
Toperating]?" 

Without naming Paredes, San- 
tiago assailed the official for mak- 
ing it appear that he was speak- 
ing for the administration 

“This executive director has 
deluded the media into the belief 
that he has authority to speak for 
a group of Cabinet members of 


which he is not a member. In oth- 
er words, he is a minor func- 
tionary of the DFA but he struts 
around as if he heads the [VP/ 
Com]," she said. 


Media mileage 

Romulo said he had asked the. 
media not to refer to Paredes as a 
foreign undersecretary "because 
he is not.” 

Santiago told Romulo: "In fact, 
according to Secretary Ermita, they 
do not meet. So, it is erroneous as 
well to refer to him asa .. Palace of- 
ficial because his office is in the DFA 
[but] he does not report to you." 

She said Paredes also did not 
report to Ermita "in the same way 
that secretaries, clerks or stenog- 
raphers do not report to a depart- 
ment secretary" 

"And yet, it is astonishing how 
much media mileage he has been. 
able to accrue for himself by identi- 
fying himself as executive director. 
of [the VPACom], even receiving 
an invitation to visit the Marines 
ahead of the oversight committee 
of the Congress,” Santiago said 

"So apparently, misimpres- 
sions must be corrected not only 
оп the part of this official himself 
but also on the part of the US Em- 


bassy, who has begun to believe 
his own propaganda,” she said. 

Romulo assured Santiago that 
he had informed the US Embassy 
of Paredes’ standing in the ad- 
ministration. 

“We have advised them accord- 
ingly, Madame Senator, and 1 
think that should not continue 
anymore,” he said. 


Back-channeling 

Santiago said Romulo had as- 
sured her that the DFA would 
support “any action that the 
Congress might take” on the VFA. 

She quoted Romulo as saying 
that he was ready to “carry out" 
any foreign policy Congress 
might pass, and that like 
Congress, e also favored a rene- 
gotiation of the agreement. 

But Romulo told the Senate 
during the hearing that the gov. 
ernment was still pursuing "back- 
channel" negotiations with the 
US government for the custody of 
the four US Marines charged with 
rape in Olongapo City, 

He said US state department offi- 
cials had also assured him that the 
issue would be discussed "at the 
highest echelons" of Washington. 

Romulo also lauded the Lovía 


decision on Jan. 19 calling on 
Congress to issue a notice of ter- 
ination of the VFA and its rene- 
gotiation during the compulsory 
six-month waiting period. 

"Madame Senator, 1 respect the 
decision of the (Lovía) in its recom- 
mendation. I think certainly it has 
been helpful with our talks with our 
counterparts," Romulo said. 

“l agree with the national con- 
sensus [for a renegotiation), 
Madame Senator. In fact, that is 
the position I adopted from the 
very beginning, after reading the 
provisions of the VFA as well as 
the notes on the proceedings 
And that is, that this is an extraor- 
dinary case and custody [of the 
accused Marines] should belong 
to us," he said. 

Romulo made these statements 
after Sen. Juan Ponce Enrile plied 
him with questions for not raising 
the issue with US Secretary of State. 
Condoleezza Rice when he visited 
Washington recently. 

But Romulo told the senator; ‘As 
far as Тт concerned, we are han: 
dling that with the US Embassy 
here. So I did not think that there 
was any necessity to have a sched 
uled meeting [with Rice].” With a 
report from Volt Contreras 


Palace says no consensus on issue 


statement" of the Council of 
State. 

The two-page document was 
silent on the no-election propos- 
al. It merely stated, among oth- 
ers, that the council supported 
the appointment of retired Chief 
Justice Hilario Davide as senior 
presidential adviser on electoral 
reforms, the creation of a Charter. 
change advocacy commission, 
and that there was a need for 
Congress to undertake dialogue 
and cooperation on proposed 
changes to the Constitution. 

Saludo and Ermita said Ramos 
"had a contribution" in the prepa: 
ration of the Council of State 
communique. 

Outgoing Presidential Man- 
agement Staff chief Rigoberto 
Tiglao said there was no formal 
decision that emerged from the 
discussions on the no-election 
proposal. He said this was why 
President Macapagal-Arroyo pro- 
posed a dialogue in Congress. 

Saludo said the President sug- 
gested the convening of a "bi 
cameral discussion panel” made 
up of five senators and five con- 
gressmen “to discuss issues on 


Charter change and seek to forge 
some kind of agreement on the 
matter.” 

In a statement, Ms Arroyo said 
she would be "guided by the con- 
sensus gathered in the meeting, 
and work with Congress to carry 
it to fruition under the sovereign 
will of the people.” 


Public funds 

But senators balked at the 
Council of State's decision to cre- 
ate an advocacy commission to 
push for Charter change, warning 
that it would be met with opposi- 
tion because it would entail use 
of public funds. 

“Malacañang may be treading 
оп a potential land mine with its 
plan to create an advocacy com- 
mission . Sen, Joker Arroyo 
said ina statement, 

“Where does that put those 
who are against Charter change? 
They are at a terrible disadvan- 
tage, and Malacañang un- 
abashedly abets it,” he said. 

The maverick administration 
senator pointed out that the 
President was free to take sides, 
but was “unfree to use govern- 


ment monies, resources, facili 
ties, and time to promote her 
side, to the prejudice of those op- 
posed to her.” 

“As President, she is bound ‘to 
do justice to every man, to play 
fair and square, even to those op- 
posed to her advocacy," he added. 
“That is why the Senate has to be. 
the Gibraltar, something the Pres 
ident cannot seem to compre- 
hend. 

Gordon, chair of the commit- 
tee on constitutional amend- 
ments, demanded to know where. 
the government would get the 
money to keep the commission in 
operation. 

“IF constitutional change is re- 
quired, where is the fund going to 
come from? Are we going to use 
people's money again?” he said in 
am interview. 


Stop arguing 

Senate Minority Leader Aquilino 
Pimentel Jr. declared that the seven- 
member minority bloc had not 
changed its position against Charter. 
change, which he considered a ploy 
to keep the President in power. 

Administration congressmen 


Pope’s first encyclical: Back to basics and love 


From page Al 
tri to the basics of Christianity 
with a relatively uncontroversial 
meditation on love and the need 
for. greater works of charity in an 
und world 


Back to basics 

“Even Vatican officials have 
expressed some surprise at the 
topic, considering Benedict 
was the Vatican's chief doctri- 
nal watchdog and could easily 
have delved into a more prob- 
lematic issue, such аз 
bioethics, in his first authorita- 
tive text. 

In the encyclical, Benedict 
said the Church's work caring 
for widows, the sick and or- 
phans was as much a part of its 
mission as celebrating the sacra- 
ments and spreading the 
Gospel. However, he stressed 
that the Church's charity work- 
ers must never use their work to 
proselytize or push a particular 
political ideology. 

“Love is free; itis not practiced 


asa way of achieving other ends," 
he wrote. 

“Those who practice charity in 
the Church's name will never 
seek to impose the Church's faith 
upon others. They realize that a 
pure and generous love is the best 
witness to the God in whom we 
believe and by whom we are driv- 
en to love. 


Marxist model 

He rejected the criticism of 
charity found in Marxist thought, 
which holds that charity is merely 
an excuse by the rich to keep the 
poor in their place when the rich 
should be working for a more just 
society 

While the Marxist model—in 
which the state tries to provide 
for every social need—did re- 
spond to the plight of the poor 
faster than even the Church did 
during the Industrial Revolution, 
it was a failed experiment be- 
cause it couldn't respond to every 
human need, he wrote. 

Even in the most just societies, 


People’s champion 


From page Al 

platinum CD, “Para Sa'yo Ang La- 
ban Na "to," in their 9:30 am. 
meeting tomorrow in Mala- 
cañang. 

The CD was produced by Star 
Records, a subsidiary of ABS-CBN 
Broadcasting Corp., which aired 
the rematch between Pacquiao 
and Erik Morales, rated as the 
most watched television event in 
Philippine history by AGB Nielsen 
based on unofficial records. 

Pacquiao's CD has nine songs. 
Its jacket shows the boxer holding 
an acoustic guitar with his boxing 
gloves draped on his shoulder. 

Limcauco said Ms Arroyo was 
looking forward to the meeting, 

“We expect Manny Pacquiao and 


his family to meet the President ... 


‘The meeting was mutually agreed 
upon. This is a сай to the leader of 
the land from someone who is not 
shy about his fondness forthe Presi 
dent," said Limeaoco in a phone in- 
terview. 


Arrival at 4:30 a.m. 

“їз not an imposition on Pac- 
quiao, said Limeauco of criti 
cisms that the President was ca 
talizing on Pacquiao's phenome- 
mal popularity to boost her 
rock-bottom ratings. 

Limeauco said Ms Arroyo 
wanted to meet Pacquiao im- 
mediately after hís plane 
lands. 

“But Manny Pacquiao has to 
rest for some hours because he'd 
arrive in the early morning of Pri- 

+ 


POPE Benedict XVI greets the crowd gathered in St. Peter's Square 
during his weekly Angelus prayers in the Vatican Jan. 22. REUTERS 


charity will always be necessary, 
Benedict said. 

“There will always be suffering 
which cries out for consolation 
and help. There will always be 
loneliness. There will always be 
situations of material need where 
help in the form of concrete love 


of neighbor is indispensable,” he 
said. 

Benedict stressed that the state 
alone was responsible for creat- 
ing that just society, not the 
Church. "As a political task, this 
cannot be the Church's immedi- 
ate responsibility" he said. 


However, he said the Church 
wanted to be involved in political 
life by helping “form consciences 
in political life and stimulate 
greater insight into the authentic. 
requirements of justice as well as 
greater readiness to act accord- 
ingly, even when this might in- 
volve conflict with situations of 
personal interest.” 

He said the Church was “duty- 
bound" to offer such a contribu- 
tion, and that the lay faithful, 
who are citizens ofthe state, were 
duty-bound to сапу it out 
through works of charity 

While stressing that the 
Church has по direct political 
role, Benedict does offer a pre- 
scription for what the state 
should do. 

"We do not need a state which 
regulates and controls every 
thing, but a state which, in accor- 
dance with the principle of sub. 
sidiarity, generously acknowl- 
edges and supports initiatives 
arising from the different social 
forces and combines spontaneity 


unaware of Malacafiang's clarifi 
cation on the no-election propos- 
al said discussions on the matter 
should forthwith be stopped. 

"Let us be consistent with the 
‘Council of State's decision. The No- 
El proposal was a (Consultative 
Commission] recommendation 
which was well considered and 
weighed. But the council has de- 
cided; hence, we must respect its 
decision," Baguio City Rep. Mauri- 
cio Domogan, a vice chair of the 
House committee on constitutional 
amendments, said ina statement. 

"Lets proceed with the elections 
mext year and allow incumbents 
with а six-year mandate to finish 
their term in 2010, Domogan said. 

Bacolod City Rep. Monico 
Puentevella said the scrapping of 
the no-election scenario in the 
House deliberations would end 
speculations that Charter change 
was meant to ensure the Presi- 
dents political survival and the 
perpetuation in power of incum- 
bent officials. 

“This should allow us to get on 
with Cha-cha (Charter change),” 
Puentevella said. With a report 
from Norman Bordadora 


with closeness to those in need,’ 
he wrote. 


Unity of love 

‘The text is divided into two 
parts: Part | explores what Bene- 
dict calls the “unity of love," in 
which he explains the two con- 
cepts of love found in the word 
“eros"—love between man and 
woman—and the Greek concept 
of love in the world “agape"—un- 
conditional love. 

The two become most unified 
in marriage between man and 
woman, when after an initial cov- 
tous love between the two there 
grows a self-giving love of one to 
the other, Benedict wrote. That 
love is also found in the uncondi- 
tional love of God for mankind, 
and the love that humans should. 
have for their neighbors, he said. 

Part 1 takes that theological 
concept into concrete terms, 
which he said was found in the 
Church's charitable activities, 
where the love of one’s neighbor 
is put into practice. AP 


arrives Friday; first stop, Palace 


day between 4:30 and 5 in the 
morning," Limcauco said. 

The meeting with the Presi 
dent will be open to the media. 
Limcauco said the boxer would 
also meet officials and staff of 
Malacafiang on the Kalayaan 
grounds before proceeding to 
meet Manila Mayor Lito Atienza 
for the motorcade in the capital 
city, 

Limeauco said Ms Arroyo and 
Pacquiao would meet again at the. 
Rajah Sulayman Plaza in Malate 
for the tribute to all outstanding 
Filipinos who emerged in the last 
12 months. 

“The President was the one 
who provided the inspiration for 
ihe program to pay tribute not 
only tg Pacquiao but also to other 


Filipinos who made us proud,” 
said Limcauco. 


Other honorees 

‘The honorees include the Fi 
ipino athletes who won medals in 
the Southeast Asian Games and 
the Paralympics, Miss Interna- 
tional Precious Lara Quigaman, 
fast-rising boxer Jimrex Jaca and 
Cristina "Tinay" Bugayong, the 
Grade 6 pupil who retumed 
P300,000 in cash and checks she 
found near her home. 

‘Atienza said the City of Manila. 
was preparing for a "champion's 
welcome" that included a tick- 
er-tape parade. Organized by the 
Manila Sports Council, the wel- 
come rites for Pacquiao carried 
the gle "Tagumpay ng Pinoy.” 


"Manny Pacquiao deserves an- 
other hero's welcome for lifting 
the spirit and moral of the Fil- 
ipino people,” Atienza said, 
adding that City Hall intended to 
exceed the warm welcome they 
last gave Pacquiao. 

Following simple rites at the 
City Hall, Pacquiao will lead a 
motorcade that will take him to 
thestreets of Manila to enable the 
residents to get a glimpse of the 
city's adopted son. The Pacquiao 
entourage is also expected to be 
showered with confetti from his 
fans along the route of the motor- 
cade. 


Lettermen serenade 
the caravan will pass through 
Escolta, the University Belt, Que: 


zon Avenue, Aurora Boulevard 
and San Andres before proceed: 
ing to other activities prepared by 
the local government. 

‘After the motorcade at around 
4:30 pam., Pacquiao is expected 
to attend the “Tribute to Pinoy 
Champions" at the Rajah Sulay- 
man Park with a special appear- 
ance by the Lettermen, which is 
in the country for а series of 
shows. This will be followed by a 
street party dubbed as "Hataw 
Pacquiao Victory Party" at 7 p.m. 
at the same venue. 

Traffic authorities announced 
that the northbound lane of Rox- 
as Boulevard will be closed to ve- 
hicular traffic starting at 3 pm. 
while the southbound lane will be 


s 7pm. 
closed fem pm. 0 
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Davide slammed for taking position as GMA adviser 


By Nelson F Flores 


from February 1988 to January 


1990. He is credited with crafting 


FORMER SENATOR RENE 
Saguisag said yesterday that for- 
mer Chief Justice Hilario Davide 
Jr's acceptance of his appoint- 
ment as President Macapagal-Ar- 
royo's adviser on electoral re- 
forms demeaned the Supreme 
Court because it placed a former 
chief magistrate of the land "un- 
der the beck and call of Mala- 
cafiang.” 

Speaking to reporters at the 
Sandiganbayan, Saguisag 
warned that Davide's “prestige or 
whatever is left of it will be mis- 
used” as Ms Arroyo “would only 
use Davide and exploit his timidi- 


to the Omnibus Election Code.” 


the Comelec’s rules of procedure. 

President Arroyo announced Da- 
vide's appointment as her electoral 
reform adviser after the Council of 
State meeting last Tuesday and is- 
sued an executive order directing 
him to submit his report and recom- 
mendations not later than 60 days 
from the start of his work. 

Comelec chair Benjamin Aba- 
los welcomed the prospect of 
working with Davide. He said he 
and other commissioners would 
meet with Davide to "discuss the 
agency's modernization program 
as well as possible amendments 
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y” Abalos added that with Da- 


Saguisag was referring to in- 
stances when the Judicial Bar 
Council under Davide allegedly 
accepted without question the 
names of people that the Presi- 
dent supposedly wanted included 
on its list of nominees for judicial 
positions. 

Saguisag said that if Davide re- 
ally wanted to help in reforming 
the electoral system, he could do 
so in an informal capacity with- 
ош accepting an appointment 
from Arroyo. 

Special Prosecutor Dennis Vil- 
la-Ignacio had another view. He 
said Davide's appointment as 
presidential adviser on electoral 
reforms would enhance the re- 
form because of the retired mag- 
istrate's experience, 

Davide was a member of the 
Batasang Pambansa and headed 
the Commission on Elections 


reforms 


Warning up 
vs mercury in 
medical tools 


By Christian V. Esguerra 


AN INTERNATIONAL COALITION OF HEALTH 
‘are systems and medical professionals yesterday 
‘wamed the Philippines and other developing coun- 
tries against the “onslaught” of mercury- based med- 
ical devices shipped from the first world. 

Instruments such as thermometers, sphygmo- 
manometers (used to measure blood pressure), 
and dilation and feeding tubes are steadily being 
phased out in the United States and some Euro- 
pean countries owing to their hazardous mer- 
сшу content, said Jamie Harvie, a director at the 
Health Care Without Harm (HCWH). 

Mercury is a neurotoxic, heavy metal linked 
to various health problems in wildlife and hu- 
mans. Common manifestations are learning 
disabilities, hand tremors, blurred visions, and 
movement difficulties, Harvie said 

In the US, around 60,000 children are at risk. 
every year of being born with neurological 
problems that could lead to poor performance 
їп school because of exposure to the hazardous 
element while in the uterus, according to the 
fact sheet released by the HCWH. 

‘With countries like the US now getting rid of 
‘mercury-based instruments, they might be dumped 
in the global south, meaning developing countries 
like the Philippines, the group warned, 

| think it’s already happening,” Joshua 
Karliner, HCWH international team coordina- 
tor, told the Inquinen at yesterday's forum on 
“Mercury in Health Care: Southeast Asia Con- 
ference” at the Philippine Heart Center. 

The forum, which was intended to educate 
Filipino health professionals and urge them to 
act on the dangers of mercury, will kick off. 
similar conventions in Latin America and 
Africa, according to Harvie. 

“A lot of obsolete medical devices are ex- 
ported, as donations even, to countries that 
often don’t have resources and technology,” 
Karliner lamented. 

Sometimes, donations are well-meaning. But 
when it comes to the context of mercury being 
phased out in a country like mine (US) and are 
shipped to another country that’s a problem that 
we need to be aware of and address.” 


Convention on hypertension, 
cholesterol set Feb. 9-11 


NEW DEVELOPMENTS IN HYPERTENSION 
and cholesterol problems or dyslipidemia, which 
are the major risk factors that cause heart attacks 
and strokes in the country, will be the major fo- 
us of discussion during the 11th joint annual 
convention of the Philippine Society of Hyper- 
tension and Philippine Lipid Society. 

"The convention, slated Feb. 9-11 at the Ed- 
sa Shangri-La Hotel, is organized in coopera- 
tion with 22 of the country's top medical soci- 
eties and professional health organizations. 

Focusing on the theme “Bridging the Gap 
Between the Science and Clinical Practice in 
the Management of Hypertension and Dys- 
lipidemia," the convention will tackle the lat. 
est advances in the management and preven- 
tion of hypertension and dyslipidemia. 

Diseases of the heart and blood vessels are still 
the leading cause of deaths in the country Heart ex- 
perts agree that the effective management of hyper- 
tension and dyslipidemia and other risk factors is a 
key factor їп curbing the increasing disability and 
morality caused by cardiovascular diseases. 


vide's help, Congress might finally 
be persuaded to give its approval ~ 
and funding – to Comelec’s long- 
delayed modernization program. 

The appointment also drew 
mixed reactions from senators. 

“I think it was an excellent 
choice. As former chair of the Com- 
mission on Elections, he was knowl- 
edgeable about electoral reforms. 
He has the prestige to push with 
electoral reforms,” Sen. Edgardo 
Angara said in an interview. 

When asked if Davide's appoint- 
ment was an indication of the ad- 
ministration's seriousness in insti- 
tuting reforms in the electoral sys- 
tem, he said: “I hope so. We cant af- 
ford not to be serious now" 

A hope bes not being used for 
sugar-coating. We have а commit- 
tee that wants to institute electoral 
[first before anything 
else] " Sen. Richard Gordon said. 
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ATHENS—EUROPE’S RELENTLESS DEEP FREEZE, 
with sub-zero temperatures as far south as Sicily, 
claimed several dozen more victims Tuesday, and 
triggered record consumption of energy for heating 


homes, and even tents, against the icy weather. 


‘Temperatures as low as minus 
36 degrees Celsius crippled pow- 
er grids, and triggered emergen- 
cy measures to help the homeless 
and conserve gas supplies from 
the Baltic states in the north to 
Italy and Greece in the south. 
‘The Arctic weather conditions are 
to affect much of central 
Europe at least through Thursday. 
The first two reported victims of 
the cold in Italy were found in 
потћет towns Tuesday, while 
Moldovan authorities put their 
countrys toll at 13 people over the 


past two days as temperatures 
dipped to lows not seen since 1907. 
‘Even as temperatures warmed 
slightly in Russia, where scores of 
people have died since the cold 
snap began last week, neighboring 
Ukraine reported the loss of 26 lives 
overnight Monday, bringing to 77 
the number who have died since 
last week, the health ministry said. 
Several deaths were reported 
‘Tuesday in Poland, where the toll 
stands at 39 since last Thursday. 
Six more fatalities were reported 
in Turkey, bringing the total for 


THE JAPANESE-MADE H-2A rocket, carrying a land-observation 
satellite, blasts off from the launching pad at Tanegashima Space 
Center on the tiny island of Tanegashima, about 1,000 km southwest 


of Tokyo Jan. 24. 
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PARIS—SCIENTISTS FROM 
Europe and Singapore say they 
have discovered the worlds 
tiniest fish—a species that lives 
in peat wetlands in Southeast 
Asia and, when fully grown, is 
the size of a large mosquito. 

The record-busting new- 
comer to the biodiversity book, 
Paedocypris progenetica, is а 
distant cousin of the carp, say 
the discoverers, who publish 
their findings on Wednesday in 
Proceedings of the Royal Soci- 
etyB, a British journal. 

‘Skinny and transparent, the 
elusive fish lives in highly acid 
peat swamps on the Indone- 
sian island of Sumatra and in 
the Malaysian part of Borneo 
that are threatened by forestry 
and agriculture. 

These so-called “blackwa- 
ter” swamps are a unique land- 
scape of flooded trees growing 
in water-logged, soft peaty soil 
that is often several meters 
thick. 

The water is stained red- 
dish-black, like very dark tea, 
appearing black at the surface. 
Itis extraordinarily acidic, hav- 
ing a pH value of only three, 
the same asa sour apple. 

‘The scientists needed a spe- 
cial stereoscopic microscope to 
accurately measure the fish. 

‘The smallest adult specimen 
they netted was a mature Pae- 
docypris progenetica female, 
found in Sumatra, that came to 
just 7.9mm from nose to tail, 
making it not only the world's 
smallest fish but the smallest 
vertebrate too. 

She nudged out the previous 


Scientists discover 
world’s tiniest fish 


record holder, a marine fish of 
the Western Pacific called the 
dwarf goby  (Irimmatom 
nanus), which comes in at 
‘8mm at sexual maturity. 

‘The team also found a relat- 
ed Paedocypris species, P mi- 
cromegethes, in Sarawak in 
Malaysian Borneo. 

At 8.8mm, P micromegethes 
is the second smallest freshwa- 
tervertebrate ever found. 

‘The fish was discovered by 
Maurice Kottelat and Tan Heok 
Hui, who are researchers at the 
Raffles Museum of Biodiversity 
Research at the National Uni- 
versity of Singapore. 

They were assisted by Ralf 
Britz of Britain's National Muse- 
um of Natural History and Kai- 
Erik Witte at the Max Planck In- 
stitute for Developmental Biolo- 
gy in Tuebingen, Germany. 

Kottelat said P progenetica 
has “a very rudimentary skull” 
which leaves the brain ex- 
posed. 

Evolutionary pressures have 
caused the fish to develop highly 
modified fins to survive in its 
special environment. Males also 
have a tough pad on the front of 
the pelvic girdle that may be 
used to help them clutch onto 
females during mating. 

“The discovery of such a tiny 
and bizarre fish highlights how 
little we know about the diver- 
sity of Southeast Asia,” said 
Kottelat. 

"This is all the more serious 
because the habitat of this fish 
is disappearing very fast, and 
the fate of the species is now in 
doubt.” AFP 


PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER 


the WORLD 


the week to 17. 

Snow cut off some 10,000 vil- 
lages in Turkey, where the Foot- 
ball Federation postponed all 
matches scheduled for this week 
because of the cold spell. 

In Romania a 55-year-old man 
died of hypothermia, at least the 
22nd victim in recent days, while 
in Germany the toll climbed to 
five when a 63-year-old man suc- 
‘cumbed to the cold in his unheat- 
ed apartment in Senftenberg. 

In the center of Prague officials 
have erected a "tent city," an en- 
clave of five heated army tents to 
house the homeless still left on the 
streets as local shelters have filled 
up. The cold snap through Monday 
claimed five lives in the Czech Re- 
public, including two homeless 
people found under Prague 
bridges, local media reported. 


In the Baltic state of Estonia, 
three more deaths from cold were 
reported Tuesday moming, while in 
neighboring Latvia—a county of 
only 23 million—the toll climbed 
to 40 after six deaths overnight. 
The near-record cold bas put pres- 
sure on energy resources as eastem 
and central European countries re- 
ported record consumption of gas. 
Ukraine ordered regional govern- 
ments to cut gas usage by 15 per- 
cent, as the country has exceeded 
volumes foreseen in contracts with 
Russian energy giant Gazprom. 
Hundreds of residents in 
Bucharest were stranded without 
heat because of low gas pressure. 
The Romanian government 
called on Gazprom to "honor its 
contract” on gas deliveries after 
Bucharest reported a drop in gas 
supplies from Russia. AFP 
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HOMELESS rest in tents in a camp for homeless people. 
as temperatures below zero hit Slovakia, Jan. 24. 
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Japan launches satellite to monitor disasters 


TOKYO—JAPAN ON TUESDAY 
launched its space program's 
leading rocket for the first time in 
nearly a year, sending into space 
‘one of the world's largest land ob- 
servation satellites to monitor 
natural disasters. 

The Н.2А rocket, whose 
launch had been delayed three 
times since September due to 
technical problems and bad 
weather, lifted off from Tane- 
gashima Space Center in south- 
ern Japan at 10:33 a.m. and split 
16 minutes later. 

"The rocket separated from the 
satellite smoothly. We consider 
the launch a success," said Masao 
Nagashima, a spokesperson for 
the space center. 

The domestically produced 
rocket carries one of the largest. 
land observation satellites, which 


Soothsayers: 


HONG KONG—THE WORLD 
can look forward to peace and 
harmony at the start of the new 
Lunar Year, but Chinese soothsay- 
ers say the world should also ex- 
pect conflict, disease outbreaks 
and natural disasters later in the 
year. 

‘As the world waves goodbye to 
the Year of the Rooster and wel- 
comes the Year of the Dog on Sun- 
day, believers in Chinese supersti- 
tion have been consulting tradi- 
tional fortune tellers, feng shui 
geomancers and a wealth of new 
books that claim to be able to pre- 
dict the year's fortunes. 

Feng shui expert and as- 
trologer Raymond Lo said that ac- 
cording to ancient Chinese belief, 
dog years are characterized by a 
rise in the strength of fire and 
earth. 

ire sitting on earth is a sym- 
bol of support and harmony and 
this may bring a relatively more 
peaceful year with less interna- 
tional conflicts than in the past 
few years,” Lo said. 

The Chinese calendar moves in 
60-year cycles, meaning the 
world will experience in the new 
year similar events that took 
place in 1946. 

‘That was the year the United 
Nations had its first meeting after 


can be used to capture images 
night and day from regions hit by 
natural disasters. 

The satellite can also be used 
to draft maps and survey for nat- 
ural resources, with the informa- 
tion to be shared with other Asian 
nations, the Japan Aerospace Ex- 
ploration Agency said. 

Japan spent 53.5 billion yen 
(5470 million) over a decade to 
develop the four-ton satellite. 

Japan in February 2005 suc- 
cessfully launched a seventh H- 
2A rocket with a satellite to 
forecast weather. It was Japan's 
first launch since a rocket carry- 
ing a spy satellite to monitor 
North Korea failed in November 
2003. 

Pressure has mounted on the 
Japanese space program to show 
progress as China, a neighbor and 


Year of Dog signals calm before a storm; 


the Second World War, a time 
when world powers were concen- 
trating on recovering from war 
and creating a new world order. 

"Likewise, it is expected that 
there will be more cooperation 
among countries in 2006 aimed 
at setting up a more effective 
world order for the protection of 
global interests, such as solving 
environmental issues, global 
warming problems, religious dif- 
ferences, and the prevention of 
epidemics,” Lo said. 

‘The lunar calendar is based on 
the cycles of the moon and associ- 
ates each of the 12 years that 
form a partial cycle with an ani- 
mal. The dog is the 11th in the zo- 
diac sequence that starts with the 
rat, followed by the ox, tiger, rab- 
bit, dragon, snake, horse, goat, 
monkey, rooster, dog and ending 
with the pig. 

Fortune-tellers base their pre- 
dictions on the relationship be- 
tween the zodiac animals and the 
characters of each animal year. 

They also take into account the 
changing balance over the years 
in the five spiritual elements that 
Chinese philosophy believes form 
the core of the universe—metal, 
wood, fire, water and earth. 

Not all soothsayers agree on 
what the year heralds. 


^ WorLDBRIEFS 


growing competitor, presses 
ahead in space and established 
space countries take the lead in 
the lucrative satellite market. 

The 2003 failure was all the 
more embarrassing as it came 
one month after China became 
the third country after the United 
States and the former Soviet 
Union to launch a successful 
manned space flight. 

While few would feel Japan 
needs to prove itself in technolo- 
gy the world's second largest 
economy is looking for a slice of 
the market in launching satel- 
lites. 

But the space agency admitted 
a new setback last month when it 
said a Japanese spacecraft likely 
failed on its landmark mission to 
collect samples on its first at- 
tempt from an asteroid. 


Another feng shui expert Lee 
Sing-tong says that things will 
tum worse later in the year. 

“Things might look peaceful 
first of all, but a lot of problems 
will start. in the middle of the 
year,” warned Lee, a third-gener- 
ation feng shui master 

He predicted worsening con- 
flicts between China and Japan, a 
serious earthquake in the Middle 
East, and a shortage of medicines 
worldwide. 

"There will be a false impres- 
sion that there will be an im- 
provement in the political envi- 
ronment, peoples’ livelihoods, 
public resources or social welfare 
at the beginning of the year,” Lee 
said. 

“But in the second half year, a 
situation of shortage will appear 
and this will result in serious 
problems in society or cause 
chaos,” he said. 

The United States would pull 
its troops out of Iraq after autumn 
leading to instability in the Mid- 
dle East, Lee said. 

For individuals, the year in 
which you were born is believed 
to shape your character 

People born in years of the dog 
are thought to be loyal, reliable, 
persistent, resourceful, unselfish 
and honest. However, they also 


The Hayabusa spacecraft, 
which in November approached 
the asteroid 290 million km from 
Earth, went out of control be- 
cause of a gas burst caused by 
leaking fuel. 

The sixmeter unmanned 
spacecraft had been due to dropa 
capsule of asteroid dust in the 
Australian outback in June 2007. 

But the agency has said it now 
expected the spacecraft back in 
June 2010 as it will be another 
three years before it is in an ideal 
position to embark on the long 
Journey back to Earth. 

Japan plans to lift off another 
H-2A rocket in about a month. 

Mitsubishi Heavy Industries, a 
heavyweight in Japanese indus- 
try, was the main builder of the H- 
2A rocket as part of a government 2 
privatization drive. 2 
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tend to be introverted, nosy, anx: 
ious, pessimistic, cynical and 
moody, soothsayers believe. 

Celebrities born in years of the 
dog include US President George 
W. Bush, model Naomi Campbell, 
singers Mariah Carey, Cher and 
Kate Bush, and operatic tenor 
Jose Carerras. 

This Year of the Dog will be es- 
pecially auspicious as it is a "Dou- 
ble Spring” year, the Chinese cal- 
endar equivalent to a leap year, a 
period during which it is consid- 
ered lucky for young couples to 
marry. 

As a result, wedding registries 
up and down China are cram- 
ming in ceremonies to cope with 
a sudden rise in demand, accord- 
ingto the China Daily newspaper. 

‘Another fortune-teller, Alion 
‘Yeo, warned of increasing intesti- 
nal illnesses or other deadly dis- 
eases between the months of 
April and May. 

Unlike the rooster year, whose 
predicted sex scandals largely 
didn't materialize, the dog year 
‘would come as a complete con- 
trast due to the strong fire ele- 
ment, Yeo said. 

we will burn like fire; peo- 
ple will be more passionate about 
their relationships. There is no 
hiding it,” he said. AFP 
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Two Germans kidnapped in Iraq 

ВАШ, Iraq—Two German engineers were kidnapped Tuesday at gunpoint 
by men posing as soldiers outside an oll refinery in raa, the latest foreign- 
ers to fall victim to a renewed hostage-taking spree. The engineers on 
Short-term contracts in Iraq where they were installing machinery for their 
German company, were seized as they ravalled by car from their lodgings 
to the nearby high-security refinery compound, ой ministry spokesperson 
Assem Jihad toid AFP. Two Iraqis travelling with them were also abducted, 
Jihad said. A guard at the refinery, whose access was cordoned off, told AFP 
ihe Germans were snatched by seven men, all in army uniform, Including 
two with officer rank. АР 


Kuwait names new emir 

KUWAIT CITY—Kuwait's Cabinet named Prime Minister Sheikh Sabah al- 
Ahmad al-Sabah as new emir of the oil-rich nation Tuesday, hours after par- 
liament voted the state's ruler out of office on health grounds. Sheikh 
Sabah, 76, is due to take the oath of ofice in parliament next week, conclud- 
ing one of the gravest crises in the Arab Gulf state's history that saw Sheikh 
‘Saad al-Abdullah al-Sabah deposed after barely a week in power. "The coun- 
cil of ministers named Sheikh Sabah emir of the country, and this nomina- 
tion will be referred to the National Assembly (parliament)." for confirma- 
tion in line with Kuwaiti law, Justice Minister Ahmad Bager told AFP follow. 
Ing an emergency Cabinet meeting. AFP 


China reports 70,000 new HIV infections 
BELJING— China reported Wednesday that 70,000 new people were infected 
with HIV last year, while a total of 650.000 were living withthe virus, num- 
bers that international health organizations said showed that the country's 
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AIDS epidemic was stili dire. The figures were released in a joint statement 
by China's Health Ministry the World Health Organization and the United 
Nations’ AIDS agency. "China's AIDS epidemic shows no signs of abating, 
with 70,000 new HIV infections in 2005." the statement sa, AP 


Driver error suspected in train crash 

BIOCE, Serbia-Montenegro—Montenegrin officials sald Tuesday they sus- 
pected driver error and brake failure caused a packed train to derall and 
plunge into a rocky ravine, kiling atleast 44 people and injuring more than 
230. The cause of the crash in the tiny Balkan state Monday was believed to 
be the driver's "failure to follow procedure," Montenegro Rallways executive . 
director Momcilo Rakocevic told reporters, adding that a "thorough investi- 
ation is under way.” But investigative judge Zoran Radovic told Montene- 
rn state television hat tha "most probable cause" ofthe crash that had fell 
into a canyon of the River Moraca on Monday, was а "failure" of the — 


Eight killed in Iran bomb attack i 
TEHRAN—Eight people were killed and dozens more wounded in a double 7 
bomb attack Tuesday in the estive southwestern Iranian сйу of Ahvaz, 

‘were a visit by President Mahmoud Ahmadinejad was cancelled tthe last 
Tinute. Witnesses sald the first bomb to rock te cty—dominated by eth- 

bc minority Arabs and capital of ol-rich Khuzestan province—was in Iront 
of a private bank and busy commercial area. The second was in front of a 
Government building. The latest toll was eight dead and 46 Injured, local 
hospital director Mansoor Soltanzadoh told official media. "Tha presidont. 

had been scheduled to give a speech this morning in Ahvaz, although the 
bombs did not explode in tha same place whore the speach was scheduled 

to have been delivered,” an alde to the president told AFP. АР 
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Palestinians vote in election 


RAMALLAH, WEST BANK—PALES- а te than 400 candidates running loc 
tinians vote in their first parliam y - in the first parliamentary 
tary election in a decade on Wedn. y 1996. About 900 foreign ol 
day and could bring the power 
Jamie movement Hamas into the gov- y the ballot. 
ernment for the first time. TI ions will be a step 
Israeli officia tioned that to freedom, achi 
a victory for Hamas, bel dependence and buildi 
suicide bombings and officially com- Abbas said in a televised add: 
mitted to destroying shstate, bas was elected a yea 
to Middle East 
pe he United - 
o worried. 
Opinion polls show Hamas, running 
f ment for the first time and 
platform, toopenat7a.m. 
hind Pres- Voters will choose among 11 party sponsibility 
lists at the national level and тоге rael last Thurs 
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Deficit in candor 


T= GOOD NEWS IS THAT THE NATIONAL GOV- 


ernment was able to hold down the budget deficit 
to only P146.5 billion in 2005. It had expected the 
deficit to reach P180 billion but it succeeded in cutting 
the amount down by 21.7 percent. The immediate result 


Firing watchmen into the night 


MACC 
HOW DOES A PRIVATE COMPANY DO, IN LESS у, Being “lean and mean” is equally important, 


of the announcement made Monday was a sharp fall in 
the cost of government long-term borrowings, with the 

yield of 25-year bonds going down by 
EDITORIAL 1.25 percentage point from its level in 

July last year to 11.25 percent. Antici- 
pation of an improved fiscal condition had already 
boosted business confidence in the economy earlier and 
contributed to the vigorous rally of the stock market. 
Government economic managers now see a quick fiscal 
turnaround, with Finance Secretary Margarito Teves 
predicting an upgrade in the country’s international 
credit rating, which would bring further down interest 
rates on government loans and sustain the momentum 


toward balancing the budget. 


Such rosy expectations may rest on shaky foundations, 
however. The bad news is that the deficit narrowed be- 
cause of expenditure cuts rather than rising revenues, 
which means vital social services and capital expendi- 
tures had to be given up to paint a better fiscal picture. 
The Department of Finance reported that the Bureau of 
Internal Revenue was P12.4 billion short of its target col- 
lection of P546.9 billion last year, while the Bureau of 
Customs had a shortfall of P9.5 billion against its target 


collection of P151.2 billion. 


Even as the Arroyo administration talked about fiscal 
reforms, the BOC managed to reverse last year the trend 
of rising customs collections established during the term 
of Commissioner Antonio Bernardo. And just as ominous- 
ly, the BIR failed to achieve its collection target despite 
the adoption of several revenue-enhancing measures 
during the year, notably the so-called sin tax law. While 
the government expected to raise P7.5 billion in addition- 
al revenues from the sin tax, the actual increase was only 
P2.09 billion for the whole year. The finance department 
explained that the lower collections was due to a decline 
in the production of cigarettes and alcoholic beverages, 
as manufacturers raised their production the year before 


to avoid payment of higher tax rates. 


than a decade, what an inept government water. 
system flubbed in over half a century? 

"We pay more for our cholera here,” a nun 
working in a water-short Manila slum once 
said. But between 1997 and 2005, Manila Wa- 
ter Company jacked up by 92 percent the num- 
ber of faucets in Metro Manila's poorest com- 
munities. At the same time, it pruned water 
bills by 29 percent. 

This Ayala firm stanched water leakages and 
theft, “UFW" or unaccounted for water, is down 
from Dhake-like levels of 63 percent to 35 per 
cent. That's about what Hong Kong loses. 

Its staff is a fourth of what the government 
water firm had. Yet, MWC improved access to 
24-hour supply: from one in every four homes to 
almost ай places within its service area. That ap- 
proaches Singapore's standards. The number of 
its consumers bolted from 325,000 to 593,000. 
‘And MWC made money, too. 

This track record recalls the story of how 
“they fired the night watchman.” Government 
had a bodega of junk in the middle of nowhere, 
that yam goes. To "prevent theft" they hired a 
night watchman at P8,000 a month. 

"But he lacks instructions," they said. For 
P18,000 a month each, they hired a cousin who 
scribbled instructions; and a brother-in-law who 
filed the papers. 

То ensure “oversight,” they got five relatives: 
timekeeper—P22,000;, payroll ой 
cer—P24,000; legal secretary—P26,000; ad- 
ministrative assistant—P28,000; and adminis- 
trative officer—P32,000. 

“This P2.1 million exceeds our budget,” they 
wailed. They announced ro the press a cost-cut- 
ting measure: they fired the night watchman. 

“No government voluntarily reduces itself,” 
US President Ronald Reagan once said. “A gov- 
еттеп: bureaucracy is the nearest thing to 
eternal life that we'll see on this earth.” 

"This country had, as of 2001, over 1.53 mil- 
lion public employees. Government remains the 
single biggest employer. Six out of 10 are em- 
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ployed by national agencies, four by local gov- 
emment units. 

An “exploding school population” jacked up 
ina period of four years, the number of teachers 
by 19,421. Education accounts for 56 percent of 
civilian employees. "Soldiers had 9 percent of 
the payrolls.” That includes the Magdalo rebels’ 
paychecks. 

Bureaucracy has outpaced - population's 
surge. In 1970, there was one civil servant for 
every 90 Filipinos. By 2001, we were paying for 
one government employee for every 50 citizens. 

‘These employees consume 30 centavos out of 
every tax peso. “Compared to four other Asean 
countries, the Philippines has the highest wage 
bill as a percentage of total expenditure,” says 
the Senate Economic Planning Office. 

АЙ administrations tried streamlining, reor- 
ganizing or reengineering the bureaucracy to 
trim the wage bill. But bloated personne! hires 
"crowded out resources for vital social services." 

“Personnel services continue to consume a 
huge chunk of the budget pie." The World Bank 
and Asian Development Bank study, "Decentral- 
ization in the Philippines," notes that local gov- 
ernments routinely fracture the 45-percent cap 
for personnel hire. This drains maintenance and 
capital funds. 

"The number of personnel has grown while 
delivery of government services remains dismal 
And surveys indicate festering dissatisfaction 
with government performance." 

President Macapagal-Arroyo's Executive Or- 
der No. 366 "seeks to develop, in the long run, 
an efficient bureaucracy” the Senate study says. 
Size is not the lone criteria. 


as the Ayala example shows. The ratio between 
staff and every 1,000 connections was 8.5 in. 
1997. That dwindled to 2.7 last year. 

Skills, incentives and accountability in a civil 
service trigger economic growth, the World 
Bank notes. Japan's economic miracle is linked 
to reforms that “right-sized and professional- 
ized” Tokyo's civil service. Buttressed by simul- 
taneous reform in budget and pension systems, 
the Japanese civil service evolved into one ofthe 
most efficient in the world. 

President Arroyo's troubles, ironically, favor 
keel-hauling a bureaucracy that resists downsiz 
ing or privatization. The “budget deficit and fis- 
cal crisis made the public aware of the overarch- 
ing reason for reforms,” the think-tank notes. 
"Excesses of some government corporations 
turned the public off.” 

‘The President abolished 102 agencies under 
Malacafiang. She transferred 23 other agencies 
to other departments. Unlike in past programs, 
the President offers in its Voluntary Retirement 
System a "golden handshake”: an average bene- 
fit close to pl million per employee who retires’ 
early. The World Bank supports this project with: 
a$300-million loan. 

But its impact may be sapped by the “The Re- 
volving Door Syndrome.” This refers to rehiring 
people who've pocketed the severance “golden 
handshake.” 

EO 366 has other components: from consoli- 
dation of information systems to curbing wild- 
fire creation of new agencies. Needed, too, is a 
civil service compensation package that effec- 
tively links pay with performance. "He who does 
not work shall not eat," St. Paul once said. 

But these are only first steps "toward a long 
process of a complete public sector reform,” the 
Senate study notes. itd be a pity if in today’s po- 
litical infighting, curbing bureaucracy stagnates 
and privatization curbs. Firing the watchman 
will continue late into the night. 
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Granted that this is a valid explanation, it still puts in 
question the government's ability to make accurate rev- 
enue projections. And given such an inauspicious begin- 
ning, how sure is the administration that it can collect the 


Miracles 


GLORIA-MACAPAGAL-ARROYO HAS APPEALED = 


to his own goal, thereby booting the country 
to her foes not to politicalize the Pacquiao fight. 


promised P100 billion or more in additional revenues 
from the expanded value-added tax and other new tax 


measures? 


Considering how revenue estimates appear to have 
been bloated and considering the dismal failure of the 
collection agencies to deliver on their targets, how can 


the budget be balanced in 2008 or even 2010? 


Of course, the administration could always scrimp. But 
how much farther can the budget be trimmed realistical- 


ly? 


Besides, cost-cutting seems farthest from the mind of 
President Macapagal-Arroyo as she continues to fight for 
political survival. After a year that saw their pork barrel 
allocations cut by 40 percent, our legislators are now hap- 
pily looking forward to seeing them restored to their for- 
mer fat amounts: P200 million for every senator and P65 
million for every congressman. Only this week, the Presi- 
denthas certified as urgent а bill that allocates P13 billion 
for increases in the salaries of government workers. And 
weeks before Teves disclosed the actual budget deficit, 
Ms Arroyo was already announcing а P35-billion food 
subsidy program to keep the price of rice at P18 a kilo and 
noodles at P4.50 per packet. “This is dedicated to the 


poor communities,” she explained. 


It was not merely a coincidence that the amount she or- 
dered allocated for the purpose matched the estimated 
reduction in the budget deficit. Her order was to tap this 
as the source for the dole, saying this presented "savings" 
from the 2005 budget. (If some people wonder how any- 
one could save money that wasn't there in the first place, 
it’s probably because they are not economists like the 


President.) 


Thus, if the President's wishes are followed, the deficit 
would be what it was projected to be in the 2005 budget. 
So where is the improvement in the way government 
manages its finances? And what is the basis for the up- 
beat mood of many in both government and business? 


` 
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That is all very well except for one thing. She 
should be addressing that message not to her foes 
but to her friends. She should be addressing that 
message not to her critics but to her family. She 
should be addressing that message not to her de- 
tractors but to herself 

I did not see Francis Escudero or Alan Peter 
‘Cayetano among the crowd on ringside wast- 
ing taxpayers’ money to see the fight up close 
and personal. I saw Prospero Pichay and other 
congressmen do so. I did not see Francisco Gu- 
dani or Alexander Balutan clamber up to the 
stage to embrace the sweating Pacquiao the 
better to bathe in his glory, I saw Mike Arroyo 
and Chavit Singson do so. 1 did not hear Cory 
Aquino or Susan Roces call up Pacquiao to in- 
sinuate themselves into the picture, I heard 
GMA do o. 

The last has taken on poetic justice. In her 
apology to the nation last year, GMA refused to 
acknowledge the "Hello Garci" tape, she mere- 
ly said she had conversations with several peo- 
ple, which included a Comelec official. Ironi- 
cally, no one has given more ironclad proof of 
the authenticity of the tape—if indeed that still 
lay in doubt—than she herself! She did that 
when she said, for all the country to hear, “Hel- 
lo Manny" There was DNA imprinted all over 
that voice. You do not need the CSI to clinch 
the deal. J wouldn't be surprised if "Hello Man- 
ny" becomes the next most popular ring tone, 
oris put side by side with "Hello Garci.” 

Raul Gonzalez says it is a case of damn . 
you-do, damn-ifyou-don't. If GMA hadn't 
called up Pacquiao, she would have been ar- 
raigned for it, too. Ah, but not at all. Т personal- 
ly would have found ita bigger victory than the 
One Pacquiao had just wrought. It would have 
been a triumph over a natural tendency to take 
credit for all the good that happens in this 
country but throw the blame for all the bad by 
pointing to God, the weather and the Charter. 
‘To have suppressed that vice, that would have 
been a victory for the ages. 

Do not politicalize Pacquiao's victory? Tell 


^ x 


THERE’S 
THE RUB 


Conrado 
de Quiros 


that to Ignacio Bunye who has just announced 
Pacquiao would have the red carpet laid out for 
him when he steps out of the plane. Tell that to 
the senators and congressmen who are freneti- 
cally trying to outdo each other thinking of all 
sorts of honors to bestow upon the conquering. 
hero. All these things are not meant to draw at- 
tention to the awardee, they are meant to draw 
attention to the awarders. did not see or hear 
anyone of them express any note of commiser- 
ation when Pacquiao lost to Morales 10 
months ago. Everyone was busy distancing 
themselves from him and attending to more 
important things. Like 1 said before, the only 
one that deserves to reap the rewards that 
have gone and will go Pacquiao's way is Alax- 
an. At least, it kept faith with him through 
thick and thin. 

Pacquiao has more than his share of acco- 
lade. You saw that in the throngs gathered in 
Quiapo and elsewhere in the country vicari- 
ously, and intensely, going through the fight 
with him. And exploding in jubilation at his tri- 
umph. Share his hell, share his heaven. The 
people already worship him, nothing can top 
that. 

None of this is to underestimate the signifi 
cance of Pacquiao's fight. None of this is to say. 
that we shouldn't be giving more importance 
to boxing than it deserves. In the history of na- 
tions, sports have always taken an importance 
beyond themselves. In Latin America, coun- 
tries have gone to war over football. In Brazil, 
football is not a sport, it is a religion. At one 
[oii Colman seman, believed b> have 

en the thugs of a cocaine lord, gunned down 
а player who had accidentally flicked a ball in- 


out of the World Cup. I don't see why we 
shouldn't raise Pacquiao to the rank of national 
hero. 

Indeed, some years ago, while I was in Ger- 
many observing its elections, a guide told our 
group that one of the things that allowed Ger- 
many to crawl out of the shame and humilia- 
tion of Hitler and the Holocaust was its victory 
in the World Cup in 1954. Before that, he said, 
Germany (or West Germany in particular, the 
East had come into limbo under the USSR) 
could not lift is head up in the world notwith- 
standing modest economic gains after the War 
‘The one thing that allowed it to do so was a 
team no one gave much chance of advancing 
past the earlier rounds of the World Cup. But 
advance it did, all the way to the finals. There, 
it beat favorite Hungary—a team that had 
crushed it earlier 8-3—and produced spectac- 
ular consequences. It brought back pride in 
German eyes. The event has since been re- 
ferred to as "the miracle of Bern,” in reference 
to Bern, Switzerland, where the Cup was held. 

No, i would not underestimate the signifi- 
cance of Pacquiao's victory to a country that 
grovels in poverty, hopelessness and a growing 
incapacity to believe in anything. But we 
would do well to emulate Germany in two re- 
spects, which was how it got out of its own rut. 
One is that while its government took pride in 
that victory, it did not claim it as its own. It 
gave credit where credit was due: to the team 
that brought home more than just a trophy and 
то people who never stopped believing. Two, 
and far more importantly, it never made that, 
vietory substitute for hard work. It never 
thought that that victory was enough te give 
people homes and jobs such that government 
could just sit back and relax—or worse, rob the 
people blind. The miracle of Bern, a miracia 
born of people fighting great odds with wit and 
will, was there to be emulated by everyone, 
not borrowed—or stolen, 

‘Same question as before: lady and gentle- 
men, Pacquiao has done his job, when will you 
do yours? 
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(ONE LESSON TRULY STANDS OUT FROM MANNY 
Pacquiao's second fight with Erik Morales: To suc- 
ceed in an endeavor, there's no substitute for rigor- 
oüs discipline and training. Pacquiao demonstrated 
this by undergoing three months of training in the 
United States where, it must be presumed, he sub- 
mitted himself to the necessary discipline. His per- 
formance in that fight showed a marked difference 
from his performance in the first fight. 

; The same lesson can be drawn from the perfor- 
тйапсе of our champs in last years SEA Games. 
Many of our top athletes prepared themselves for 
the Games by training in China (facilitated to a 
large extent by the much-maligned Mike Arroyo, 
but which was not even grudgingly acknowl- 
edged by the extremely hostile media). 

‘The role of preparation and professional 
training was underscored the other day at the 
press conference of “The Lettermen,” the ro- 
mantic balladeers of the late 1950s and 19605, 
who are performing tonight at the Manila Ho- 
tel. At one point, they sang our much-loved 
“Ikaw” a capella and we were amazed at their 
mastery of Filipino pronunciation—the usual 
‘American twang was missing. Tony Butala, the 
only original of the three Lettermen, told us 
that in their long singing career they have al- 
ways made it a point to pronounce foreign 
words in their songs as correctly and faithfully 
as possible. But do you know the meaning of 
what you sang? they were asked. They instant- 
ly sang the English translation which, of 
course, was not quite as nice to listen to. Pre- 
paration and training are things which we 
Pinoys are not big on, but should be. 

* The Filipino nation, desperate for heroes, went 
Wild for homegrown champ Pacquiao. The other 
day, we got another hero, albeit a dead one. Capt. 
Aniano Amatong chose to first steer his defective 
aircraft away from a populated area in Paom- 
bong, Bulacan instead of ejecting from his plane, 
thus crashing to his death in a fishpond. Before 
that, he had ordered his co-pilot to eject. Ama- 
dong s heroism comes to light in the wake of re- 
Ports of a coup plot allegedly being hatched by 
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young military rebels who recently escaped from 
detention; and of an ongoing recruitment effort 
to have more young officers join the pot. The PAF 
captain's selfless and noble feat presents such а 
marked contrast to the lust for power of the 
young coup plotters. Sadly, these plotters, like the 
first generation putschists, dont seem to give a 
damn about the harm that they might cause an 
economy just turned away from an Argentine sce- 
nario, and now moving toward recovery. 

Luckily, these young plotters are, perhaps, 
still the minority in the AFP Over two months 
ago, this columnist was invited to be a member 
of the board of judges in the final stage of the 
Metrobank Foundation’s “Search for the Out- 
standing Philippine Soldiers 2005,” chaired by 
Iloilo Rep. Arthur Defensor. What impressed 
the judges most about the two dozen candi- 
dates drawn from the three major services’ of- 
ficers corps and enlisted personnel ranks was 
their quiet dedication to duty and love of coun- 
try—away from the media limelight that has 
spoiled the Oakwood mutineers and, before 
them, the gang of Gregorio Honasan. I was 
particularly impressed with how the Air Force 
personnel tried their best to keep those planes 
and helicopters flying by improvising, canni- 
balizing parts and stretching their ingenuity to 
incredible limits. 


One of the winners by a near-umanimous vote 
was Capt. Giemel Espino. He pilots the only rain- 
making plane in the AFP At great risk, Espino and 
his one-man crew, Sgt. Alvin B. Alcantara, charge 
into big rain clouds in a primitive single-engine 
plane and seed the clouds to induce rain in 


drought-infested areas of the country. Their plane 
is not designed as a rain-making plane and does 
not possess adequate navigational equipment; but 
this does not deter them from helping to save 
crops and huge amounts of money for our agricul- 
ture sector. I shall write more about Captain Es- 
pino. Suffice it to say that here is one young man 
who answers to the call of duty without regard for 
his personal safety At my request, his unit has sub- 
mitted a proposal for the acquisition of more so- 
phisticated rain-making planes, each costing 
$340,000. I shall forward this to Speaker Jose de 
Venecia so that, perhaps, the House could allocate 
some funds for this urgent need. 

President Macapagal-Arroyo has registered 
a negative 15 points in the latest SWS survey, 
but it seems that, like the proverbial prophet, 
she is better appreciated by Filipinos abroad. 
My Sydney-based friend Oscar de Guzman e- 
mailed the results of an informal poll conduct- 
ed last Jan. 13 ina Filipino program called “Та. 
lakayang Bayan,” aired over SBS, a federal 
government-funded radio station heard all 
Over Australia. He said "the last 10 minutes 
were allocated for listeners to call in and ex- 
press their views on whether GMA should stay 
in office until 2010 or resign.” The callers were 
all women and “100 percent expressed their 
Support for GMA to continue to the end of her 
term.” Most of the comments centered on 
“how she improves the value of the peso,” 
while most asked, “Who will replace her?” 

T understand that this overwhelming sup- 
port for GMA is common among overseas 
Pinoys, in sharp contrast to the way she fares 
poorly in surveys at home. I wonder if this has 
any connection with what Speaker De Venecia 
observed in our radio program last Sunday: 
that most of our OFWs work in a parliamen- 
tary setting and know how well it works, 
which is why GMA's stand on Charter change 
has their support. If this is the case, I told JDV 
in jest, perhaps, the plebiscite on the parlia- 
mentary shift should be conducted among Fil- 
ipinos overseas rather than among Filipinos 
here. 


Pacquiao, Onyok, Ali and life 


TAM NOTA BOXING FAN, BUT I DID WAIT WITH 
bated breath for Manny Pacquiao's Sunday con- 
frontation with Mexican legend Erik Morales. 
‘And 1 did let out some expletives as I reacted to 
some punches from either side. 

‘The closest have been to boxing is in our week- 
ly taebo sessions at the Ivguinen. When our trainer 
John Q yells "Attack!" we demolish imaginary foes, 
and at hearing "Defense!" we duck under our fists- 
You have to be fully focused and cannot allow the 
mind to wander, otherwise you'd get lost in the. 
footwork. It is during the post-taebo crunches and 
push-ups that I do my out-of-body flight that helps 
те make it (arrrgh to the last count. 

“The last time 1 wrote about boxing was 10 years 
ago, when Mansueto “Onyok” Velasco Jr. won the 
silver at the Atlanta Olympics. (Onyok is an Ilong- 
go endearment for Junior) The INQumeN' banner 
photo of our champ on the podium waving a 
Philippine banderita and wearing that gentliest of 
smiles brought tears to my eyes. I remember that 
look—it outshone his silver medal. After having 
been brutally battered by the judges (but not by 
the Bulgarian), Onyok emerged unbowed, with a 
countenance so serene, so beautiful, so gently 
Ilonggo. That photo spoke a thousand words. 

‘That is why I wrote about it. The human side of 
it, not the brutal sport. But how does one separate 
the two? Our sports guru Recah Trinidad will tell 
you, you can't, And where is Onyok now, Twant to 
know. 

Boxing is the sport of the underdog. I have yet 
to know of a boxer who was born rich. But they 
could die rich, that s, if they use what they know 
of boxing in navigating through later life. 

Like boxing, long-distance cycling is also for 
the anak pawis. Although every other rich kid 
now owns a mountain bike, I have yet to know of 
one that would want to join The Tour. In boxing 
and long-distance cycling, one has to have a high 
threshold for pain. These two sports are not for 
the faint of heart. In golf (which also needs disci- 
pline), you take your own sweet time walking, 
and you have to have lots of money too, unless 
you are a caddy with access to the green. 


IT HAS OFTEN BEEN POINTED OUT THAT 
while the administration has two clearly identi 
fiable faces—the President and the Vice Presi- 
dent. she opposition, up to now, doesnt have 
one. While efforts have been made to bring the. 
different opposition groups together and to pro- 
ject а more united and coordinated opposition 
front, much remains to be done. With no one 
clearly leading the fight, even opposition mem- 
bers themselves admit that their efforts aren't as 
effective, because there's “no clear alternative." 

1 believe the alternatives are there. There are 
two individuals who can raise the banner of the 
oppositión cause, in a manner that creates unity 
and establishes trust. If one assumes, as 1 do, that 
the end of the Fifth Republic is approaching, then 
the question is whether it will end in an orgy of vi- 
olence, or in a Lakas-CMD engineered and highly 
messy transitional system, or in some other transi- 
tional regime hopefully involving an election. 

"Тһе administration has the President and Vice 
President representing the existing executive au- 
thority; and it has Speaker Jose de Venecia as the 
prime minister-in-waiting. For the same reason 
that the administration's supporters generally 
don’t consider former President Ramos as the 
face of the future, the opposition as a whole can- 
nót have former Presidents Corazon Aquino and 
Joseph Estrada as the faces of the future; just as 
Süsan Roces isn’t that face either, even if various 
opposition camps look up to them as elder states- 
men and for guidance. 

"If the administration relies on the Marcosian 
argument that "there's no one else"—incidentally 
a profoundly undemocratic argument—then it 
behooves the opposition to put forward faces that 
thoy perceive to be capable of assuming the lead- 
ership of the country at a moments notice, right 
here, right now. 

in selecting those faces, the opposition must 
bear in mind that its traditional leaders can help 
but cannot put themselves forward as the solu- 
tion; they belong too much to the past and are di- 
visive, Rather, they can help by showing their 
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Much has been said about Pacquiao, how he 
made the nation rise as one in jubilation. What he 
said, thought and felt; what he wore and ate, and 
his hopes for this fractured nation. Pacquiao's fa- 
mous victory quote: “Sana magkaintindihan na 
tayong lahat.” (Literal translation: “I hope we 
would now understand one another”) But we all 
know that magkaintindihan (from entiende) 
means more than just understanding, it means set- 
tling differences and living in peace and harmony. 

Being mainly a feature writer, I am interested 
in knowing more about the so-called "Pacquiao 
Team" that got a little of the limelight. Who are 
they, what are they? 

Thave kept all these years the April 25, 1988 is- 
sue of the Sports Illustrated magazine with 
"(Muhammad) Ali and His Entourage" as cover 
story. It is about “The Greatest” and the people 
‘who waited on him when he was the greatest. 
The story by Gary Smith is a great one. “The 
champ and his followers were the greatest show 
on earth, and then the show ended. But life went 
оп.” The gleaming black-and-white photographs 
by Gregory Heisler are probing. It is a story about 
greatness and decline. It is also about moving on. 

Here again are the men and woman who doted 
on the champ long after the show had ended. All 
together, they paint a portrait of Ali, even as they 
paint a portrait of themselves. 

Of Ferdie Pacheco, the doctor: "The first signal 
of decline was in Alis hands. Pacheco began in- 
есйп them with novocaine before fights, and 
the ride went on. Then the reflexes showed, the 
beatings began, the media started to question the 
doctor. And the world began to learn how much 


THE LoNc View 


Manuel L. Quezon III 


confidence in leaders who can be trusted to give 
every other leader, and their followers, a fair deal; 
leaders who will not favor one group over апо, 
er, and who can be relied on to be the opposite of 
what the administration offers. Ms Aquino put it 
famously in a repartee when Marcos and his 
daughter made fun of her: at least, she said, she 
didn't have the experience Marcos had in lying, 
stealing and cheating. 

Who can Aquino and her followers rely on to 
uphold democracy? Who can Estrada rely on to 
give him a fair trial, deal with him sincerely and 
recy any wrongs that ave been dealt him? 
Who can Roces rely on to honor her husband and 
restore hope in the country? Who can the middle 
lass trust as a person who understands their 
needs and who will address their fears? Who can 
the groups feeling the brunt of official persecu- 
tion today trust as a person who will deal with 
them justly and humanely? Who is the leader 
who understands all the classes and sectors of our 
society, finding the commonalities that can bring 
them together? Most of all, who can we look up 
to, to lead us with a strong sense of duty, rather 
than with insane and ruthless ambition; to wield 
реет responsibly instead of robbing the country 

lind or unleashing а new, senseless cycle of re- 
venge? 

believe that man is Sen. Ramon Magsaysay Jr. 
1 believe he enjoys the respect of those people 
locked up to by the various opposition groups. 1 
am convinced that if what the country needs is a 
transitional leader capable of running the coun- 
try during a transitional period (say, leading to, or 


the doctor loved to talk...The slower Ali spoke, 
the more frequently spoke the doctor.” 

Of Gene Kilroy, the facilitator: "He has covered 
the walls of his rec room with 50 Ali photos. He 
reminisces every day. He watches videos of old 
Ali interviews he helped facilitate. 

Said Lana Shabazz, the cook: "I call him, ask 
him what he's eatin’. People ask me all the time 
how he's doin. Know how that feels, when people. 
ask you how's your child, and you don't know 
what to say?" 

Of Luis Sarria, the masseur: "I remembered 
(those hands), working endlessly up and down 
the smooth ripples of Alis body until he drifted 
off to sleep. His hand I remembered, but I could 
mot remember him." 

Of Pat Patterson, the bodyguard: «(Не) had to 
siton the corner stool and watch helplessly when 
his man needed protection most, in the ring when 
the end was near. Watching him get hit was like. 
watching someone stick my mama with a knife." 

Of Herbert Muhammad, the manager: "His 
dream of building 49 more mosques like this first 
one, using the money Ali and he could generate, 
was drifting further and further from his reach. 
Ali slurred words and shook and didn't want to be 
seen on television." 

Of Drew (Bundini) Brown, the motivator: “the 
ghetto poet who motivated Ali and maddened 
him, who invented the phrase, ‘Float like a but- 
телу, sting like a bee" who licked Alis mouth- 
piece before sliding it in but never said a yes to 
him he didn't mean; who could engage the cham- 
pion in long discussions of nature and God and 
man, then lie in the hotel pool before a fight and 
have his white woman." 

Despite his immense wealth, Ali remained 
trapped in a ghetto. 

The world of boxing is a surreal world, a gold 
mine for stories. Consider the many movies ("The 
Champ," "Raging Bull,” “Million-Dollar Baby”) 
and novels—Norman Mailers among them. 1 
don't like boxing but I like boxing stories. 


Send feedback to cerespd@info.com.ph 


Face of the opposition 


resulting from, an extraordinary election), that 
man is him. He knows how government works 
but has avoided the abuses and temptations of 
power. He has shown himself capable of earning а 
national mandate. He has no burning desire to be 
president but, if called upon to restore the peo- 
ple's faith in their country, will do so not only out 
of a sense of dury, but out of a desire to live up to 
the example given the country by his father. Ifthe 
face of the administration is а presidential daugh- 
ter, the face of the opposition might as well be a 
presidential son who represents everything the 
incumbent is not. 

As a civilian with entrepreneurial achieve- 
ments, Senator Magsaysay understands the 
needs of the country. He is also respected by the 
armed forces and can be relied upon to push for 
reforms in the military. 

‘And then, considering that the three crucial 
tasks for any future government are: first, to put 
the economy—particularly, the governments fi- 
nances—in order so that corruption is eliminated 
and public funds are spent for the public's bene- 
fit; second, to clean up the electoral process so 
that the publics verdict in every election is un- 
questionably clear; and third, to institute reforms 
in the armed forces to put an end to disaffection 
within its ranks—then the opposition's compro- 
mise leader needs a "lieutenant" who will help 
carry out those objectives. 

A danger facing a transitional leader is his be- 
coming the target of adventurists who think that 
an extraordinary situation allows for even more 
adventurism than the public is willing to tolerate. 
One reason why the President feels more and 
more secure is that her constitutional successor 
doesn't inspire confidence among her supporters; 
neither among her enemies. The Vice President, 
then, is really a negative asset, so to speak. 

What the opposition needs is a leader with a 
deputy who is a positive asset. That person, I'd like 
to suggest, is Sen. Rodolfo Biazon. He isa man also 
armed with an existing national mandate. He has 
courage—and military experience, oo. „ 


MA: 
Falling over the cliff 


"THE CATCHER IN THE RYE" BY J. D. SALINGER IS MY 
favorite book. Published in 1951, it remains popular today, 
attracting millions of readers worldwide. Its universal ap- 
peal lies in the way it captures teenage rebellion and angst, 
criticizing the adult world for its over-emphasis on appear- 
ances and its apprehensions over what other people would 
ES 

T have read the book many times, and this evening 1 find 
myself reading it 
again in my favorite 
café, where my pre- 
ferred brewed coffee, 
the cheapest in the 
house, now costs P45 
when a month ago, it 
was only P35. Any- 
way їз past 7 
o'clock, dinner time, 
and so only a few 
people are around. 
The place is cozy and 
the music a ——————— — 
cool—perfect for revisiting Pencey Prep where the 17-year- 
old Holden Caulfield began his story. 

With the book in hand, I catch myself in a pensive mood as 
1 reminisce about the first time I held "Catcher" in my hands 
‘way back in college when I was still 18. I remember standing 
at National Bookstore, flipping its pages and hesitating to 
buy yecause if did. I wouldn't have enough money left to 
pay for a ticket to a movie I was watching with my friends. I 
ended up not buying the book. 

Now that I'm holding my own copy, I realize that 1 no 
longer belong to Holden's world. 1 can only sigh as I note 
how fast time flies and how it catches me by surprise. 

Yesterday, I bumped into somebody I hadn't seen for about 
a year. There she was at the same table, still wearing her gray 
company uniform and sitting in front of me. Smiling, she was « 
telling me excitedly about how she landed a job in a mobile- 
phone company after applying for almost every job vacancy 
she could find. And, oh, she had a new boyfriend 
now—hopefully the last, she told me. Handing me her cam- 
era phone, she showed me pictures of them both—in a bar, * 
on a mountain top, on the beach. I thought that if they would , 
go to Disneyland and dress up like clowns, they would still , 
look good together. They were so much in love. 

She was the same girl who wouldn't even go with me to a. 
nearby store, telling me I was never the type who would stay 
committed. Before we parted this time, she said something 
like, "You still haven't grown up." i 

Tonight, I can still hear her voice, supplying the lyrics to the 
instrumental music playing inside the café. Her words touch a , 
chord in my heart, perhaps, because she was right: havent 
changed: I'm still the same long-haired guy in a plain Tshirt 
and faded jeans. I'm still using the same green backpack I had ' 
five years ago. My 3310 looks out of style. It’s my sixth phone, ; 
and at one year, the longest I have had in my possession. And ; 
Tm proud about it because I lost all my five earlier cell, 
phones—aside from my sanity—over bottles of beer. 

I was not a rebel without a cause, though. Mine was 
philosophical rebellion, or so I wanted to believe. But I was 
no Albert Camus—just a lousy drinker who wanted to look at 
the complexities of the world from the eyes of a drunk, using 
the booze as an excuse for talking about the things that 1, 
loved and hated and for laughing at myself over how stupid! , 
could get. I believed no one would take me seriously because 
Iwas intoxicated. 

But I'm no longer into that, hopefully. I'm beginning to rétil 
alize that I'm not getting any younger, and that 1 can never 
fool the world. Maybe I should have told the girl that I'm try- 
ing to change for the better now, that at the back of this Bos. 
Coffee Club is the Study Lounge where I hide myself from the 
crowd, and that across the street is Cebu Doctor's Hospital 
where something dig happened recently. But she doesn't 
know. She thinks I'm still the same wannabe lost in a sea of 
frustrated dreams. 

What she said only reminds me of Holden, who wants to 
be a "catcher in the rye" to protect children playing in the 
field from falling over the cliff of adulthood with all its lies 
and pretenses. Maybe it’s the reason 1 don't want to grow 
up. I hate to see myself looking dignified in a business suit, 
while deep within I am just one of the million egotistic bas- 
tards trying to climb the corporate ladder. But before some- 
body starts calling me a hypocrite, I have to say that I have. 
nothing against rising to the top. It’s only the pretenses and 
the lies that I hate, and it's their presence in me that I abhor 
most. 

Holden is right after all. We adults are “phonies.” We for- 
sake our principles at the sight of economic and political ben- 
efits. We worry so much about how we look and we take so 
much pride in what we have and forget who we really are. 
We lie about ourselves in order to fit in, little knowing that by 
doing so we plunge over the cliff. 

Now that I am a father to a baby girl born a month ago, I * 
feel like 1 have fallen over the cliff, too. My life ahead re- 
mains uncertain. But 1 am no longer running away. I'm not 
saying, though, that I'm getting better than anybody be- 
cause the truth is, I still have the same angst and the same 
fears. Pm still keeping my hair long, just for the heck of it, І 
and any minute now I could burst out and shout in protest 
of the sudden increase in the price of my favorite brewed 1 
coffee. 

То cut the crap, all I'm really saying is that 1 am hoping 
Holden is still there protecting my little Phoebe and the other 
ids from falling over the cliff, where adults like you and me 
are many, like these people coming inside the café. 


vo BLoop 


Bernard Inocentes 
S. Garcia 


We want to know what the young 
are thinking about. What are their 
thoughts on current issues? We 
welcome contributions from the 
twentysomething and below.—Ed. 


Bernard Inocentes 5. Garcia, 28, is a law graduate of the Uni- з 
versity of San Carlos in Cebu City. 


NOTICE To YOUNGBLOOD CONTRIBUTOR: 


‘Send your contributions by e-mail to youngblood@inquir- 
erco pn together with your address, age and the school, 
course and year you're enrolled in or, if employed, the posi- 
tion you're holding and the company you work with. Con- 
tributions to Youngblood should not have been previously 
published. 


THEY SAID 
Winners all 


“Itis a sad fact that in Philippine elections, there is al- 
ways no loser because everyone who lost his or her bid 
claims to have been cheated.” 

Rep Eduardo Zialcita 


The INQUIRER is a member of the 
PHILIPPINE PRESS INSTITUTE 


The National Association of Philippine Newspapers 
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Using religion to justify violence 
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writ’ Grateful to the President 


LETTERS 


THIS IS A REACTION TO MIN- 
yong Ordofiez's High Blood article 
titled "God's gift of love" (PDI, 
12/30/05), where he presented 
several views which I found short- 
sighted. In that very short article, 
Ordoñez managed to be wrong 
about many things. 

The last time I checked, the 
Constitution of our republic is still 
secular and explicitly guarantees 
freedom of religion. Didn't От- 
dofiez think that if our nation 
were too barren a home for an 
atheist like me, who is not less a 
citizen than any other, then per- 
haps there is a fundamental prob- 
lem with our society? 

Ordoñez then went on to rant 
about communism without realiz- 
ing that communism and atheism 
are two different carabaos. If we 
go by his logic, if the godless com- 
munists have been colossal fail 
ures, which implies that theism 
has triumphed, why then admit 


that world peace is still elusive? If 
we must extract a conclusion from 
this premise, its this: world peace 
must not only be about atheism or 
‘communism. And by the same log- 
ic, ought we to call the Holocaust 
a Catholic experiment since Hitler 
and the Nazis were mostly 
Catholics? Of course, never mind 
that religion and the belief in God 
itself are just as divisive as any po- 
litical ideology. 

Ordoñez then went on to write 
about terrorism without bother- 
ing to acknowledge that today’s 
terrorism, the kind attributed to 
the Abu Sayyaf, the IRA and al- 
‘Qaida, is being perpetrated not re- 
ally by atheists but by people us- 
ing their faith and religion to justi- 
fy their acts. 

Atheism and agnosticism are 
not on intellectually dead-end 
streets, contrary to Ordoñez's 
claim. In fact, by not believing, 
one gets a fresh outlook and a 


unique opportunity to question 
the fundamental assumptions that 
we have taken for granted as the 
absolutes handed down to us as 
dogma by religious authorities. 

Living as an atheist or as an ag- 
nostic in the Philippines is not an 
impossible scenario either. The 
fact that there are atheists and ag- 
nostics, as he himself acknowl- 
edged, contradicts his very asser- 
tion. Reading his opinion is 
reading a litany of ad hominems 
and appeals to emotion, but in the 
end one still wonders, what was 
Ordoñez’s point really? 

1 can agree only with Ordoñez 
оп one point: that one only needs 
“imagination to conceive God.” 
There goes one very good reason 
why there are atheists and agnos- 
tics, and why we will continue to 
thrive—whether Ordoñez likes it 
or not. 

—TONY BASA, 
paetenian@yahoo.com 


PAF leadership behind chain of command 


THE BANNER STORY “CRACKS 
in AFP showing,” which appeared 
in the Iquinen’s Jan. 22 issue un- 
der Dona Pazzibugan's byline, is 
filled with innuendoes and is 
clearly aimed at destroying my 
credibility as a commander faith- 
ful to the Constitution and the 
chain of command. 

To begin with, the Philippine Air 
Force, in the spirit of transparency, 
agreed to a request of an INQUIRER 
correspondent to check on the con- 
dition of the PAF junior officers im- 
plicated in the July 2003 Oakwood 
incident. We wanted the public to 
know that these junior officers are 
well, contrary to rumors. 

The gesture should never be as- 
sociated with “perceptions of 
cracks within the top” leadership 
of the AFP In fact, that leadership, 
which includes myself, is very 
much intact and strongly adheres 
1o its constitutional mandate. It is 
totally unfair to the PAF leader- 
ship for anyone to equate the 
showing of the detained muti- 
neers to the media (in the spirit of 
transparency) with the matter of 


leadership in the AFP 

Whoever gave Pazzibugan the 
slanted analysis, without doubt, 
wants to drive a wedge of distrust 
between the national leadership 
and the AFP's senior officers. Also, 
he or she clearly seeks to break the 
element of trust between the 
Commander in Chief, some senior 
officers and the PAE The alleged 
military insider who provided the 
analysis must have had only mali- 
cious things in his or her mind, to 
say the least. 

The PAF leadership's proven 
track record—under my last two 
predecessors and under the pre- 
sent leadership—speaks for itself. 
Save for a few junior officers (that. 
we believe have been misled) who 
took part in the last mutiny, PAF 
officers and men have always re- 
mained true to their calling and 
mandate in the noble profession 
of arms. I can assure you that I 
have never been involved and will 
never be involved in any unconsti- 
tutional acts. Moreover, the com- 
mand under my leadership has 
been very much focused on key 


activities in furtherance of the 
Philippine Defense Reform Pro- 
gram, a program that will further 
professionalize the AFP 
‘We appeal to everyone, includ- 
ing interested individuals and 
groups, to please refrain from us- 
ing the AFP and, instead, to re- 
spect its apolitical stance. Doing 
so guarantees that the democratic 
processes we all subscribe to and 
protect will take their due course 
for the good of the majority. In any 
unrest, the first to suffer are our 
ordinary citizens, the very people 
we serve. Our desire to remain 
apolitical is right and serves the 
best interest of our country and 
our people. Help us live our lives 
as dedicated professional soldiers. 
1 would like to reassure our 
people that the PAF stands square- 
ly behind the Constitution, our 
country and the chain of com- 
mand. 
Ir GEN. JOSE L. REYES, AFP, 
‘commanding general, 
Philippine Air Force, 
Col. Jesus Villamor Air Base, 
Pasay City 


Looking forward to a nation going to the birds 


WE COULDN'T BE HAPPIER THAT 
Makati has gone to the birds! On 
behalf of all of our feathered 
friends, we want to thank this pro- 
gressive city for becoming a bird 
sanctuary. ("Makati’s the place to 
be if you're a bird,” PDI, 1/7/06) 
Birds are exquisite in their nat- 
ural habitats. They are complex, 
social animals who gather in 
flocks from a few to thousands. 
Creating and nurturing an envi- 


RRA f eis | 


ronment in which they have the 
ability to fly freely, socialize with 
other birds of their choosing and 
carry out the countless other in- 
stinctual and pleasurable behav- 
iors without fear of being cap- 
tured, killed or harmed, is the 
greatest gift that any city-dwelling 
animal can receive. 

‘Thankfully, cities like Makati 
see birds as "neighbors," and have 
focused their energy and re- 


sources on treating them with re- 
spect. We hope other cities and 
towns will follow their example 
until the whole nation shall have 
gone to the birds. For more infor- 
mation on living with wildlife, 
please visit wwwPETA org. 
+ —JASON BAKER, 
director, 
People for the Ethical Treatment 
of Animals (Peta)-Asia Pacific, 
andrewb@peta.org 


n being 
сна by 
erent players 


SIR, I AM A BRITISH CITIZEN 
‘who is now a permanent resident 
of the Philippines. Being British 
and fully aware of British history, 
particularly its darker side, gives 
те a view of Philippine current af- 
fairs from a different angle. 

T refer to the news report head- 
lined “US senators: Don't rule out 
military strike on Iran.” (PDI, 
1/17/06) 

Back in the 19th century when 
the United Kingdom was the 
world's major—and, probably, the 
only—power, we had a kind of 
diplomacy that went like this: “Do 
as we tell you or we will kill you. 
We might kill you anyway" It was 
then—and it is now—a shameful 
abuse of power. However, the 
British have evolved past that. 

Absolute power corrupts abso- 
lutely—it always did and it always 
will. History is bursting with ex- 
amples. The United States is no 
different. On the contrary, that 
country reinforces the adage. 
(America by itself spends $59 out 
of every $100 spent by the entire. 
world on armaments.) There's no 
point building up the most power- 
ful military force in the world and 
not using it; if you don’t use it, 
how can you justify i? 

'US Republican and Democratic 
senators, through Rep. Sen. John 
McCain, said that the United 
States "may ultimately have to un- 
dertake a military strike" (against 
Iran). Then he went on to say 
“that is a last option.” What he 
failed to say—and recent wars un- 
dertaken by the United States bear 
this out—is that it is the only op- 
tion. The United States has a re- 
cent history of giving options that 
go something like this: “Do as we 
say or we will bomb you out of ex- 
istence," thus giving other nations 
two choices—capitulate or die. 
We, the British, did plenty of that 
sort of thing in the past so we 
know what it looks like when we 
see one. 

1 feel certain that the govern- 
ment of the Philippines, like that 
of the United Kingdom, will fall in 
line and do what it's told by Uncle 
Sam. The war against Iraq was 
widely seen as the “First Oil War.” 
Tran looks increasingly like be- 
coming the second. 

1 recall there was a man called 
Adolf Hitler going around Europe 
“liberating” nations, and а man 
called Tojo doing the same thing 
in Southeast Asia. Take a look at 
history and change a few names— 
things don't look too good. 

—NICHAELMOORE, 

Bik 11 Lot 12, Ceanuri Camague, 

Tigan City 9200 


Watch Pinoy Power in America’s Hottest Dance Challenge! 


THIS IS TO CLARIFY THE NEWS 
item titled “GMA orders P66M giv- 
en for Calapan City rehab" (PDI, 
1/4/05), particularly the second 
to the last paragraph, which read 
in part: "Vice Gov. Estela Aceron 
noted that there was really noth- 
ing new with the Presidents vis- 
it” 

The statement, attributed to 
me, seemed to downplay the enor- 
mous assistance and speedy re- 
sponse made by President Maca- 
pagal-Arroyo to help the flood vic- 
tims in Oriental Mindoro. That 
was not my intention. 

GMA visited Oriental Mindoro 
twice: the first time on Dec. 7, 
2005; and the second on Jan. 3, 
2006. 

On Dec. 27, 2005, 1 chanced 
upon Madonna Virola (not Mai 
ciano Virola), who asked me 
about the latest news concerning 
the province. Gladly, I told her 
that GMA had approved the P66- 
million rehabilitation project/s 
for the province of Oriental Min- 
doro. This piece of news was lat- 
er aired over radio and televi- 
sion. 

On GMAs second visit, I re- 
ceived a text message from Virola 
asking me: "Meron bang bago sa 
sinabi ni СМА?" То this I replied, 
“Wala namang bago. Pina-expe- 
dite niya implementation of the 
rehabilitation project/s ng DPWH 
atNIA" 

1 did not elaborate on the P66- 
million project/s via text because I 
had already mentioned it to her, 
and it had also been explained 
during the dialogue with the Pres- 
ident. Virola was in that dialogue. 


1 did not expect that text message 
to be mentioned in the news as it. 
was merely a casual answer to a 
casual question, 

Thus, I was so surprised to read | 
the text message which, as quot 
ed, turned out to be ambiguous: 
and misleading. It was certainly: 
not meant to disparage the Pres 
dent's concern for the people of 
Oriental Mindoro, which she 
showed by immediately releasing, 
the P66-million rehabilitation” 
fund and by her directive to the 
Department of Public Works and 
Highways and the National irriga- 
tion Agency to expedite the imple- 
mentation ofthe projects. 

To set the record straight, I wish 
to state that our constituents are 
sincerely grateful to GMA for her 
generous and immediate assis- 
tance. We reiterate our continu- 
ous, unwavering and full support 
for her. 

МА. ESTELA FELIPA M. 
ACERON, 

vice governor, 

Oriental Mindoro 


When Vice Gov. Estela Aceron 
said “there was really nothing new 
with the President's visit,” there 
was a qualifying statement in the 
report sent by our correspondent 
that said: “She simply ordered the 
DPWH and NIA to expedite the re- 
habilitation of the project and, 
promised to release the funds.” Un- 
‘fortunately, this was deleted in the, 
story although this was mentioned, 
in the first paragraph. The fault is, 
mine. 

—FLORENO G. SOLMIRANO, 
chief, PDI Southern Luzon Bureau 


Poor program for the poor 


1 AM NOT AN ECONOMIST BUT 
an accountant. And I cannot see 
the wisdom in the poverty allevia- 
tion program of President Maca- 
pagal-Arroyo, an economist, 
where P35 billion of the people's 
savings will be reprogrammed to 
allow the purchase of noodles and 
rice for distribution to the poor. 
The funds would be better spent if 
used to start livelihood projects 
that could sustain the роогз daily 
needs. 

But the Neda chief said he 
could not find the poorest of the 
poor although they are in abun- 
dance and very visible not only in 
Metro Manila but also all through- 
ош the country It's ridiculous that 
the Neda chief can't find them. 
(PDI, 1/10/06) 

Jt would be better if the 
amount of P35 billion is realigned 
for the benefit of World War П 
veterans (pursuant to RA 6948, 
also known as the Disability Pen- 
sion Act of 1999) and the teach- 
ers who are the lowest paid pro- 


fessionals in government. 

Sen. Manuel "Mar" Roxas was 
right when he said that a dole of 
noodles and rice to the poor would’ 
be a temporary solution to their 
hunger. Indeed, it will not solve the 
chronic and grave ills plaguing the ! 
country. And a stronger peso, al^ 
though it increased our interna 
tional dollar reserves, is пога sii 
that the country is ready for an eco- 
nomic takeoff, unless it translates 
to jobs for the jobless, homes fot ! 
the homeless, and more food for 
the hungry. 

When the government and pı 
vate sector shall have provided 
jobs and Filipinos, including the 
professionals among them, shall’ 
have stopped going abroad for the 
proverbial greener pasture, then 
and only then can we safely заў 
that the country has attained eco- 
nomic stability. 7 

—GODOFREDO О. PETEZASR., 
JP Rizal Street, 

Barangay Camambugan, 
Daet, Camarines Norte 
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INQUIRER Southern Luzon ес 
First Mass site in Luzon marked 


By Gina Rodriguez 
Magallanes, Sorsogon 


T 73, ROGERIO ES- 
cobal continues to 
travel to the heart of 


his hometown, Magallanes, 
in Sorsogon, whose waters 
he beholds for hosting a 
lively marine communi- 
ty—from coral reefs to dif- 
ferent species of fish, crus- 
taceans and mollusks. 

Of this place he enthuses: “Its 
lively underwater activity and 
psychedelic gardens are attractive 
and enjoyable parks for marine life. 
Undemeath lie submerged coral 
reefs that stretch toward the deep- 
est seabeds." 

"А certified public accountant, Es- 
cobal is a local history buff whose 
summer visits to his native town in 
recent years spurred him into new 
putsuits—research and writing. 

A municipality of 34 barangays, 
Magallanes sits at ће mouth of Sor- 
sogon Bay at the southernmost part 
of Luzon. It is an hours jeepney 
drive through zigzag concrete roads 
frdm Sorsogon City after a bus trip 
0112-13 hours from Manila. On a 
clear day, it's a breezy and quiet ride 
to the countryside, where often only 
one other vehicle is trailing the nar- 
row road network. 

One of 16 towns of the provinee, 
Magallanes (total land area: 14,780 
hectares, pop.: 31,315) is bounded 
on the west by Ticao Pass, on the 
north by Sorsogon Bay, on the east 
by the town of Juban and on the 
south by the town of Bulan. 

In a slim volume published in 
limited copies for his town-mates in 
2002, “Magallanes, (Gibalon) Re- 
visited,” Escobal deems the town as 
a fishing paradise where the Augus- 
tinian missionaries celebrated the 
first Mass in Luzon in 1569. 


Research 

Escobal's first try at writing local 
history would be followed by re- 
search on other aspects of his home- 


THE Gibalon Chapel bears a marker of the "site" of the first Mass in Luzon. 


town’s past, among them: “The 
Malaspina Expedition and the Pacif- 
ic Islands,” "The Bagatao Island and 
the Shipyard,” and “Ibalon: The 
Folk Epic of Bicolandia—A Frag- 
ment." 

Town-mates, including civic-ori- 
ented organizations and municipal 
officials led by Mayor Roque Car- 
ranza, have taken pride in Escobal's 
efforts at ensuring that the histori- 
cal legacy of the town would be ap- 
preciated by the present genera- 
tion. 

However, some questions that 
have cropped up in the course of his 
research for his first book continue 
to absorb him and provide a spring- 
board for more studies, specifically 
the site of the first Mass in Luzon. 

His first title explores Fr. Alonso 
Jimenez. and Spanish Captain Luis 
Enriquez de Guzmam's voyage to 


RESEARCHER Rogerio Escobal visits the Siuton River near the marker. 


‘Sorsogon 
Bay 


CONTRUUTED PHOTOS 


round-table discussion or survey of 
the site. 

On Sept. 1 last year, Ocampo 
wrote that the conference on the 
first Mass in Luzon should be en- 
dorsed to the NHI board for advice 
and proper action, 

Last December, Escobal pressed 
the NHI for action by resubmitting 
his position paper on the “landfall” 
(the first sight of land) of the De 
Guzman-Jimenez expedition. 


Fearless journey 

Well in his advanced years, 
cobal still keeps a burning desire to 
get proper authorities to see his per- 
spective on the site of the first Mass 
in Luzon. It is a fearless journey 
which he undertakes with much fer 


Gibalon/Ibalon, as ancient Magal- 
lanes was known, to be able to es- 
tablish the first Christian settlement. 
in Luzon. 

"Coming from Oton, Panay with 
brief stopovers in Leyte, Samar, Mas- 
bate and Burias Island and across 
Ticao Pass to Sorsogon province, the 
missionary group of Jimenez 
reached Ginangra (a barangay of 
present-day Magallanes) and landed 
at the ancient fishing village of 
Ibalon. Here on the shore of Ibalon, 
Jimenez celebrated the first Mass in 
Luzon,” Escobal avers in the book. 


Chapel 

Present-day provincial and 
church authorities have joined 
hands to build a modest chapel in 
Sitio Gibalon in Barangay Siuton to 
designate the site of the first Mass 
The chapel stands on a hilly terrain 
by the side of the lonely Magallanes 
Bulan road. 


Escobal says this "site" is an inte- 


rior part of the Ibalon of 1569 and 


‘would be very dangerous for for- 


eigners to travel to an unknow 


place that is more than a kilometer 
away from the shore. He asserts that 
the shore is logically the site for the 


first Mass in Luzon. 
The shore of Ibalon is specificall 


“situated at the mouth of the 


Gibalon (Ginangra) River, now Siti 
San Isidro, Barangay Salvacion, о 


the western coast of the present-day 
town of Magallanes in the province 


of Sorsogon.” 


Armed with primary documen- 


tary evidence consisting of date 
maps and records, Escobal sough 
acknowledgment for this position i 


a series of communications with the 
National Historical Institute from 


April to December last year. 


The historical agency, headed by 


‘Ambeth Ocampo, has replied that 
may conduct an activity such as 


vor even as he continues to do the. 
grind as consultant for Pragmatic 
Development and Construction 
it Inc, a post he has held since 1998. 
He is also senior vice president 
m for E. М. Ramos and Sons Inc., for 
whom he has been working since 
1953. His stint affords him the 
chance to travel to parts of Asia, the 
United States, and Europe and ob- 
ly serve the cultural legacies in these 
parts. 
io Опе of nine children of parents 
m who lived off the sens bounties, Es- 
cobal is only one of three siblings 
who managed to afford a college 
degree. 
He knows the hard life ofa fisher- 
d man and regales listeners on how 
ht until his high school years he was 
n doing nightly rounds guarding the 
fish corals built by his father, a mas- 
ter builder of deep sea fish corals. 
Local history has few voices but 
Escobal, ever the brave spirit, has 
ít not stopped hoping there would be 
а earnest listeners. 


By Madonna T. Virola 


City of Calapan 
ELEBRITY BOXER MANNY 
Pacquiao, with his determi- 
nation and no-surrender at- 
titude, has inspired a rising boxer 
in Occidental Mindoro. 
“At first, I was ashamed of being 
à boxer because people look down 
on boxers. But now, Filipino box- 
ers are known worldwide," says 
123-year-old Drian Jong H. Fran- 
‘cisco, a native of Barangay Bue. 
Spavista in Sablayan, Occidental 
‘Mindoro. 
$^ Unlike many boxers who have 
{рог completed formal schooling 
and are after the money prize, 
{Jong is a graduate of Bachelor of 
‘Science in Commerce but is pursu- 
Sing a carcer in boxing to continue 
this father's dream of becoming а 
Sivorld champion, 
} "I have been yearning for it be- 
‘cause 1 grew up watching my fa- 
‘ther engaged in boxing. 1 also 
rained at an early age,” Jong 
{бат 
E. He admits though that he pities 
this losing opponents, "But I forget 
pity while in the ring," he says. 
{5 Jong has turned professional, 


sporting a no-loss record from his 
amateur matches. 

A town-mate, Bong Marquez, 
says, Jong "was unanimously fa- 
vored" by the judges during his six- 
round fight against Manny Paquian 
(National Capital Region's title- 
holder) in the flyweight division on 
Oct. 29, 2005 at the Elorde Sports 
Center in Mandaluyong City. 

He garnered 65 wins in amateur 
boxing and has won four in profes- 
sional bouts, including two knock- 
outs. His last fight was on Dec. 10, 
2005 at the Yfarez Coliseum 
against Johary Rosia from Negros. 


‘School winner 

Jongs father, former boxing 
world contender Diomedes "Joe" 
Francisco, supports him. Jong had 
long been exposed to boxing since 
his father was at the height of his 
career. 

‘My parents said I was already 
boxing even when 1 was still in 
the cradle. 1 want to accomplish 
what my father failed to do—be 
world champion,” Jong says. 

When he gets old, he doesn’t 
want to regret having not tried to 
bea world champion, he says. 

Jong won all boxing competi- 


tions in school. Three times, he 
was named "Athlete of the Year" in 
his school. 

He brought home two gold 
medals from boxing in the South- 
ern Tagalog Regional Athletic As- 
sociation (Straa) 

His father brought him to places, 
especially during fiesta time and 
boxing competitions were held 
Sometimes, he himself scheduled 
boxing matches. 

While in college, Jong had to 

transfer from his Adventist school, 
which does not approve of boxing 
and adheres to the principle of 
nonviolence, to another school, al- 
so in Sablayan. As an Adventist, 
though, he keeps his faith by pray- 
ing. 
"1 would study very hard during 
the first two quarters in school so 1 
wouldn't fail because my training 
fell on the third and fourth quar- 
ters,” Jong says. 


Friendships in boxing 

He is grateful to his father, a 
fire chief in Sta. Cruz town (also 
in Occidental Mindoro), who 
sends him P4,000 per month to 
support his training. “Otherwise, 
as a professional I should be the 


College grad wants to become world boxing champ | 


one giving them money.” 

His fathers trainor, Erbito 
Salavarria, 59, was twice world 
champion, 
claiming 
titles in 
the 
World 
Boxing 
Council in 1973 in 5 
Thailand. and in the 
World Boxing Association in 
1975 in Japan. Erbito's son Emil, 
30, is now Jong'strainer. 

Jong trains at Salavarria's sta- 
ble under Vito Salavaria, also 
from Occidental Mindoro and 
former world boxing champion. 

Asked about Jong's future in 
boxing, Emil says he has confi- 
dence in his trainee. "He uses his 
head, a thinking boxer, he does 
not just box." 

For a year and two months, 
Jong has been staying in a small 
room across the stable to main- 
tain his discipline. He jogs every- 
day to the Amoranto Sports Com- 
plex in Quezon City, and back—a 
total distance of 8 km. 

"If don’t make it in two year's 
time, I might quit boxing and pur- 
sue another career," he says, 


Lar 
DRIAN “Jong” Francisco poses in 
the gym where he trains, 
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been stopped, but no ranking 
politician or senior officer impli- 
cated in the illegal numbers game 
has been sent to jail. No “jueteng 
lord" has also been jailed to date. 

“Be reminded of my one strike 
policy and no take policy and that 1 
will relieve the chief of police who 
will persist in violating the same as 
T have done in the past,” Lomibao 
told ground commanders. 

Under police rules, a police chief 
is automatically sacked if a sepa- 
rate police unit, such as the Ant-l- 
legal Gambling Special Operations 
‘Task Force, successfully operates 
against jueteng in his territory. 

Lomibao warned that a provin- 
cial director with three relieved 
chiefs of police will be sacked, 


and a regional director with three 
relieved provincial directors will 
suffer the same fate. 

"We have many qualified and 
competent officers who are wait- 
ing to be assigned (to police sta- 
tions) and who can obey simple 
orders (and) simple instruc- 
tions," he said. 

Bataoil said the police have re- 
ceived reports that local officers 
do not act on information relayed 
to them by residens about 
jueteng operations. 

“Lomibao is irked,” Bataoil 
said. "We received reports that 
some chiefs of police do not act, 
(despite) referrals made by their 
constituents and the media.” 

Bataoil also strongly hinted that 


local politicians are uncoopera- 
tive, and as a result, the police are 
having a difficult time sustaining 
their gains against the vice. 

“if only mayors can help their 
chiefs of police. If only other sec- 
tors of the community can help 
their police, 1 think we can sus- 
tain our antigambling (cam. 
paign),” the spokesperson said. 

ће police are all out (against 
jueteng), but we are encounter- 
ing some problems. After some 
period ... they (operators) come 
back somewhere,” he said. 

‘The antijueteng unit based in 
Camp Crame is busy validating re- 
ports and following up leads, he said, 
adding that sooner or later, the unit 


MAHIRAP 
NA MAG- 
SALITA! 


DESPITE REPEATED WARNINGS, SOME LOCAL 
police chiefs appear to be defying direct orders of 
the Philippine National Police leadership to eradi 


cate the illegal numbers game “jueteng.” 

Тһе police also lamented that the Luzon,” Lomibao said in a state- 
antijueteng campaign has been mentread by police spokesperson 
largely carried out wit lite or no Chief Supt. Leopoldo Bataoil. 
support from local governments. Millions of pesos in payoffs from 

“This is my last warning," jueteng operators have found their 
rector General Arturo Lomibao way to local and national politi- 
told field officers yesterday, not- cians and police officers who, in 
ing that jueteng has resurfaced in turn, use their influence to protect 
“many areas in Luzon.” the multibillion-peso racket, con- 

"Confidential reports reaching gressional inquiries and indepen- 
me stated that there is a resur- dent reports have showed. 
genceofjuetenginmanyareasof Officials said this practice has 


‘Jueteng men 
won't spill 

beans on who 
financed them 


By Melvin Gascon 
PDI Northern Luzon Bureau 


BAYOMBONG, NUEVA VIZ- 
caya—They were chased down 
muddy rice fields, jailed and hu- 
miliated on national television, 
but “jueteng” workers still would 
not reveal the names of gambling 
Jords who financed their botched 
operations here. 

On Tuesday, it was the turn of 
about 150 cabo (head bet collec- 
tors), who went to the house of 
Catholic Bishop Ramon Villena, 
to serve as protectors of gambling 
lords who bankrolled the month- 
long operation of jueteng here. 

“Рага nyo na rin kaming ginisa 
за sarili naming mantika (For you 
to force us to reveal who they are 
would be like getting us fried in 
our fa), James Cadelina, 33, the 
group's leader, told priests in a di- 
alogue at the conference hall of ` 
the clergy house in Barangay 
Luyang here. 

The group, composed of men 
and women from eight towns 
"where jueteng used to operate, 
again failed to see Villena—their 
second attempt in five days—as 
the bishop was out for an official 
engagement, Church officials said. 

The bet collectors blamed Vil- 
lena for the halt to jueteng here, 
and demanded jobs. 

“We would like to ask him to 
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MGA KANONG NANGGAHASA! 


A POSTER featuring a camouflaged American soldier ser 
protester demanding Philippine custody of US troopers 
Filipina in Subic in one of dozens of protest rallies a 
accused Americans. 


Lawmakers asked to investigate oil spill off Semirara 


ves as a backdrop for a 
charged with raping a 
st US custody of the 


ro el 


will catch up with negligent officers, 


NJ. Cotabato execs join clamor 


for RP custody of GIs in rape 


COTABATO CITY—NORTH COTABATO OFFI- 
cials have urged President Macapagal-Arroyo 
to suspend the antiterror exercises involving 
American troops in Carmen town if the Unit- 
ed States refuses to turn over to Philippine 
custody the American soldiers charged with 
the rape of a Filipina in Subic. 

The court handling the rape case had is- 
sued warrants for the arrest of the US service- 
men but the US Embassy insisted that, under 
the Visiting Forces Agreement (VFA), it has 
the right to custody of the accused US troops. 

In a manifesto, the provincial officials, led 
by Gov. Emmanuel Piñol, on Tuesday said the 
province could not play host to soldiers of a 
mation that insults the Filipino people. 

"What if, God forbid, a similar case would 
happen during the conduct of the Balance Pis- 
ton exercises in our province? Would the US 


government turn over the suspects to our lo- 
cal courts? With the Luzon case as a prece 
dent, the answer is most probably no.” 

“Ме cannot allow this to happen because in this 
linie place we сай home, we have always believed 
that no one is above the law" said the postion paper. 

At least 35 American and 60 Filipino sol- 
diers are taking part in the month-long mili- 
tary exercises dubbed as Balance Piston 06-02. 

“The US government should respect our 
sovereignty as a nation and immediately turn 
over the American soldiers charged with rape 
to the jurisdiction of Philippine courts,” the 
officials said in the manifesto. 

che US government continues to display ar- 
rogance in this case, then we will refuse the con- 
дист of future Balikatan exercises in the province 
of North Cotabato,” they said. Jeoffrey Maitem 
and Charlie C. Señiase, PDI Mindanao Bureau 


Dads seek stop to low-level flights. 


ANGELES CITY—THE CITY COUNCIL PASSED 
a resolution asking US military officials to stop 
making low-level and night flights in this city 
(pop: 400,000) during war games, saying these 
were causing "unnecessary panic, apprehension 
and inconvenience" among residents. 

The council was asked to consider an ordi- 
nance banning such fights over the city’s populat- 
ей villages not only by the US military but also by 
the Philippine Air Force and commercial airlines. 

“These flights are a serious concern to our 
residents,” Councilor Jay Sangil, the resolu- 
tion’s sponsor, said. 

He said these were raised as Filipino and 


close where the fuel came from 


American troops held new exercises 

The appeal and the proposed ban came as an 
0У10 plane of the PAF crashed in Paombong, 
Bulacan, on Tuesday. The council also took into 
account the crashes of two РАР planes in the 
city’s neighboring town of Mabalacat in 1999 
and 2001 and the emergency landing by a US 
Marine Corps F/A 18 Homet in 2000. 

A copy of the resolution will be sent to Frese 
dent Macapagal-Arroyo, Foreign Secretary Al; 
berto Romulo, the Presidential Commission on, 
the Visiting Forces Agreement (VFACom) and 
the US Embassyin Manila. Tonette Orejas, 
PDI Central Luzon Desk 


stop opposing jueteng. He's the on- 
ly one against it,” said Cadelina. 

They narrated how difficult 
their lives had been since jueteng 
stopped on Jan. 17. 

“We're starving. We do not have 
money to buy food," said Petronila 
Latina, a cabo from Bambang. 

“My children are mad at me be- 
cause I can't give them money to 
go to school,” said Tony Valdez of 
Bayombong. 


By Jhunnex Napallacan 
PDI Visayas Bureau 


(Napocor) to coordinate with the 
military so soldiers on Panay Is- 
land and Mindoro would be 
pulled out and help in the clean- 
up drive. 

“We are asking Congress to 
conduct a full-blown investiga- 
tion. It could be the House 
committee on natural re- 
sources. We have no trust on 
the Department of Environ- 
ment and Natural Resources 


and the office of the President, 
so they should not intervene in 
the investigation,” said Gerry 
Corpuz, Pamalakaya informa- 
tion officer. 
He said the group wants the 
ег" of the 
bunker fuel identified to make 
them also liable for the spill, 
along with Napocor. 
Corpuz said they wanted to 
know why Napocor did not dis- 


Ignacio de la Flor, Coast Guard * 
deputy commander in Western 
Visayas, said the barge was being’, 
towed by a tugboat on its way td, 
Oriental Mindoro from Masbate, 
when it was battered by strong ; 
winds and waves. 

He said nearly 200,000 liters of 
bunker fuel had contaminated 
236 hectares of mangroves and 
40 sq km of marine life off the, 
coast of Semirara Island. P 


and where it should be delivered. 

The Pamalakaya, he added, 
suspected that Napocor only 
‘wanted to own up to the destruc- 
tion brought about by the oil spill 
to protect its clients 

Corpuz said they were count- 
ing on the party-list representa- 
tives of Bayan-Muna, Anak- 
pawis and Gabriela to heed their 
call. 


CEBU CITY—CONGRESS WAS 
asked yesterday to investigate the 
oil spill from a power barge that 
threatens marine life in Semirara 
town in Antique. 

The Pambansang Lakas ng 
Kilusang Mamamalakaya ng 
Pilipinas  (Pamalakaya) also 
asked the National Power Corp. 


Execs, 


By Tonette Orejas 
PDI Central Luzon Desk 


DINGALAN, AURORA—ENVIRONMENT OF- 
ficials on Tuesday turned over to social welfare 
workers 238,492 board feet of lumber for dis- 
tribution to 776 families who have yet to be re- 
settled since landslides hit the town in 2004, 

“Our resettlement has taken so slow. What 
government did to the victims of Mt. 
Pinatubo's eruptions (in 1991) is much 
faster," said Cesar Martin, chair of the Multi- 
Bectoral Group of Dingalan, before the 
turnover rites at the Department of Environ- 
ment and Natural Resources office here. 

Martin's group sits in the oversight commi 
tee organized by the DENR and the Depart- 
ment of Social Welfare and Development to 
monitor the distribution of lumber from logs 
retrieved by the DENRS Natural Resources 
Development Corp. (NRDC) through a con- 
tractor, the Siriporn Enterprises. 

Assistant Environment Secretary Vicente 
Paragas supervised the turnover, 

Gov. Bellaflor Angara, Regidor de Leon, 
DENR Central Luzon executive director, and 
Margarita Sampang, DSWD regional director, 
confirmed the delay in the resettlement ef- 
Forts but ruled out irregularit 

“Алдага said the snail-paced construction of 
houses were due to lack of lands not prone to 
‘earthquakes and landslides. 


Lack of funds 
De Leon said the delay was also due to Siri- 
porn having only a mini-sawmill. 


For lack of money, the NRDC could not af- 
ford to hire a big sawmill to hasten the cutting 
of logs, he said. 

As payment for its services, Siriporn would 
get 1,200 cubic meters of logs from out of al- 
most 5,000 cu m of retrieved stock. 

Martin and Editha Hailar of the Dingalan 
Calamity Vietim Association said 30,000 
board feet of lumber, in the care of the local 
government, have been missing from the in- 
ventory. 

Mayor Jaime Ylarde said he would look in- 
tothe report of Martin and Hailar. 

‘A supposed beneficiary Leopoldo Salvador, 
has submitted an affidavit claiming he did not 
receive 1,599 board feet of lumber from the. 
town government. 

Martin said the pieces of lumber were be- 
ing diverted for sale outside Dingalan. He de- 
clined to say who were behind the sale of logs 
ordered retrieved by the National Disaster 
Coordinating Council (NDCC). 


‘Transparency 

During the program, Angara demanded 
transparency from the local government, 
DENR, DSWD and Siriporn to “erase the im. 
age of corruption that Dingalan has earned 
from media reports.” 

She also asked the government agencies to 
give more power to the oversight committee 
io monitor the distribution of lumber to 
homeless families 

She urged big landowners in Dingalan to 
donate sites or sell these at more affordable 
prices. 


villagers complain of slow resettlem 


ARESIDENT of Dingalan, 
town in December 2004, 


ent in Aurora 


‘Aurora returns to what is left of her home shortly after Typhoon “Yoyong” slammed the 


moimoro 
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By Jocelyn R. Uy 


iBARELY 24 HOURS AFTER MORE 
"than 50 houses burned down in Las 
Piñas on Tuesday, another fire broke 
out in a warehouse in the city on 
Gladiola Street, T. S. Cruz Subdivi- 
sion, Barangay Almanza Uno. 

The fire, which was first reported 
at 10:15 a.m. yesterday, started at 
the warehouse of Rich Chemical En- 
terprise, a company engaged in the 
manufacture and refilling of paint 

-thinner and muriatic acid. 
City fire marshal Senior Insp. 
!Robert Pacis said the owners, Po 

Yeng and Lily Ong, were inside the 
warehouse when they saw flames 
near the metal drums which con- 
tained-the chemicals. 

“The Ongs panicked so they im- 
mediately left the building,” said 


A HELICOPTER pours water over a chemicals warehouse on fire at TS Cruz Subd 
Uno, Las Pifias City. No one was hurt, but property damage was estimated at P10 million. 


Fire hits Las Piñas warehouse 


Pacis, adding that they had received 
a call about the fire from Patrol 117. 

“The fire spread quickly because 
of the chemicals inside the build- 
ing," according to Southern Police 
District fire marshal Sofia Men- 
doza. 

Firemen had to use Aqua Use Fill 
Forming Foaming (A Triple F), a 
chemical, to put out the fire. A heli- 
copter was also used to douse the 
flames with water. 

Federico Sambilon, the ware- 
house's security guard, told the In- 
‘quinen that the company’s 17 em- 
ployees were on a break when the 
incident happened. "I just saw the 
warehouse already in flames. But 1 
did not hear any explosion," Sam- 
bilon said. 

Firemen have yet to talk to the 
Ong couple about details concern- 


ision, Barangay Almanza 
рн 


ing the fire. Media persons later 
learned that Lily had to be rushed to 
the hospital because her blood pres- 
sure rose. 

Mendoza pegged the damage to 
property at around P10 million. 

‘The Ivquiner learned that people 
living near the warehouse had 
asked the city government last year 
to transfer the company to another 
site because it allegedly emitted 
hazardous smoke and a foul odor. 

Pacis confirmed that the compa- 
my had been the subject of com- 
plaints in the past. "We are going to 
check the establishment's permits 
and other pertinent documents,” 
the city fire marshal added. 

As of press time yesterday, fire- 
men were still putting out the fire 
although it had been declared un- 
der control at 2 p.m. 


unlikely 


By Tina G. Santos 


REYNALDO JAYLO, THE CONTROVERSIAL 
chief of the disbanded Presidential Anti-Ille 
gal Recruitment Task Force (PAIRTF) who is 
wanted by authorities for six counts of serious 
illegal detention, has no plans to surrender. 

Jaylo's lawyer, Frank Chavez, said it was 
not necessary for the former police officer to 
present himself in court just yet. 

“At this point, it is not necessary because 
the rule says my appearance as his counsel 
was already a volun- 
tary submission to the 
jurisdiction of the 
court," Chavez, a for- 
mer Solicitor Gener- 
al, told reporters yes- 
terday. 

Asked if Jaylo had 
Sent surrender feel- 
ers, Chavez said: “As 
of now, it's out of the 
question. We're going 
to avail ourselves of 
all legal remedies.” 

Chavez also re- 
fused to say whether 
or not his client was 
still in the country 
saying he had not 
been in contact with 
Jaylo. 

“He has no contact 
with his family or 
anybody else. The 
last time we talked was in December when he 
pleaded with me not to stop representing 
him,” Chavez said. 

The lawyer yesterday asked Manila Re- 
gional Trial Court Branch 28 Judge Nina An- 
tonio-Valenzuela to put off the implementa- 
tion of the arrest warrant she issued against 
Jaylo on Dec. 29. The judge had specified that 
no bail would be recommended for the ac- 
cused "because he was charged with several 
counts of a capital offense." 

"We're asking the court to review the basis 


JAYLO: Where is he? 
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Jaylo surrender 
— lawyer 


ofits order finding probable cause and issuing 
the warrant of arrest against Jaylo. There is 
no probable cause, therefore the case should 
be dismissed," Chavez said. He alleged that 
dome persons—"from some members of the 
NBI (National Bureau of Investigation), the 
CIDG (Criminal Investigation and Detection 
Group), some officers of the DOJ (Depart- 
ment of Justice) and a member of the Cabi- 
net"—obviously wanted to put his client in 
jail without due process. 

But Senior State Prosecutor Emmanuel Ve- 
lasco yesterday coun- 
tered Chavez's argu: 
ment that there was 
по need for Jaylo to 
surrender since the 
lawyer had already 
appeared in court. 

"There is no such 
thing as appearance 
ihrough counsel be- 
cause the court can- 
mot convict the 
lawyer,” Velasco sai 

"Under the law, no- 
body can ask for any 
positive verdict from 
the court unless the 
court has acquired ju- 
risdiction over the 
case and over the per- 
son or the accused," 
Velasco added. “In 
this case, Jaylo re- 
mains in hiding. He 

must first surrender before he can ask for pos- 
itive relief from this court." 

‘Apart from the warrant of arrest, the court. 
had also put out a hold departure order pre- 
venting Jaylo from leaving the country. 

Jaylo was charged in a Manila court after 
the NBI raided the PAIRTF headquarters and 
found eight persons, all suspected illegal re- 
cruiters, in detention. The DOJ said Jaylo had 
no authority to detain persons after July 9, 
2005, since Malacafiang had failed to renew 
the mandate of the task force. 


Alleged victims of kidnap gang turn up 


Passenger kills jeepney driver 

A JEEPNEY driver was shot dead on Tuesday afternoon by one of his passengers in Marikina City. An- 
поо Edora. 47, was shot twice in the head by the unidentified suspect who was seated behind him. 
РОЗ Felixerto Aguila told the Inouimen. Edora was the president of a tricycle drivers and operators as- 
Sociation in Barangay Concepcion Dos, Marikina City. His group was reportedly involved in a turt war 
against Iricycle drivers and operators in nearby Barangay Cupang, Antipolo Cily. Marikina police chiet 
Senior Supt Manvel Gaeran said the victim had been getting death threats before the incident. He 
aded that they were stil investigating i the dispute could have motivated the killing. “But we are stil 
looking at other angles,” he added ‘Edson C. Tandoc Jr. 


Suspected illegal recruiter arrested 

THE NATIONAL Bureau of Investigation (NBI) has arrested a suspected ilegal recruiter who was able 
to dupe over 100 people of more than PS milion in placement fees. Editha Gascon, 42, was arrested 
during an entrapment at D' Lamplight Manpower Agency on Leveriza Street, Malate, Manila, last week 
NBI oficerin-charge Nestor Mantaring said Gascon was brought to the Manila City Prosecutor's Ot- 
fice for mare than 100 counts of estafa and for violating Republic Act 8042 or the Migrant Workers 
Ac. The complainants lawyer, Rosario Galit, said the suspect had “misrepresented herself as а broker 
f prospective employers in Taiwan, Dubai, Korea and Hong Kong.” She added that Gascon was able 
to convince the victims to apply for work abroad, promising them jobs as caregivers, factory workers 
and domestic helpers. “Gascon was credible because she was fluent in Korean, Cantonese and Ara- 
bic,” бай said, adding that the victims believed she had connections abroad because she easily 
switched from one language to another. Margaux C. Ortiz 


‘Ang bayaw na hilaw ni’ Mike Arroyo 


By Edson C. Tandoc Jr. 


TEN MORE ALLEGED VICTIMS OF A 
kidnap-for-ransom group, which tar 
geted Indians in eastern Metro Mani- 
la and Rizal province, have gone to 
the police to file complaints against. 
alleged members of the gang. 
Marikina City Police chief Senior 
Supt. Manuel Gaerlan yesterday said 


he expects more victims to show upin 
the next few days. 

Three members of the kidnap-for- 
ransom gang were arrested on Tues- 
day in San Mateo, Rizal, in a police 
raid. Arrested were Romeo Jimenez , 
the alleged gang leader; Onkar Singh, 
who was reportedly the group's "tip- 
ster,” and Ben Torrefil. Another sus- 
pect, Joel Royo, died after he alleged- 


ly traded shots with policemen. The 
police also rescued an Indian trader, 
Karnail Singh Chahal who was kid- 
napped by the suspects earlier. Cha- 
hal said the suspects had demanded 
P5 million in ransom from his family. 

The victims claimed the kidnap 
group had been preying on members 
of the Indian community in Metro 
Manila for over a year now. 
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AMRSP JOINT BOARD STATEMENT ON THE SUBIC RAPE CASE 


DURING A HEARING ON THE NATIONAL BUD- 
get the other day, opposition senators took ums 
scolding Customs Commissioner Napoleon 
Morales for the smuggling activities of the sib- 
lings Vicky and Tom Toh 
atthe piers. 

Morales could only 
squirm in his seat as he re- 
ceived brickbats from the 
senators. He said he was 
still new in his post and 
that he would look into 
the report that came out 
in this corner on Jan. 14. 

In fairness to Morales, hes still groping in the 
dark. My customs sources say he's doing every- 
thing to meet the collection target. 

But hes also playing it safe when he deals 
with cargo reportedly belonging to the siblings 
Vicky and Tom Toh. Morales is playing it by ear, 
so to speak. 

Vicky and Tom Toh have been lording it over 
the piers since President Macapagal-Arroyo took 
over in 2001. During the time of former Presi- 
dent Estrada, Tom was just a small-time im- 
porter, bringing in items for his hardware store. 
Не was not known in the piers. 

But Tom hit the jackpot after Estrada was 
ousted from office and replaced by Ms Arroyo. 
He has become a big-time importer (read: smug- 
sler) at the piers. 

People at the customs bureau fear Tom. When 
cargo purportedly belonging to Vicky and Tom is 
intercepted by customs examiners, the mere 
mention of Tom's name sends shivers down the 
spines of the examiners. 

Нина mo nang pakialaman yan, kung 'di mo, 
gusto ma-assign sa Tawi-Tawi (Don't touch it if 
you don't want to be assigned to Tawi-Tawi), an 
official reportedly told an overzealous customs 
examiner. 


ON TARGET 


Ramon Tulfo $ 


Tom is called “ang bayaw na hilaw ni FG" (I 
fake brother-in-law)) by people at the piers." 
refers to First Gentleman Mike Arroyo. 

Ttold Mike Arroyo, a close friend (I wonder if 
he still considers me a 
friend after this), about 
what customs people 
had told me about the 
Toh siblings, But FG, 
perhaps blinded by love 
(they say love is blind, 
dont they?) would dis- 
miss the reports. 
“Naninira lang ang mga yun, Mon (They're 
making up a story)" he would say. 

Mike Arroyo said Tom Toh was a client of his 
Jaw firm and that was probably the reason many 
people were jealous of Tom. 

Тот and Vicky especially hold sway at the 
Harbor Center adjacent to the North Harbor. 
Harbor Center is owned by Regis Romero, a 
crony of former President Ramos. 

From 2001 up to 2004 (or when Ms Arroyo 
was already President), when there were allega- 
tions that it was a haven for smugglers, Harbor 
Center didn't have any customs examiner as- 
signed tot 

‘Every day for three years, highly dutiable car- 
go was unloaded from ocean-going vessels at the 
Harbor Center. The steel, wood, cement, flour 
and resin shipments were reportedly brought in 
by Vicky and Tom. 

Through the Junn Brokerage firm, the Tohs 
reportedly paid only minimal taxes and duties of 
their cargo through under-valuation. "What can 
we do, Mon? Tom always mentions the name of 
the First Gentleman,” a customs official told me. 

Why didn't they check this with Mr. Arroyo, 1 
asked. They replied that Tom, a name dropper, 
was probably telling the truth because of reports 
in the newspapers about the alleged relationship. 
between Vicky Toh and Mike Arroyo. 


and autonomous judgment. 
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The Members of the Joint Executive Board of the Association of Major Religious Superiors 
in the Philippines express their wholehearted support for the Woman Rape Victim of Subic, 
her family and her lawyers for their courageous pursuit of justice in spite of great odds. To 
her mother's appeal for prayers, we offer those of our communities throughout the 
Philippines not only for the success of their legal endeavors but for her healing and 
consolation. We are designating the feast of the Holy Martyr St. Agatha on February 6 as a 
day of fasting and prayer for this intention and the intentions of all victims of sexual violence. 


We appeal to the sense of faimess and justice of the US Embassy in the Philippines to 
facilitate the effective exercise of legal processes of the Philippine judicial system by 
surrendering the accused to be put on trial. We urge the Philippine Courts to render swift 


This case strengthens our conviction that the Visiting Forces Agreement should be 
abrogated by the Philippine Government. It not only occasions similar abuses and violation 
of human rights, but also casts a shadow on our sovereignty as a nation. 
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when 

buying 

a condo, 

ask yourself ... 


ll other projects dazzle you with fan 
designers, but come turnover time, 
incomplete finishings, and the most spar 


Century Properties and Me 
Essensa East Forbes at th 
stylishly furnished hi-rise residences in t 
the Bonifacio Global City) and Soho Cent 


ridien Develop 


All units come with air- 


a full sound and entertainment system, 
bathroom fittings, at NO EXTRA COST! 


With all other condos you get a 
BARE unit upon turnover . 


W nl 


cy model units, designed by famous interior 
all you get is a completely bare shell, with 
tan of fittings. 


ment Group, the creators of the award winning 


e Fort, are now offering the first and ONLY fully-fitted and 


he country with South of Market or SoMa (at 
ral (across Shangri-La Plaza Mall). 


conditioning, kitchen cabinetry, refrigerator, cooktop, modern 
rangehood, microwave, a washing machine, be: 


dframe, a flatscreen TV with DVD player, 
a dining showcase, a living room setup, and 


So no expensive interior design bills, no time wasted looking for appliances and 
furniture. No move-in worries. No disappointments. 


Come visit our m 
with Century. 
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Fort Bonifacio Global City 


odel units to see just what more you'll get when you make your home 


SN 


Ж 


EDSA 
SHANGRI-LA 
HOTEL 


d 


— — 


SM MEGA MALL S 


SHANGRI-LA 
PLAZA MALL 


As low as P 3M or P 18,000/month 


CENTURY 


PROPERTIES GROUP 


WE SEE THINGS A CENTURY AHEAD. 


www.soma.com.ph 


As low as P 2M or P 8,800/month 


® 818-9025 » 893-7050 
ortext 0915-700-2000 


www.sohocentral.com.ph 


tus your feedback: inquirer sprt namelagelciy/message to 2207 (Globe) or 283 (Smart) 


EO places PSC under 
Department of Health 


E-mail: pr. per Oder com ph 


Editor Teddyvic S. Melendres 


GINEBRA's Chris Porter goes for a lay-up against Red bull's Enrico 


Villanueva in Game 2 of their semifinal series. 


By Marc Anthony Reyes 


MALACANANG HAS PLACED THE PHILIPPINE 
Sports Commission under the Department of 
Health in an Executive Order expected to com- 
plicate the process of development and train- 
ing of Filipino athletes. 

PSC chair Burch Ramirez yesterday confirmed 
the existence of EO 441 putting the DOH as the 
“oversight committee” on the health and finess of 
the national athletes, currently under the care of 
the sports agency. 

"The BO came out last June 27 but was shelved 


so as not to disrupt the country’s hosting last 
month of the 23rd Southeast Asian Games, 
where Team Philippines emerged overall cham- 
pion for the fist ime since joining the biennial 
meetin 1977. 

The PSC, with help from the First Gentleman's 
Foundation, funded the training and other needs 
of the RP athletes aside from financing the refur- 
Dishing of facilites used in the SEAG. 

Sources said the EO may have violated Repub- 
lic Act 6847 which created the PSC in 1990 as a 
government agency exclusively under the Office 


G 


Ramirez said the PSC board is concemed over 
the scope of the РОН» power over the PSC. 

“Ir looks like the DOH as an oversight commit- 
tee has overall management power and direct su- 
pervision over the PSC," Ramirez told the aun. 
x. "In that case we will be reporting to the DOH 
secretary regarding our program which concerns 
the athletes.” 

There should be no problem, according to 
Ramirez, ifthe РОН extent of power is confined 
only to the physical condition of the athletes. 

"But how would the DOH make decisions re- 
garding sports polices?” he asked. 


Red Bull ties Ginebra 


By June Navarro 


JAMES PENNY IS PROVING TO BE THE 
Vue money choice for Red Bull 

Penny seized the initiative when the 
game was on the line and 
carried the Bulls to an 86-83 
win over the Barangay 
Ginebra Kings that leveled 
their San Mig Coffee-PBA 
Fiesta Conference semifinal 
series last night at the 
Araneta Coliseum. 

‘Although nursing a fever, 
Penny buried a pair of 
dutch three-pointers that erased a 
three-point Ginebra lead and saved the. 
day for the Bulls two games into the 
best-of-seven series. 

“its now a best-of-five and we did 
well on our last best-of-five,” said Red 


GAMES 
TOMORROW 
(Ynares Center) 
440 p.m.—Ai21 vs. 
Puretoods 
7:35 p.n.—Red Bull 
vs Barangay Ginebra 


Bull coach Yeng Guiao after the Bulls 
bounced back from a 105-100 overtime 
heartbreaker in Game 1. 

“1 guess the only difference between 
Game 1 and this game was we worked 
а linde harder and got our 
running game back,” he 
added. 

‘The Bulls are the No.1 
fastbreaking team in the 
league but the Kings held 
them scoreless, 11-0, in 
transition the last time out. 
Last night the Bulls had 17 
points off fastbreaks as 
against Ginebra's 13. 

Penny, who was a lastminute re- 
placement in the quarterfinals, actually 
dustered eight straight points in the 
last two minutes, including those back- 
to-back triples that shifted the momen- 


tum to the Bulls, 85-82, and had the 
Kings resorting to a prayer of a shot to 
send the game into overtime. 

"just had an open look and took it,” 
said Penny, who finished with 25 points. 
and 16 rebounds on top of three blocks, 
two steals and one assist. "Tm confident 
with those shots because I have a very 
good percentage on that area even in 
practice." 

Despite the win, Guiao minced no 
words blasting the officiating. 

The scores: 

RED BULL 86—Penny 25, Tugade 13, Bio 
12, Pennisi 9, Тобол 8, Wem 5, Values 6, 
Спа 5, Pages 2 Nord 0, Bugia d Robinson 
0 

GINEBRA 83—Porter 30, Cogdoa 13, Santos 
13, Helterbrand 1, Aren 6, Merk 6, lber 3, 
Sahacion 1, Macapagal 0, Dimaurahan 0. 

Quarters: 11-22, 38-33, 60-59, 86-83 
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Barrera ducks Pacquiao, 


battles Chavez instead 


By Salven L. Lagumbay 
Contributor 


MARCO ANTONIO BARRERA, THE FIRST MEXI- 
сап boxing great Manny Pacquiao humbled in 
2003, has abandoned plans of meeting the cham- 
pion Filipino fighter in the near future. 

With Pacquiao's masterful demolition last Sat- 
urday of Erik Morales still in everybody’ lips, Bar- 
rera announced yesterday he had signed up to 
challenge Intemational Boxing Federation (IBF) 
lightweight champion Jesus Chavez on March 25. 

Barrera, the reigning World Boxing Council and 
IBF super featherweight, had delayed finalizing 
the fight with Chavez, saying he wanted to see first 
what happens to the rematch between his two big 
rivals, 

‘Apparently, Barrera saw the writing on the wall, 
and realized that fighting Pacquiao in the immedi- 
ate future constitutes a career suicide. The Filipino 


had stopped Barrera in the 11th round of a non-ti- 
Че clash three years ago. 

‘Dubbed “The Ultimate Challenge” and present- 
ed by Golden Boy Promotions, the Barre Cees 
showdown will take place at the MGM Grand Gar- 
den Arena in Las Vegas and will be televised by 
HBO. 

As ifto justify his decision, Barrera said the fight 
with Chavez gives him the chance of making histo- 
ту as the first ever Mexican-born fighter to win ti- 
tes in four different divisions. 

“Trainer Freddie Roach, meanwhile, had refused 
хо name а possible opponent for Pacquiao, al- 
though American Tim Austin, the former IBF ban- 
tam champ, had announced in media releases that 
he was wiling to travel to the Philippines if that is 
what it takes to snag a fight with the Filipino ring" 
icon. 

Roach had hinted that the Filipino superstar 
may optto fight next in the Philippines. 


Ticker tape parade for Pacman 


‘MANILA MAYOR LITO ATIENZA WILL LEAD THE 
hero’s welcome for Manny “Pacman” Pacquiao en- 
titled “Tagumpay ng Pinoy” when the Filipino box- 
ing icon rerums to Manila on Friday morning. 

Pacquiao, an adopted son of Manila, is expect- 
ed to arrive at Manila City Hall at 9 for a courtesy. 
call on Mayor Atienza who will accompany him 
to Malacafiang to pay a courtesy call on Presi- 
dent Macapagal-Arroyo. 

‘They will embark on a ticker tape parade that 
will start at City Hall; straight to Jones Bridge; 
right at Escolta to Plaza Sta. Cruz; straight to 
Dasmariñas; right at Quintin Paredes; right at 


Reigna Regente; left at Recto; right at Delpan; 
left at Zaragosa; right at R-10; right аг Moriones; 
left at Juan Luna; right at Tayuman; right at 
Forbes; left at Laong Laan; right at Blumentritt; 
left at Españia; straight at Quezon Avenue; right. 
at Scout Chuatoco; left going to Mo. Ignacia; 
right at Scout Esguerra; right at Eugenio Lopez; 
left at Timog; right at EDSA; right at Kamuning; 
left at Tomas Morato; right at E. Rodriguez; left 
at Araneta; right at Aurora Blvd. (R. Magsaysay 
Blvd); left at Nagtahan; right at Zamora to Pe- 
fiafrancia; left at Pedro Gil; right at Onyx to 
Dagonoy Market, Р 
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Dandruff, very oily or dry, itchy scalp and other irritations may lead to hair loss if you 
don't do anything about it. Shampoos may not give you enough help. But with Svenson 
International, you'll get optimum results through our Tricho-Intensive Treatments. 
Your scalp will be thoroughly cleansed to provide the ideal environment for healthier 
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Young Harbour Centre 
tackles Rain or Shine 


RAIN OR SHINE HOPES TO BANK ON ITS ARRAY OF SEASONED 
scorers when it tackles the young Harbour Centre crew today in 
the semifinal round of the PBL Heroes Cup. 


‘Apart from the edge 
in experience, the Elasto 
Painters hold an outright 
one game headstart in 
the bestoffive series 
that starts at 2 рт. at 
the San Andres Gym. 

Magnolia Ice Cream 
also totes a one-game 
cushion when it battles Granny 
Goose in their own semifinal match 
ata pm 

Rain or Shine and Magnolia 
only need to win twice in the se- 
ries to advance to the finals, the 
bonus given to the two teams 
with the best records at the end of 
the elimination round. 

Harbour Centre and Granny 
Goose, however, must pull off 
three wins to have a shot at the 
championship. 

Leading the Elasto Painters offen- 
sive options is Jojo Tangkay, who av- 
erages a league-best 16.45 points. 

‘Along with Tangkay, the leading 
candidate for the Most Valuable 
Player plum, Junjun Cabatu, Ron- 
Jay Enrile, Gilbert Malabanan and 
Jay-R Reyes also sizzled when the 
Painters closed the elimination 
round with five straight victories to 
claim the top spot. 

But the momentum is also high 
for the Portmasters, who posted the 
longest winning run this conference 
with six consecutive wins 

“Game 1 of the semis is the most 


Toyota Otis tryout tomorrow 


THE TOYOTA OTIS TEAM IN 
the Philippine Basketball League 
is holding an open tryout tomor- 
row atthe Letran gym. 

The tryout is set from 10 a.m. 


crucial so we have to 
beat them,” said Har- 
bour Centre coach 
Jorge Gallent. “If we 
lose, we have to beat 
them three in a row and 
that would be difficult.” 

The late inclusion of 
point guard LA Tenorio 
made the big difference for Har- 
bour Centre, coupled with the im- 
proved performances of Fi-Am Rob 
Reyes and the hot shooting of 
Joseph Yeo. 

‘While everything has been run- 
ning smooth for the Painters and 
Portmasters, the Ice Cream Wizards. 
could only wonder what hit them. 

After an amazing 7-1 start, the 
Wizards unexpectedly ended 
their elimination-round cam- 
paign with three straight losses. 

Main man Arwind Santos typified 
the Wizards struggles, averaging on- 
ly five points in his last three games. 

But Tortillos coach Joe Lipa 
dismissed the Wizards’ dipping 
performance. 

“Magnolia is a very talented 
squad so we have to exert more 
effort and play real smart to beat 
them,” said Lipa. 

Both pairings figured in close 
fights in the elimination round. 
Rain or Shine nipped Harbour 
Centre in overtime, 74-70, while 
Magnolia slipped past Granny 
Goose, 69-65. Jasmine W. Payo 


GAMES TODAY 
(San Andres Gym) 
2pm.—Raln or 
‘Shine vs Harbour 
Contre 
4 pm—Magnolia 
ws Granny Goose 


to 3 p.m. and will be handled by 
coach Louie Alas. 

The tryout is part of Toyota 
Otis early preparation for the 
next PBL conference. 


BY TOP CHOICE 


Race 1—{OrtTr) Princess Indy (1), Magiliw (2). 

Epic Energy (4), Astronaut (3) 

Race 2—(Or/Tr—Habagat (2), Dancing Spree 
(a). Friend e stack (1), 

Race S (QU. Money Man (4) Вей Вых (1), 
Oar Deep (G), Key temen G), Falot fuy N) 
Race 4—(Penta/Tri}—Raven (6). Aim and fire (4), 
Mountain Eagle (8), Friendly Venture (7) 

Makati Haven (3) 
Race 5—(OrvIr— Bold Lucky (3), Selectee (2), Gold- 
еп Issue (4), En Carta (1) 

Race 6—(Penta/T) — Modern Classic (8), Miss Bobon 
(5). Aminin (9), Silver Cho Cho (1), Mano Po (7) 
Race 1- (Orr aw Lamang (б), Mni Sirt (1), 

Good Day (8), Chances Are (4) 

face (Pr Rel броун Ocene (D. Wear 
The Fo Hat (4 a e Sos 0) 

Race (Super GATA} арпа (9) ange), 
Boxster (6), Better Sire (10), Top Of 0 Une 
(2), Shaolin (6) 


priority sports. 


The NSAS 


SPORTSWATCH 


Red Horse-PCSO Drag Racing 

‘TWO OF THE BEST DRAG RACING TEAMS—BLANCHE RACING AND GROUP N- 
Matonetics Racing—gearup for a big showdown when tne 2005 Red Horse-PCSO 
National Drag Racing Championship Seres retums Saturday at the BRC Drag Sron 
Rosario, Batangas. Group N-Matonetics's Sonny de Torras В eyeing to a tid straight 
win in the Quick 8 category against Blanche Racing's Walter Pazon and Sheldon Chua. 
‘The event is sanctioned by the Automobile Association of the Phils. and sponsored by 
Red Horse, PCSO, Petron, Sparco and supported by Pilipinas Shell Petroleum Corp., 
Denso Spark Plugs, Casino Арто, GV 98.9 FM and gest 5 FM. 


Jackpot prize awaits Roligon winners 

А JACKPOT PRIZE OF P4 MILLION PLUS A BRAND NEW TOYOTA INNOVA AWAIT 
the champions in the 16th Anniversary 6-cock derby of Roligon Mega Cockpit on Jan. 
31, Feb. 2, 4, 7 and 9, “Cockers and breeders should take note that the prize money 8 
‘the same as that of an international derby,” said hast Rolly Ligon. “The only difference 
is that we're giving away a Toyota Innova for tha fastest win champion.” Entry fee is 
P11,000. The first round of eliminations (2-cock) will stat at 10 a.m. Tuesday due to 
‘the big number of first-day combatants which rose to 150 yesterday. Last year, Wewe 
Burgos of Batangas, Teddy Macadagdag o Cate and Jeric Junio of Bulacan, led 
the 384-entry Roligon Anniversary Derby. Сай 851-2275, 833-1638 and 852-9812. 


Las Piñas derby features 94 fights 

NINETY-FOUR FIGHTS WILL SPICE UP A SPECIAL 3-COCK DERBY AT THE FUL 

y air-conditioned Las Piñas Coliseum. Coliseum manager Alex Toblas, derby host, 
‘said that entries came from as far as Bataan, Pampanga, Bulacan, Cavite, Laguna, 
Rizal and Metro Manila. Derby starts 6 p.m. Aside from the cash prize of P300,000 
on the ins an additional bonus of P1,000 per win willbe given away. Entry fee Is 
P5,500. Submission of entries is from 7 a.m. to 2 p.m. Сай 873-1040 and 874-3910. 


Global derby finals today at Big Dome 

THE 2006 CYBERFRIENDS GLOBAL DERBY RESUMES TODAY AT THE ARANETA 
Coliseum starting at 4 p.m. Sponsored by Thunderbird Power Feeds, tonight's 3- 
‘cock паб feature 33 undefeated entries and 8 bets with 1-win and 1-draw apiece. 
‘Twenty entries have 1 point each. The Cyberfriends Is а group of Pinoy sabungeros 
and foreign pitfighters who have been acquainted through www.sabong.net ph. 
Raui Ebreo the curent Cybertiends presidant. 


Callaway Demo Tour today 

CALLAWAY GOLF WILL HOLD THE SECOND PART OF ITS DEMO TOUR FOR 
пен products today and tomorrow at tne Las Pis driving range. The hitting ses- 
ions wil ba conducted from 5 pm. to 9 p.m. Golfers wil be given the chance to 
fit Calaway’ clubs from tho FT3, ERC Hol X-18, BB 454 drivers: Fusion Tankum, 
X-Tour Forged and X-18 iron and BB Titanium and FT3 fairway woods. The Demo 
Tour is organized by Callaway's local distributor, Planet Sports. 


Only 20 NSAs sub 


THE PHILIPPINE OLYMPIC 
Committee has given na- 
tional sports associations 
until the end of the month 
to submit their assessment 
or else lose their chance of 
getting picked as one of the 


POC president Peping 
Cojuangco yesterday said 
only 20 NSAs were able to 
submit their reports during 
the POC general assembly. 
reports, 
added, would be the basis 
of he final assessment by 
the POC executive board. 
Cojuangco said the POC 
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SPORTS 


competitor ata recent Motocross 


Jr65 Rider of the Year. 


‘SUPERKID: Rafael “Raprap” Enriquez, the Superkid of Motocross, soars to overtake а 
Competition in Pandi, Bulacan. The 9-year-old Grade 3 
student of Lourdes School-QC won the Ist leg of the 2006 Super Juniors Motocross Series in 
Batangas City. He was also awarded 2005 МАМА National Champion (50cc), 2005 
Ultimate Red Horse/GSM Speedfest [r65 Rider of the Year and 2005 BMW-Authohaus Cup 


Mapua cagers trounce LPC 


MAPUA INSTITUTE OF TECHNOLOGY BEAT 
Las Piñas College, 72-63, to start its bid on а 
bright note yesterday in the National Capital 
Region (NCR) eliminations of the 60th Na- 
tional Students Basketball Championship at 
the PMI Gym in Escolta. 

‘The Cardinals led 36-31 at the half and 
never looked back from. 

Las Piñas tried to bounce back behind Mark 
Constantino who pulled the count to 45-47 
midway the final half. 

But Cardinals coach Horacio Lim told his 
boys to step up on defense and the ploy 
proved effective as Mapua pulled away anew, 
63-53, with five minutes to go. 

Jofer Gonzales topped Mapua with 18 
points while Gilbert Migraso added 17. Ray- 
mond Tiongco and Jerby del Rosario added 
nine and seven points, respectively 

Constantino paced Las Piñas College with 17 


list doesn't 


potential 


he COJUANGCO 


al-Arroyo 
executive board will then бешт 


“sit down with the Philip- 
pine Sports Commission” 


before coming out with the 
list of priority sports that 
will be assured of funding 
from the government. 

The POC chief said the 


“it could be eight or even 
more than 10 for as long as 
these NSAs can establish 
that their athletes have the 


medals in the Olympics." 
The frenzy came about 
when President Macapa- 


determining 10 sports to be 
given funding by the gov- 
emment and the private 


points while Joseph Emano contributed 13. 

Sixteen college teams and 16 high school 
teams are participating in this annual tourna- 
ment organized by the Basketball Association 
of the Philippines. The other matches are be- 
ing played at presstime. 

"The top three college teams and the top 
three high school teams after the elimination 
round will advance to the 60th National Stu- 
dents Basketball Championship also known 
as the National Inter-Secondary and National 
Inter-Collegiate Championship which will be 
held in Bacolod City from Feb. 26 to March 4, 

Host Bacolod under the supervision of BAP Re- 
gional Director Anthony Agustin will inform BAP 
president Joey Lina on the other venues aside from 
the newly renovated West Negros College Stadium. 
which will be the main venue of the event. 

For details, contact NSBC commissioner 
Rolly Tumapat at 0915-9991590. 


mit report to POC 


sector based on their 
chances of winning the 
Philippines’ first Olympic 
gold in Beijing in 2008. 

Cojuangco said the list 
should be finalized by the 
end of February when the 
training program for the 
Doha Asian Games is in 
place. 

"Like before the Athens 
Olympics was held, who 
has ever heard of archery, 
of their programs?" said 
Cojuangco. "There must 
bea clear proof of the ath- 
letes potentials.” Marc 
Anthony Reyes 


have to be 10, 


to win gold 


issued an order 
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La Salle 
bets win 


LASALLE FELL A DIVISION TITLE SHORT OF 
its sweep bid as Marcel Puyat powered Ate- 
neo to the boys grade school crown at the 
close Tuesday of the sixth Samsung Inter- 
scholastic golf championships at the Tagaytay 
Highlands and Midlands courses. 

Miko Yee and his Greenhills high school 
team highlighted the La Salle romp by keep- 
ing the overall team and individual titles that 
went with the Greenies’ capture of the boys 
college and the combined college-high school 
competitions for girls. 

Yee scored 54 points for the second straight 
day Marco Olives had 51 and Alan Guy chipped 
in 41 as LSGH posted a 146 and a three-day tally 
of 423 for the highest total among the 29 teams 
entered in the tourney. Carlos Fonacier and Mar- 
vin Mendoza complete the team. 

Oliver Gan, Justin Limjap, Charles Hong, 
nme Villanueva and Marlo Capinianes won the 
boys college plum while Geleen Handog, Kim 
Hong and Lileth de Vila captured combined high 
school-college giris play for La Salle-Taft. 

‘Ateneo denied La Salle of another sweep with 
Puyat leading his team to an eight-point win in 
the event staged by Samsung Electronics Philip- 
pines Inc. and co-sponsored by Tokyo Tokyo, 
KZG, Microtel, Srixon, Pacsports, Philippine Air- 
lines as the official carrier, Sunbolt, Rudy Project, 
C-Lium Fiber and Sports Plus. Media partners 
are Wave 89.1, Jam 88.3 , 89.9, 99.5 RT, 103.5 K- 
Lite and Killer Bee. 

Joining Puyat in the victory over La Salle 
Greenhills were Bino dela Paz, Rafael Vera 
Cruz, Niko Evangelista and RJ Banzon. 

Poveda held off a big rally by the Masters 
Academy to clinch the girls grade school 
award. Paulina Sotto scored 25 and Andie Un- 
son 20 for a 208 total, three more than Mas- 
ter's which got 25 from Christina Potenciano 
and 23 from Andrea Legaspi. 

Samsung awarded trophies to the team 
and individual champions and also raffied off 
appliances, mp3 and cell phones. 

Yee beat Miko Alejandro for the overall in- 
dividual tile after Alejandro only scored 49 
on the last day. 

‘The other individual champions were Oliv- 
ег Gan, who beat Justin Limjap in boys col- 
lege, Beverly Mendoza, who prevailed over 
Cyna Rodriguez for the college-high school 
girls, Sotto, who bested Potenciano, and Puy- 
at, who beat Bino dela Paz in the elementary 
division and JR Gonzales and Princess Super- 
alin the special division, 


Coach E boasts 
of top mentors 


THE COACH E BASKETBALL SCHOOL, WHICH 
guarantees quality basketball instruction from top. 
players like Eric Altamirano, Ronnie Magsanoc, 
Benjie Paras and Joey Guanio, started yesterday 
in two venues, 

Aside from the four members of the UP Ma- 
roons team that won the UAAP title in 1986, 
the school also features mentors Xavy Nunag 
and Jigs Mendoza. 

Altamirano, who founded the school in 
2004, promises personalized and scientific 
basketball training in the school backed by 
Burlington, Accel, Spalding, Brothers Burger, 
Proline, Viva Mineral Water and Powerade. 

Enrollment is welcome at 631-1195 from 
Monday to Fridays, 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. (look for 
Mylene) and 0921-17562639. E-mailed res- 
ervations at iba_phil@yahoo.com should in- 
clude the child's name and contact number. 


LOS ANGELES—WHEN MANNY PACQUIAO 
and trainer Freddie Roach did a duet in Las Ve- 
gas last week to admit mistakes, one grizzled 
boxing exper listened in amusement and great 
concem. 

That listener was Larry Merchant, the famil- 
iar gray-haired figure let with the task of quiet- 
ly debating with fighters after a big boxing 
bout. 

On Saturday night Merchant was there 
again beside Pacquiao, the winner whom he 
called a combination of Muhammad Ali, Bruce 
Lee and Elvis Presley. 

This time, the task of talking to the winner 
came quite easy. 

While other experts lke Al Bemstein and 
Ring Magazine had predicted a Morales win, 
Merchant refused to be swayed. 

‘Merchant told this reporter at the Mar- 
gaux media assembly area of the Wynn Las 
Vegas on the eve of The Battle he had a 
hunch it would be Pacquiao. 

Nothing dear and definite, just a gut feel, 
Merchant clarified. 

‘But why such a hunch? 

“Because Pacquiao could really improve 
on his mistakes,” Merchant said. 

1t would be noted that among the first 
things Pacquiao did upon touching base in 
Las Vegas for his rematch with Morales was 
hold a mini presscon. 

‘There, he explained how they had under- 
mined and taken Morales lightly before the 
first encounter at MGM Grand. 


For lying, El Terrible terribly mauled 
(Or why Erik Morales was kayoed) 


Bare EYE 


Recah Trinidad 


Freddie Roach grabbed the mike and took 
the blame. He explained he had sincerely 
thought Pacquiao would have an easy outing 
against Morales last March because El Terrible 
had lost to Marco Antonio Barrera, whom Pac- 
man had knocked out in Texas. 


Silly but t did not tum out to be that simple. . 


Roach and Pacquiao, saying they had made 
all necessary adjustments, promised a complete 
turnaround in the rematch. 

Now, forget what they say that it could be the 
case of too many blows in too many fights in too 
many rings for Morales. 

Forget how Morales had junked his father as 
trainer. Forget repons that he was coming in 
from an extended honeymoon with a new 
younger wife and was still 145 pounds a couple 
of week before The Ваше. 

Forget whispered claims Morales took the 
brutal Lasix reducing pill in order to drastically 
shed excess poundage. 

Instead, Morales should be made to ex- 
plain why he mouthed falsehood in the fight. 
press 


Morales definitely was not being honest to 

himself when he announced that he did not 

remember being shaken by a single Pacquiao 
in their fist meeting. 

If there was one fighter who had really 
hurt him, Morales would say it was Junior. 
Jones, two-time conqueror of Barrera, 
Morales’ nemesis. 

He was not hurt by Pacquiao a single mo- 
mentin their first battle? 

If Morales did not remember being shak- 
en or hurt, while his legs behaved like soggy 
noodles in the 12th round of his first en- 
counter against Pacquiao, truth came knock- 
ing in the form of a sorry stoppage on Satur- 
day. 


80 claimed it was never possible for 
Pacquiao-Morales 11 to have umed into a con- 
tinuation ofthe first encounter between the two 
great pugs. 

Well when the first bell sounded for the re- 
match last Saturday, it was no longer for the first 
round but, in reality for Round 13 of the Pac- 
rman El Terrible rivalry. 

‘Morales visibly brought into the second en- 
counter memories of the near knockout suf- 
fered against Pacquiao in the first fight. 

Pacquiao capitalized on what he had leamed 
and discovered in the first fight. 

He worked hard, very hard to cure his mis- 
takes. 

Pacquiao did not peddle falsehood. 

Morales did. He should be able to come back 
only if he stars being unfair to himself. 
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Super Bowl: Everybody wants to be the underdog 


‘TACOMA, WASHINGTON SUPER BOWL 
XL can't have two underdogs can it? 

The Pittsburgh Steelers were more than. 
ready to point out to reporters after defeat- 
ing the Denver Broncos in the APC Champi- 
onship Game that they were the team ev- 
eryone expected to lose. If not to ће Bron- 
cos on Sunday then to the Indianapolis 
Colts in the divisional playoff. Or the 
Cincinnati Bengals in the wild-card game. 

Using the old disrespected ploy for all it 

„was worth, sixth-seeded Pittsburgh 
"shocked the world" —according to Steelers 
receiver Hines Ward —by impressively win- 


ning three road games against the confer- 
ences No. 1, No. 2 and No. 3 seeded teams. 

és the first time a sixth-seed made the 
Super Bowl and only the second time a 
team has won three road games to make it 
The 1985 New England Patriots were the 
others todo it. 

“No one believed in us but us,” Steelers 
quarterback Ben Roethlisberger said. 

‘That’ starting to change. Many think 
Pittsburgh will defeat the Seattle Seahawks 
in the Super Bowl in Detroit on Feb. 5. Odd- 
makers installed them as 3 1/2-point fa- 
vorites. 


Running back Jerome Bettis said the 
Steelers will be able to handle the new role. 

“I think we've leamed from the mistakes. 
of the past and we haven't been overconf- 
dent and taking anybody for granted," Bet- 
tis said. “I think that’s because of the posi- 
tion we were in, working our way up from 
the bottom.” 

‘Ward said being an underdog actually 
made it easier for the Steelers in their run 
because the expectations were lower. That 
was a big change from the previous season 
when the Steelers went 15-1, earned home- 
field advantage in the playoffs but lost in 


the ttle game to the defending Super Bowl 
champion New England Patriots, 41-27. 
“This year there were no expectations,” 
Ward said. "We were the sith seed. No- 
body expected much out of us. There was 
more pressure on (our opponents) than us. 
We went out and played ball and every- 
thing worked out the way its supposed to." 
Wards take is somewhat misleading. 
The Steelers did have to beat the Detroit Li- 
onsin the regular season finale just to reach 
the playoffs, but they weren't a fluky wil 
card team destined to flameout in the first 
round. An 11-5 record, in most seasons, 


easily qualifies a team for the postseason. 

‘Where Pittsburgh might have been over- 
looked was in media coverage. The Patri- 
ots, Colts, Broncos and even the improved 
Bengals drew attention and were the popu- 
lar choices to represent the AFC in the Su- 
per Bow. 

"The Steelers running game and defense, 
however, were made for the playoffs, and 
ies not a big leap to say the Steelers were 
beter than the teams thet won division ti- 

les 

Four of the Steelers losses were to play- 
offteams. New York Times News Service 


James scored 12 points in the third quar- 
ter—one fewer than the Pacers—and the Cava- 
bers outscored Indiana 27-13. 

In Orlando, Florida, Hedo Turkoglu scored 30 


Iverson hauls Sixers Hingis’ run A 
ast distracted Kings : i 
KIM bri ck wall 


„ 41 points and Chris Webber had 17 points and 
in the game to break at 95-all tie and had eight 


„13 rebounds, leading the Philadelphia 76ers 

over the undermanned Sacramento Kings 
more points down the stretch to help Orlando 
gain control of a see-saw game. 


109-103 in the NBA on Tuesday. 

The Kings were without Peja Stojakovic be- 

cause he stayed back at the hotel after the team. 

reportedly agreed to send him to Indiana for Ron 
‘Artest earlier in the day However, the trade fell 
through, though Artest left open the possibility 

that something could still happen. In Miami, Dwyane Wade 

“Аз far as distractions go, not hav- scored 18 of his 25 points in 

ing Peja was the biggest thing,” the second half, helping the 

Heat pull away from the Mem- 

phis Grizzlies, 94-82. 

Shaquille’ O'Neal had 20 

‘| p> points and 15 rebounds in on- 

ly 30 minutes for Miami, 

which won its 515 consecutive 


Mike Bibby said. "We still dont 

know whats going on.” 
home game when leading after 
three quamers. Former Mem- 


MELBOURNE, AUSTRALIA— 
Martina Hingis found out Wednes- 
day that she can still slug it out 
with the best but has a ways to go 


to get back to the top. 

‘Second-seeded Kim Clijsters, overcoming а 
rash of mistakes, ended Hingi” dramatic come- 
back run at the Australian Open, winning, 6-3, 2- 
6, 6-4, to reach the semifinals and take over the 
No. 1 ranking. 

"Ies been a long time since 1 played her,” Cli- 
jsters said after Hingis, a three-time champion 
here, exited Rod Laver Arena to a loud ovation. 
"She's improved a lot since she was at her best.” 

‘But that was when the power surge in wom- 
en's tennis was just picking up momentum. 
While Hingis showed that she wasnt over- 
matched from the baseline, her weak serve let 
her down, setting up easy Clijsters winners. 

‘Asked if she learned anything, Hingis said: 
“Speed is important.” 

‘Despite the loss, she said she was satisfied 
with her first Grand Slam event in three years. 

“I think сап be proud of myself,” Hingis said. 
“You just can’t think you're going to go out there. 
and win everything. Losing to Kim today still 
gives me so much to look forward to. I just have 
to work harder I have to start believing." 

‘The victory guaranteed that reigning US Open 
champion Clijsters will take over the top ranking 
from Lindsay Davenport, who lost in the quarter- 
finals. 

“After the year I had last year, this is the cherry. 
on the cake,” she said. "It was never a goal. Keep 
working hard and good things happen.” 

She next plays No. 3 Amelie Mauresmo, who 


reeled off the last nine 
straight games in a 6-3, 6- 
0 quarterfinal win over 
No. 7 Patty Schnyder of 
Switzerland. 

On the men's side, 
No. 21 Nicolas Kiefer 
of Germany survived а 
nearly fe hour 
match—and а 96 
minute final set—to beat 
No. 25 Sebastien Gros- 
jean of France, 6-3, 0 
64, 67 (1), 86, to ad- 
vance to the semifinals. 

Kiefer wil play the 
winner of the late match 
between top-ranked 
Roger Federer and No. 5 
Nikolay Davydenko. 

Hingis quit the tour in 2002 duc 
to persistent foot and heel injuries. 

Ranked No. 349 and playing on a 
wild-card entry, she retumed to com 
petitive tennis on Jan. 2 and 
coming into the match. 

But the best player that she had beaten 
here was 30th-seeded Vera Zvonareva in the 
first round, and everyone was eagerly waiting 
to see what would happen when she faced a top. 
player like Clijsters. 

Hingis looked nervous, tentative and over- 
matched at the start, as Clijsters won 12 of the 
first 16 points and jumped ahead 4-0. 

* always used to have this mental edge over 
other players” she said. 

The comeback will continue, with Hingis 
heading next to Tokyo next. AP 


` points and Kevin Martin added 20 
as the Kings lost their third straight 
game. Sacramento has won at 
least 55 games in four stright bean. 
sons, but is last in the Pacific Divi- 

The Sixers have won three in a row, ‘added 14 points and six assists 
improving to 2120 at the halfway for the Heat, who have won 
point ofthe season. Philadelphia, which А two straight 
came in allowing the third-most "Mec е In Minneapolis, 
points in the NBA, reverted back to 4 Chauncey Billups beat his 

old team by five points in 
consecutive solid efforts. 

The Sixers held Memphis Detroit to a 107-83 win 
and Minnesota to under 90 and giving Pistons coach 
points each, but allowed the Flip Saunders a satisfying 
Kings to shoot 47.6 percent. return to Minnesota. 

Billups finished with 27 
beter on the defensive 
end" coah Maurice seven rebounds after 
Cheeks sad. “Tonight { outscoring the Timber- 
<wasntoneofourbestde- J = 9 wolves 18-13 by himself 
Тепме efforts, but if 7 inthe third. 

ў ; In San Antonio, 
it on the defensive highs of 17 points and. 
end.” PAU GASOL (16) ofthe Memphis Grizzlies eight assists, and Tim 

In Cleveland, Le- gets tangled up with Shaquille O'Neal (32) of Duncan had 14 points 

and nine rebounds to 

lead the Spurs over in- 

Seven rebounds as the Cavaliers rolled past the jury-plagued Charlotte Bobcats, 104-76. АР 
Indiana Pacers, 96-66, which may be on the 
verge of trading Ron Artest. 


NBA on Soar: 10 am—Minnesota vs Memphis (replay at 
Spm) 


Bibby had a career-high 44 
sion. phis guard Jason Williams 
its usual form on defense after 
the third quarter, leading 
“We've gotten a little bit 
points, eight assists and 
мете going to make a 
‘Beno Udrih had season 
Bron James had 23 the Miami Heatin a rebound play. » 


move, well have to do 
; points, eight assists and 


HINGIS 


PEOPLE, ESPECIALLY OUR GRIZZLED 
pundits that [love to be with mostly all 
these years (Rene Jose of RMN 558 is 
опе of them of course), have started 
comparing Manny Pacquiao with Flash 
Elorde. Pancho Villa, too. 

Thave seen glimpses of Elorde, the 
poor, shoeshine kid from Bogo, Cebu, 
‘who became world junior champion 
(130 Ib) in 1960. Alas, not Villa, the 
fiyweight dreamer from Iloilo, who 
became world flyweight champion 
(112 Ib) long before World War П 
broke out. 

The few film clips 1 saw about 
Elorde, umm, he was good. 

‘The loads of stories І heard about 
Villa, umm, he was good, too. 

Elorde reigned for nearly a decade 
as the world junior lightweight cham- 
pion—from 1960 to 1967. That’s not 
to be sneezed at. Boxing is so cruel a 
sport that for one to be The Top, the 
Numero Uno, that long is something 
you salute ill eternity. 

Villa took America by storm near 
the era of the so-called Roaring Twen- 
ties, His name was Francisco Guille- 
do, a spunky kid ош of lloilo, who was 
rechristened Pancho Villa because of 
his big punch, big heart and big 
dreams, 

Villa became America's darling be- 
cause of his speed and power. He was 
on his way to full stardom when 
tragedy struck him in the so-called 
Jand of milk and honey: he died after 
fighting a guy named Jimmy 
Melamin in California. 

No, not because he got knocked out 
byMcLamin. 

No, not because he was beaten 
black and blue by Melamin in their 
10-round fight that saw Villa lose on 
points in a non-title, overweight bout. 
Villa was the world champion then in 
the 1124b division. Unfortunately, 
due to loose rules or something, he 
was ordered to fight an overweight 
Маапип, who climbed the ring a 
bloated 120 b. According to my bud- 
dy Ed Picson of the Bulletin and dzSR, 
Melamin would proceed to become 


Greatness awaits Pacquiao 


SPECTATOR 


AI S. 
Mendoza 


the world welterweight (147 lbs) 
champion. 

‘Tragically, Villa died just days after 
that loss to McLamin because of blood 
poisoning due to an infection. An ab- 
scessed tooth prior to the fight was the 
culprit. Villa ignored doctor's advice 
not to fight McLarnin. That cost him 
his Ше. With Villa's death, his throne 
was declared vacant, 

‘While Elorde was composed, re- 
served and quiet as a cemetery, Villa 
was flamboyant, gaudy and loud as a 
rock concert. 

Pacquiao would as much resemble 
Villa, both in fighting style and 
lifestyle. 

Villa, when he came home from a 
big fight in America, would demand a 
ticker tape parade around Manila on 
board the most expensive, flashy 
car—dressed gaudily like a certified 
ramp model superstar. 

Didn't Pacquiao buy a Porsche 
Cayenne, definitely a ride fit only for 
the wealthy, days before he fought 
Erik Morales? 

If that’s not being flamboyant 
enough, what is? 

But then, give it to Pacquiao. Every 
hero, celebrity, deserves more than 
the ordinary Extraordinariness is а 
first cousin of success. 

Now as to who is better, if not the 
best, among the three atop the 
ring—punching power and all—t say 
its Pacquiao. 

As keep saying here, no boxer will 
remain standing once he gets hit by a. 
Pacquiao punch, The good thing 
about Pacquiao is, whether its his left 
or his right connecting, it can send 
anyone to dreamland. He's that strong 


=} 


in both hands and I've never seen any 
borer in his dass, Filipino or not, that 
can match his punching power. Not 
Elorde. Not Villa. 

ОК, some say Elorde was a classic 
and Villa was complete. 

In classic, we mean Elorde fights al- 
most methodically, if not scientifically, 
all the time, No brawl, just mostly 
boxing. 

In complete, we mean Villa fights 
almost scientifically, if not methodi- 
cally, ай the time. All brawl, all box- 
ing, 

In the case of Pacquiao, he has yet 
to have the classic trait of 
Elorde—but he is almost there as 
seen in his classic 10-round destruc- 
tion of Erik Morales on Jan. 22 in 
Las Vegas. He was mostly Mr. Brawl, 
until Freddie Roach came along and 
taught him the rudiments of pure, 
unadulterated boxing tinged with 
body banging and crisp head-hunt- 
ing. That was extremely evident in 
Pacquiao's last fight seen all over 
the world via pay per view. 

Definitely, though, the three are 
now our greatest boxers ever. But Pac- 
quiao is set to become the greatest ev- 
er of the three. At 27, Pacquiao is still 
due for more big wins that can make 
him truly our finest boxer of all time. 

‘Again, as I always love to say here, 
discipline would be the key Thats the 
aspect in Pacquiao's arsenal that Tm 
‘worried most as he is known to havea 
weakness for BBC—B as in beer, В as 
in billiards and C as in cockfights. 

Not bad for Pacquiao to have his 
BBC. Let Pacquiao enjoy all three. But 
if he also intends to enjoy his fame 
and wealth—and surely bell gain 
more of those—he must handle his 
BBC with moderation. 

Elorde had discipline and stayed 7 
years at the top. 

Villa had no discipline, was stub- 
bom, and paid dearly for it. 

Pacquiao should leam from the 
two. 


‘Comments to menju@pldtdsl.net 


UAAP: Still no decision 
on La Salle controversy 


By Jasmine W. Payo 


LA SALLES QUERY ON THE LEGALITIES OF 
its planned pullout from next season's basket- 
ball competition remains unanswered as the 
UAAP board decided yesterday to tackle the 
case in next month's meeting. 

ЧААР representatives remain tight- 
lipped on the eligibility case involving two 
Archers, but issued a statement yesterday 
noting that “the board prefers not to make 
any statement on the La Salle players’ issue 
to avoid meddling with the fact-finding 
body's task.” 

In the same statement, Dr. Ricardo Mati- 
bag, league secretary-treasurer and mem- 
ber of the investigating panel, assured that 
any decision or recommendation on the 
case will be announced, at the very most, 


on the last week of February. 

Absent from yesterday's board meeting 
was league president Fr. Max Rendon, who 
was out of town. 

The board members only discussed the 
eligibility of athletes in the second 
semester sports and other league rules. 

La Salle is mulling over the possibility of fil- 
ing a leave of absence from the cage tourna- 
ment after uncovering two ineligible players 
in its roster last October. But the school only 
wants to pull out of basketball competitions. 

Archers Mark Benitez and Tim 
Gatchalian submitted fake certificates of 
their Philippine Educational Placement 
Test, an exam taken in lieu of a high school 
diploma, to gain entry incollege. 

The university voluntarily offered to re- 
turn its 2004 championship trophy. 


REGATTA CHAMPS: The Manila Dragons Dragonboat Rowing Team won three awards in the 
recently concluded 2006 Jam 8? FM Dragonboat Regatta 3rd Leg in cooperation with the 


Philippine Dragon Boat Feder 
men's teams which saw action i 
veteran rowers and Team B, whe 
time paddlers. The women's crew « 
time of 1:19.27. Team's A and B, on ti 
captains and seasoned rowers Edward Vasquez, 


~id at the Manila Bay. The Manila Dragons fielded two strong 
"round of the 500-meter event. Team A paddled with 
‘hut in the race, consisted of new members and first- 
“st runner-up trophy in the 250-m race witha 
4. got the 2nd and 3rd runner-up trophies. Team 
‘Mylene Buenafe and Вой Inocencio led the 


Manila Dragons. joining the team in photo are Iris Оса, the team's executive secretary (extreme 
left, standing) and team manager Raul Bumanglag (extreme right, standing). 
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TASON, YOU'RE 

A ЫТТЫ YOUNS 

To BE WRITING 
A MEMOIR, 


Comi 


BY BILL AMEND 


YOU'RE 10 YEARS OLD! 
NOT ALL THAT MUCH 
HAS HAPPENED 
To you! 


TLL HAVE You know 
INE BATTLED MORE 
DEMONS IN MY LIFE 

THAN ALL THE BooZE- 

ADDLED WRITERS, 
, ne WORLD 
coMBNED! 


BY TOM ARMSTRONG 
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ANG GANG OF 3 
BA ANG MAY ^ 
PAKULO NG CHACHA 


BY JESS ABRERA 


РАКА MAISULONG 
ANG PARCIAMENTARY, 


ANG MAG 
Fe, OF GOVT. WZAPAErLOS NC 


eee . ln, 


| 
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(кле) | 
Сто HAGA) 


I HAVE AN cr 
EXTREMELY 
LARGE 


ы 
BLADDER. — 


У о Banen сац река озо MO BANG мазе 

[ake TEODUL SONS || SNOR ттм SAVORS. 

| NANAY MO E NAGTANIM KA BUMUKOD NA SA М Ванду? 
NG GALIT SA KANYA 2 


ses. 
SN 
BINIBITAWAN AN 
E LALATANAN 


BY JERRY SCOTT 


ТЕ E TATTLE ON Yo), AND You TATTLE он МЕ] 
MANSE WELL CANCEL ЕМА OTHER OUT 
AND NOBODY wi GET N TROUBLE. 


BY LYRAGARCELLANO 


SHoULDN^t You de 
WORKING ON deb 
Self-esteem?! ро 
You WANt to de 

SMALL FoReveR?, 


AFtER I MAKE мч 


To oNe's PERSONAL 
Свон. Like возил «уз 


E 


DIVINE COMEDY 


JAMES 
BOND'S 
PHILAN- 
DERING 

DAYS ARE 

OVER 


HOROSCOPE 
BY FRANCIS DRAKE 


YOUBORN TODAY: You have dramatic fair and self-confidence. This makes you attractive in the eyes of others. Be- 
tause you're an independent individual, you often encounter controversy in your life; however, this never holds you 


tal end religious ar 
thers today 
{ou passionately ident 
fy with your bells right now. This 
makes it hard to see the other side 
n fac, ies impossible!) 


© 
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TAURUS (April 20 to 
May 20): Conversations 
with a parent, boss or 


CANCER (June 21 to 
July 22): Your research 
Skills are fabulous to- 
day If there's anything 
you need to search out 
Or learn more about, 
ure there! You're like a dog with a 
ne 


VIRGO (Aug. 23 to 
Sept. 22): You can get a 
lot done at work today 

SJ Because you speak wi 
authority others will lis- 
ten. Your belief in what you are so 
strongly proposing is why you're 


‘convincing. 
and young people today 


Ste Youve determi and gost arene aig dau you. the year send might be one of the bes years of 
your ife 
Hou date of: Douglas MacArthur, general; Ellen DeGeneres, comedian/actress; Paul Newman, acto 
ARIES (March 21 to LEO (July 23 to Aug 
(QS ae e 22): Conversations with 
ron wih a fend (or riers and cie 
perhaps even a group) is Friends are qute intense 
usually intense today today You will definite- 
You want to win others over to your ly say what you mean and 
Way of thinking. Stik to the issues ‘what you say. However, others are 
Dont get hung tp on victory. Justas strong! (Be careful) 
© authority Agure will be 
memorable today, 
You're putting а lot of 
yourself into what you have ro зау. 
Tn males you extremely рана. 
sive 


LIBRA (Sept. 23 to Oct. 
22): You're very persua- 
sive talking to children 


DAiLY CROSSWORD 


L Youre lke the Pied 


Piper. They will follow you any- 


where. 
aps within your family. 


Don't let your determi- 


nation make you lose sight of the 
bigger picture. 


(e 


ACROSS. 

1 Stately display 

5 Promenad 

10 Type of schoot 

14 Gen Bradley 

15 Jeopardy 

16 беле 

17 Кайла! 

18 Ink ingredient 

19 Actor Hollman 

20 Sant of ee. 
cummings 
8 

23 Glossy fabric 

24 Ham's brother 

25 Drenchos 

2 Faces te day 

33 Oven soting 

36 Palindromic 
adress 

эв "Giant ranch 


SCORPIO (Oct. 23 to 
Nov. 21): You're deter- 
mined to make improve 
ments at home or per- 


‘SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22 
to Dec. 21): Today you 
can market, sell, teach 
ог convince anyone of 
anything simply be. 
cause you believe in 
what you're saying; As th old so 
ing goes, a good product sells itsel! 

З bave some excellent 
moneymaking ideas to- 
day. IF so, you can per- 
suade others to agree 

with you. If you make a serious pur- 


chase, be sure you know what you're 


doing. 
wp in your sign today. 


2 is gives all your 


thoughts a hard-edged determina- 
Чоп, You have something to say to 


others now. 
‘cause you have the mind 


ms 
39 Pan 2 of quoto 
40 Pen 3 of фов 
@ Pon обов 
43 Sharply cefred 
Ed 
еза 
вс hte ben 
47 езп 
stato 
49 Goss 
51 Expos 
БЕЛ 
E 
57 Enc of quoto 
з Medea piant 
64 Color mounts 
en Sabi coder 
68 Losta Caren 
fim 
S Sirs boo 
а ми һу 
% Abound 
70 Favorable 
responses 
m Vichy very 


DOWN 

1 Маву stations 

2 Nebraskan 
metropolis 

3 'Оутра” 
paier 

4 Arguments 
propostion 

5 Simiens 

б Thaw 

7 Make beer or 
cles 


CAPRICORN (Dec. 22 
to Jan. 19): You might 


lan F Sede 
Huntington Beach, CA 


а опоо 
3 bran бшу 
10 Eny eoret 
T Kerouac book, 
Se 

12 Gana 
Ere 

ле юй gains 

Bi letras ovo 

22 тоа 

Boro) 

f baut 
E 

арт? 

49 Thompson of 
Татү 

з Prenat sato 

32 rers 

Š sca amiy 
Tene 

м Сты 

Ж umero 
Mane 
E 

п еа 

2 отот 
КЕ 

41 a progeny 

Dior 
тоте 


ronger 


AQUARIUS (Jan, 20 to 
Feb, 18): Both the Sun 
and Mercury are lined 


PISCES (Feb. 19 to 
March 20): You can dis- 
cover secrets today be- 


of a sleuth, Research 


anything you need to find out about. 
You have the determination to look 
under every rock! 


46 Tub accassory 

48 Subsantaly 
mado 

50 Label 

52 Putin 
moltealis 

54 Bart or Ringo 

55 Uneanniy 

56 hennes 


57 Cartoonist Kelly 

58 Nastase ofthe 
rets 

50 Lacquerwere 

60 Vienam 
пей 

61 Actress 
Barcrolt 

62 Employs 


MIKROKOSMOS 


SABI NUNG TINDERA, 
“PAG SUMUOT DAW Ако 
NING ITIM NA DAMIT, 
MAGMUMUKHA KONG 


BY JOMIKE TEJIDO 


AT TIYAK МА 
MASISIYAHAN Ako 
SA SASABIHIN NG 


PEAR, ANG 


7 PA 
Made AY; DAMIT MO 


LANG PALA 


вен. WHATS WORSE THAN 
"WAKING UP TO YOUR MORNING 
BREATH? 


Ped SALAMMAT NA LAG ME 

PIESA KASI калт SA WTP 

eee LAKAD NA LANG 
KAMI m Venom 


LOVEKNOTS 


JAJA, MAHAL KO! NGAYONG "Y. (AT ISUMPA MO 
MAY ATERITIS AKO, SUMPA KO PMASPAPA TABA 
HIND! NA AKD IINOM.. 


Aus e AT AND 
катан ANG 
KEKSYON NG 


THURSDAY, JANUARY 26, 2006 PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER 


ч Editor Emmie G. Velarde 
"Textus your feedback: Inquirer ent name/ago/city [message to 2207 (Globe) or 283 (Smart) 


4 15 RP digital — T 
` films abroad 


By Bayani San Diego Jr. 


FIFTEEN FILIPINO DIGITAL FILMS WILL ВЕ 
shown in two forthcoming festivals abroad. 
Cinemalaya Independent Film Festivals 
competition director Laurice Guillen report- 
ed: "One full-length and three short films 
JOEY de Leon and Vic Sotto: "Kung mayron kaming nasabing тай from the first Cinemalaya were invited to the 
19th Singapore International Film Festival 
(SIFE April 13-29).” 


6 SIFF programmer Philip Cheah handpicked 
Wh a u a a Alfred Aloysius L. Adlawan’s full-length dra- 
ma "Room Boy" and the shorts "Babae" by 


Sigrid Andrea Bernardo, "Blood Bank" by 
Pamela Miras and "Mansyon" by Joel Ruiz 
osts a Q © ize ‘Cheah was a juror in Cinemalaya, where all 
four movies won individual awards. 
SIFE its website says, aims "to promote ex- 
By Marinel R. Cruz Bone of contention was бе S morg Мы: MM 
word “buntis” (pregnant). La- dl 
CC 
Joey de Leon, hosts of the word is not really vulgar, it was under a special section dubbed “The Panora- 
longest-running noontime show, used with [malice]." ma on bude es Digital Cinema from Revo- 
“Bat...Bulaga” apologized to (See box below) ladon to Rte usyen.” 
viewers last week, about fivedays Also included inthe memo wa from Cheer lava, the: Unda’ candiets dE 
alter the Movie and Television co-host Jose Manalo, who hosted ыты Barros Sanchez's "Lasponggols" and 
Review and Classification Board the shows "Mr Pogi” segment Auraeus он о 
(MTRC reprimanded them for with Wally Bayola on Jan. 3 Oliveros" (ful-length features); and Ruizs 
using "double-meaning words." “We received calls complaining “ ^ ы 
MENGE Chair Marisa La- that Jose branded people from wem the Guena One fest are Mark Gary ү EVOLVE OR DIE 
guardia said Vie and Joey and co. Quiapo as mandurukot (pic gandalang Bahay” and Lisa Cornejos i iit Tcl 
host Jose Manalo, apologized pockets) and snatchers,” said Lal- «gig» 8 4 
"sometime between Tuesday and guardia. 


2 hi ч: 
Ee e Ке ушы. "apa wide амеша gen OMe Roum itd ea задата 
tions committed on the Jan. 3 the violations with Malou Choa- Mes de Guzman's “Diliman,” Khavn de la 
and 4 episodes." Fagar, executive of Television and 


Said Laguardia: "They told Production  Exponents пс perro E iain te 
viewers, We apologize kung may- TAPE), producer of “Eat. Bula- Cogon” and Lav Diaz's "Ebolusyon ng Is 
roon man kaming nasabing hindi ga." Тһе TAPE executive ш муд nE nE, 
maganda.” promised to act immediately on УЛ 

A memo to Laguardia from pe- the complaint, the MTRCB chief 
cial agents ofthe Board's Monitor- added. 
ing and Inspection Unit (MIU), re- Laguardia said Fagar sent her a 
ported that Joey violated the memo stating that Joey and Vie 
Parental Guidance classification would face stiffer sanctions if 
when he uttered vulgar words and they violate MTRCB rules and 
cracked lewd jokes in the "Bule- regulations again, end Jose 
gaan” segment of "Eat... Bulaga” would be suspended. 


and why the MTRCB was irked 


IN “BULAGAAN” ON JAN. 4, Јову also told Paulene Luna: 
Joey told co-host Francis Maga- “Makakatagpo ka ng lalaking 
lon: “Makakabuntis ka йо matulis.. Ibig sabihin. 
taon na ito... Napakalinaw, saisat mabubuntis ka.” 

nuebe (cards held by Julia in Air Pogi, Jan. 3, Jose asked 
Clarete). Ikaw makakabuntis (to a contestant: "Batang Quiapo? 
Francis). Ikaw mabubuntis (to Baka mandurukot ito ha... taga- 

Quiapo ka? Di ka snatcher?” 
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en: Novellino 


The only way to enjoy wine this Chinese New Year 
nu way J^9 


Enstwood City Walk 2, Eastwood City 
,Rodeiguoz Jr. Ave, (6-5) Quezon City 


оттоо cal 


687-6963 
iy GUARANTEED SEATS 
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UNDERWORLD 2 Celebrate Chinese New Year with Novellino wines! Dold, refreshing flavors. 
EM Rich, sparkling, textures. Chinese New Year has never tasted so good, 
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635-5555 


FOR ALL BRANCHES 


www.robinsonsmovieworld.com 
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Perfect, Gift ^ 


Al'Year Round 


A Pre Paid Movie Pass to the Hottest Seats in town. 
Get Special discounts £x volume purchases! 
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AYALA MALLS 


16 Lovemall! 


622 
— AYALA CH CENTER 


Now accepted in over 1,000 BPI affiliated establishments 
including restaurants, department stores, specialty 
‘shops, spas, and more in five Ayala Malls. 


Give the Ayala Malls eGC - 
The Gift 

of Over a Thousand 
Choices. = A. 7. А.н 
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GLORIETTA AYALA CENTER 


Meet & Greet Bob The Builder Sinulog 2006 Exhibit 
January 29, 2008 January 6 to 26, 2008 - Paseos 


2nd Philippine Dive Trade Show 
January 26 to 28 2006 


AYALA : 
Jizz Festival 
January 23,2008 
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Registration for Art Workshops now gn-going at 
Ayala Museum 
For inquiries; please call 757-7117 to 21 10629. 
‘Online registration at www.ayalamiuseum.org 


Ayala MUSEUM 
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NOW SHOWING 
САТ AYALA GINEMAS 


MTRCB Rating: Себеси Audience (0) 
Hoe g e pls. call 729-7777 
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ZATHURA 


JA STACK 4 OVENTURE 


Face. painting or free yi atthe: 
cinema lobby on January 28 & 29 
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З $ Alabang’ Town Center 
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Manny, don’t! 


eMM TAS: 


METRO MANILA THEATERS ASSOCIATION” 


? AFTER MANNY PACQUIAO'S VICTORY IN 
Vegas, he is now more popular than all of our 
; local movie stars combined . Would it be wise 
1 forthe “People's champ to venture into show 
i biz? He hosted “Kamao” with Robin Padilla 
X and Vina Morales. He has recorded his own 
* CD. He's a sought-after product endorser. 
Talks have it that his life story will soon be 
made into a movie. That's the way it goes with 
Pinoys. Politidians become actors, beauty 
. Queens become bold stars .. everything is 
"show-bized"! Or, to paraphrase a rubbing al- 
cohol ad, Pacquiao is “Di lang pang-isports, 
pang-show biz pal 
‘There's nothing wrong with Manny joining 
show biz. He has a captive audience. Pacquiao 
‚ will surely PACK em in, But wouldnt it be better 
: for him to stick to what he does best? He ought 
to save his precious energy for his next fight. 
One dismal flop as an actor could diminish his 
prestige as a boxing legend. Does he want to be. 
like other Pinoy boxers who just faded into 
. oblivion after their short-lived show biz career? 
Besides, boxing and show biz are two different 
things. Will he be able 


Dou 
Woop 


a 
Gladys’ baby 


ACTRESS Gladys Reyes delivered her 
first baby by Caesarian section on Mon- 
day morning. 

Gladys, more popular as the scheming 
Clara in the '90s top-rating soap, "Mara 
Clara,” gave birth to Gian Christophe 
Sommereux, 8:12.a.m., atthe Asian Hos- 
pital in Muntinlupa City. 

She and her husband, actor Christo- 
pher Roxas, also celebrated their second 
wedding anniversary that day. “I plan to 
breastfeed him for at least three 
months,” said the new mom. 

Marinel R. Cruz 


Dolly Ann 
Carvajal 


Boxing 
champ in 
show biz? 
Bad idea 


to stomach below-the- 
belt intrigues? At least, 


OPENS FEBI 


in the ring, he knows 
is opponent. 
OF course, in show 


MTVe.com & SPIKE Game Awards 


biz, he can eam big 
bucks without laying 
this life on the line. 
Otherwise, its a bad 
idea. He is assured of 
Zifülm assignments and 
ZUIV guestings as long 
as the euphoria over 
his victory hovers in 
the air But he is not 
2 sure of getting roles 
that mark a real actor, 
А boxing icon should 
mot end up relegated 
to slapstick comedy 
Look what happened 
to Olympic silver 
medalist Onyok Velas- 


= 
Fortune? Manny Har 

has this in abundance 
already. Fame? Show 
biz will not make him. 
any more famous 
than he is now. He'd 
‘better not let show 
3 biz turn his historic 
Й. stature into hysterics 
and histrionics. The 
Сас 
best left intact in the 
i same way that he 
Š kept his new boxing 
Š tactics a mystery Isn't 
5 ас how he clob- 
2: Бегей Eric Morales? 
That's exactly how he 
will keep winning us 
over and over again. 
He should also re- 
mind himself that, in 

a different sense, 

2 scarcity is also power. 


World’s No. | 
Catch the world’s 
No. 1 DJ, Paul Van Dyk 
in “The Politics of 
Dancing 2" (brought 
to you by Team Big- 
Fish) tomorrow, 9 p.m. 
at the Word Trade 
: Center, Call 895-8377 
3 or 896-6073 or logon 
to wwwbigfishmani- 
Тасот. 
(Email watering- 
holeshangrila Gya- 
100.com) 
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Hey, Jed! 


By Bayani San Diego Jr. 


SINCE TOPPING THE WORLD CHAMPI- 
onships of Performing Arts (WCOPA or the 
Talent Olympics) in Hollywood, Jed Madela 
has been working non-stop. 

‘Tomorrow, he holds his first major con- 
cert, “The Voice Behind the Gold,” at the 
Music Museum, 

ars my big debut [in Manila, although] 
Ive done solo shows abroad and in the 
provinces,” he told Inquirer Entertain- 
ment. 

The landmark show is long overdu 

ince Jed's album was second only to Mai 
ah Carey's in Indonesia last year, 


Five 


World 
champ 
stars in his 
first major 
show 
tomorrow 
at Music 
Museum 


How did you prepare for "Voice"? 

It was more of a mental preparation, 
psyching myself up. Since it’s a first [for 
me], I hope to make an impression. I quit 
my regular gig with the band, Prime Coun- 
cil, so as not to strain myself. 
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«1 НОРЕ со makean impression.” кмин 


What can your fans expect? 

Songs I've never done before—Broad- 
way, pop, even rock, opera—and surprise 
guests. 


Rachelle Ann Go? 
She'll be in the audience. Hahaha! 


How's Rachelle? 

We're good friends. We text and call each 
other because we're both busy. When I get 
the chance, I drop by her house. 


She also won in contests abroad. 
Shanghai and Kazakhstan. Before she 
left for Kazakhstan, I gave her tips. 


Does the weather abroad affect your 
voice? 

Luckily, it was summertime in Holly- 
wood. But in Kazakhstan, there was snow 
in the mountains. I didn't join the moun- 
tain tours; I didn’t want to catch a cold. 


There's a perception that your Holly- 
wood triumph was ignored. 

Itwas acknowledged, but not as much as 
[the victories of] athletes and beauty 
queens. Maybe because Pinoys are expect- 
ed to win international singing contests as 
a matter of routine. I hope it's just thar. 


What's the music in your iPod? 

Right now, different types. The songs of 
the "American Idol" winners. My study 
songs for “A.S.A.P” (where he is а cast 
member). And of course, Rachelle Ann's 
songs. 


Originals 
JED MADELAS img. 
hit double CD, F3 


showcases this 

exceptional — singers 

range in terms of style and. 

power Itwas a winning proposition. 
from the start because of the selection 
of songs—all hits by local and 

foreign artists. Paging 

Universal Records: 

Jed, unmistakable Spin CITY 
talent that he is, de- 

serves original songs 
written for him. 
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Pamilyang Pilipino.” 

The only Pinoy film 
that made it in the 
competition section is 
Lav Diaz's “Heremias," 
the story of a farmer 
(Ronnie Lazaro) who 
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made а pact with God 
to savea girl from rape 
in the hands of influ- 
ential men. 

Diaz told INQUIRER 
Entertainment that a 
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“work-in-progress” 
version of 
“Heremias” was pre- 
viewed in Torino and 
Rotterdam, "Тһе 
“first cur’ that will be 
shown in Fribourg is 
eight hours long,” he 
said. 
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making in the Philip- 
pines as a brave new 
world in form, sub- 
stance and culture 

fand] the discovery 
of young and talent- 
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BSP says threats to economy remain 


Cites high oil prices, inflation pressures 
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Imports up 1.4% 


on higher 


By Michelle V. Remo 


‘THE COUNTRY' IMPORTS ROSE 
by 1.4 percent to $3.71 billion last 
November from a year earlier, but 
the increase was due mainly to 
higher oil prices rather than a 
pickup in demand. 

Data from the National Statis- 
tics Office showed that while the 
value of total imports went up, 
that of electronics slid by 1.5 per- 
cent to $1.8 billion, Analysts said 
this indicated a weak perfor- 
mance for electronics exports, the 
country’s main dollar-earner, as 
more than 90 percent of their 
components are imported. 

“Our exports are heavily im- 
port dependent, so if imports are 


amete ee eee 


oil prices 


hardly moving, then it reflects 
weak (production for) exports,” 
said Benjamin Diokno, ес 
nomics professor at the Unive 

ty of the Philippines. 

The NSO reported yesterday 
that the latest imports data 
brought the January-to-Novem- 
ber figure to $40.94 billion, or a 
measly 0.4-percent higher than 
the year-ago level. 

Exports for the first 11 months 
of 2005 stood at $37.298 billion, 
growing by 2.5 percent from a 
year earlier, but the expansion 
was much less than the govern- 
ment's target of 10 percent. 

The country's balance of trade, 
the difference between exports 

IMPORTS/82 


By Doris C. Dumlao 


THE HEAD OF THE BANGKO 
Sentral ng Pilipinas has warned 
that while the economy was on 
track, the Philippines was not 
yet out of the woods as volatile 
global oil prices were curbing 
consumer spending and causing 
inflationary pressures. 
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STOCK MARKET 


Shares close 0.43% higher 


SHARE prices closed 0.43 per- 
cent higher yesterday as in- 
vestors bought back into PLDT 
and were reassured by easing 

crude oil prices, dealers said. 

A better-than-forecast 2005 government 
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Inaspeech before the Management Associ- 
ation of the Philippines Tuesday night, BSP 
Governor Amando Tetangco said: “There are 
risks that we have to manage in the years 
ahead. We are sure, however, to move for- 
ward if we persevere.” 

‘Tetangco said the country's improving eco- 
nomic fundamentals should provide a reason- 
able degree of optimism. 

“Nonetheless, the rise in oil prices over the 
past year is likely to take its toll on domestic 
demand, particularly on consumption spend- 
ing,” Tetangco said. 

He said government economic managers 


Japan’s DoCoMo seen 


were expecting the economy to hit only the 
lower end of the growth target range, or 5.7 
percent, this year. 
“As for inflation, itis expected to be higher in 
2006, given continued upside risks," he said. ^ 
He noted that oil prices were expected to 
remain high while the increase in the expand- 
ed value-added tax rate would also cause 
short-term pressures on inflation. ‹ 
However, Tetangco said inflation would 
likely ease in the second half of 2006 given the 
expected softening of oil prices and the appres 
ciation of the peso against the US dollar, ~ ° 
BSP/B2 
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buying 5?6 PLDT stake 


JAPAN'S BIGGEST MOBILE OPERATOR NIT 
DoCoMo Inc. will buy about 5 percent of 
Philippine Long Distance Telephone (PLDT), 
the largest telecoms firm in the Philippines, 
for about $300 million, sources close to the 
matter told Reuters in Tokyo. 

The sources said the deal, which would 
strengthen DoCoMo's presence in Asia, could 
beannounced as early as Jan. 31. 

‘The deal would also solidify PLDT’ relation- 
ship with DoCoMo, which was one of the world's 
first operators to launch highspeed advanced 
mobile services, as its mobile unit prepares to 
launch a third-generation (3G) network. 

DoCoMo, a unit of Nippon Telegraph and 
Telephone Corp. (NTT), is likely to buy the 
stake from NITs long-distance unit NTT 
Communications, which holds a roughly 14- 
percent stake in PLDT, sources said. 

Officials at DoCoMo declined to comment. 
PLDT spokesman Ramon Isberto said, “We 
have ongoing discussions on this matter and 
as ofthis time, this has not been concluded.” 

DoCoMo's move is the latest in a series of pur- 
chases as it dips its feet back into international 


waters fter seeing previous investments sour. 

The company said last month it would buy a 
10-percent stake in South Korea's КТЕ Co. Ltd. 
for about $560 million, gaining a foothold in 
one of Asia's most advanced mobile markets. 

The alliance with KTF was DoCoMo's first 
major investment in ап overseas operator 
since it pulled out of AT&T Wireless Services 
Inc, Dutch operator KPN Mobile N. and 
Hutchison 3G UK Holdings Ltd. (3UK) after 
incurring heavy losses. 

DoCoMo had spent nearly $17 billion in 
the past decade to buy small stakes in opera- 
tors around the world to promote the use of 
its i-mode mobile Internet technology and en- 
sure the adoption of high-speed 3G networks 
оп the same W-CDMA standard that it uses. 

‘A PLDT official said in early January that 
DoCoMo and Nokia Networks, a unit of 
Finnish mobile phone giant Nokia, had agreed 
to serve as technical partners for Smart Com- 
munications, the mobile subsidiary of PLDT, 
when it rolls out 3G services, which would al- 
low users to surf the Internet and download 
applications at high speeds. Reuters 
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OUR HERO IN THE BOARD OF EQUITABLE 
PCI Bank, the former Environment Secretary 
Fulgencio Factoran Jr, is now singing a differ- 
ent tune. 

Factoran is a nominee of our pension fund, 
the SSS itself, to the board of the country's 
third biggest bank. But insiders say that he 
now sings praises about the “advances” made 
by the SM group of Henry “Tatang” Sy toward 
the much-coveted, desirable bank. 

Asa minority stockholder in Equitable PCI, 
the SM group is moving heaven and earth 
(plus of course Malacafiang) to merge it with 
another bank that it controls, the 9th biggest 
Banco de Oro. 

For the SSS, and its 20 million or so mem- 
bers, the merger is not exactly something to 
die for. 

Factoran sat in the Equitable PCI board 
originally as a nominee of another govern- 
ment. nun pension fund, the GSIS. 

Atthat time, Factoran fought tooth and nail 
for our interest (as SSS and GSIS members) 
against the private interest of the former 
board controlled by the Go family. 

‘What changed Factoran’s mind is really be- 

yond me. I don't know if he is merely follow- 
ing orders from "upstairs. 
TO THE insiders, the merger "plan" is already 
a certainty. The known hatchet man of the SM 
group in the Equitable PCI board is a former 
bank executive named Vicente Panlilio. 


FPHC shares 
down ahead of 
FirstGen listing 


By Elizabeth L. Sanchez 


‘THE SHARE PRICE OF FIRST PHILIPPINE 
Holdings Corp. (FPHC), the holding firm of 
the energy-related investments of the Lopez 
Group, dropped 6.7 percent yesterday ahead 
of the pricing date for unit First Gen Corp.'s 
public offering next month. 

FPHC closed at P48.50, lower than its pre- 
vious close by P3.50. 

‘The FPHC Group holds roughly 88 percent 
of First Gen. 

‘Stock market sources said foreign brokers led 
by UBS and CLSA, who are also the internation- 
al underwriters for First Gen's IPO, were the 
biggest sellers of FPHC shares yesterday. 

Sources added that the market was speculat- 
ing that the First Gen will offer its ІРО shares at 
the lower end of its P51 to P62 price range. 

Sources at the Securities and Exchange 
Commission said that as of press time, there 
was no request filed by First Gen to amend is 
offer price. 

First Gen is scheduled to start its domestic 
offer on Jan. 31, with actual listing to follow 
on Feb. 10. 

"It is not cheap. At P51 a share, it is 10 
times price-to-earnings. There are better bar- 
gains out there,” a broker at a local brokerage 
firm seid. 

“tis not cheap versus independent power 
producers in the (Asian) region which are 
trading at between 7 to 11 times price-to- 
earnings," another brokerage firm said. 

First Gen is set to offer 180.8 to 219.9 mil- 
lion new shares and 125 million previously 
owned shares. 


Duh, the math! 
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According to my sources, even аз а mere 
board member, Panlilio loves to go around the 
bank premises, telling management and staff 
that he will soon replace the current presi- 
dent, Rene Buenaventura. 

He is said to be dropping the name of Mike 
the Knife (a.k.a. the First Gentleman, Miguel 
Arroyo). 

Panlilio is the same guy who was seen in 
Hong Kong recently with the First Gentleman, 
together with SM group heir-apparent Tessie 
Sy, stockbroker Vivian Yuchengco, and DBP 
boss Rey David, who is rumored to be the next 
555 head. 

Not so long ago, Panlilio used the same tac- 
ticin the sequestered UCPB, proclaiming to ev- 
erybody that he would become its chairman. 

Over at another bank, the semi-govern- 
ment PNB, he subsequently projected a high 
profile as its next government-nominated 
president. 

Luckily for us SSS and GSIS members, 
Panlilio does not really have a spotless record 
in fortune telling. 


Big banks’ 
down in '0 
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THE THING is, the merger of Equitable PCI 
with Banco de Oro-or for that matter any 
bank at this point-is not good for the SSS and 
6515 members. 

Together, the pension funds hold nearly 40 
percent in Equitable PCI, for which investors 
‘will pay a handsome premium. 

‘After the merger, if it does happen, the SSS 
and GSIS holdings will be diluted to a negligi- 
ble minority. 

In other words, they can never hope to re- 
cover almost P20 billion that they invested in 
the bank. They will be locked in-maybe even 
longer than forever. 

Nobody will want to buy them out of the 
bank, for sure, because nobody will want to 
be in the minority position in a bank that is 
controlled by the SM group. 

But here's the good news: GSIS president 
and general manager Winston Garcia already 
set a bidding for the 14-percent holdings of 
GSIS in the bank. 

Methinks that SSS should join GSIS in the 
public bidding. There is no other way--with or 
without “orders” from that somebody big in 
the Palace. 

‘The last time I checked, a foreign buyer of 
the GSIS stake was willing to pay P92 а share 

Under the SM group's merger proposal, in 
effect, the SSS and GSIS holdings only get a 
valuation of P60 a share, at the most. 

Helloooo—just do the math! Duh! 


bad loans 
5, BSP says 


Banco de Oro recorded lowest NPL ratio 


By Doris C. Dumlao 


THE COUNTRY'S BIGGEST PUBLICLY LISTED 
banks saw their bad loan ratios declining fur- 
ther as of end-2005, with retail tycoon Henry 
Sy's Banco de Oro Universal Bank reporting 
thelowestat4.19 percent of total loans. 

Based on the latest Bangko Sentral ng Pilip- 
inas data for the whole commercial banking 
sector, the industry's average NPL ratio stood 
at 8.7 percent, the lowest in close to eight 
years. 

Other banks which beat the industry's aver- 
age NPL ratio were Equitable PCI Bank (47 
percent), Bank of the Philippine Islands (6.76 
percent) and Union Bank of the Philippines 
(6.86 percent). 

The NPL ratio of the country’s biggest bank, 
Metropolitan Bank and Trust Co., was almost 
at par with industry norm at 8.28 percent, im- 
proving its ratio from double-digit levels. 

On the other hand, Rizal Commercial 
Banking Corp. and Philippine Bank of Com- 
munications reported double-digit bad loan 
ratios of 10.22 percent and 20.71 percent, re- 
spectively. 

These figures were based on the statement 
of financial conditions reported by these 
banks as of Dec. 29, the cut-off date set by the. 
BSP 

The banks reported a slowdown in their 
NPL ratio compared to the previous quarter. 

BDO, the seventh biggest bank, reported a 
decline in its bad loan ratio from 5.3 percent 


at end-September. Its bad loans as of Dec. 29 
‘amounted to P4.41 billion. 

EPCIBank, which BDO is trying to merge 
with, reported bad loans of P7.18 billion or 
47 percent of total portfolio. 

‘The country's third biggest lender recorded 
5.3-percent bad loan ratio a quarter ago. 

The country's second biggest bank, BPI, re- 
ported P15.73 billion in bad loans or 6.76 per- 
centof its loan portfolio versus a 7.85-percent 
ratio at end. December 

Union Bank's bad loan ratio of 6.86 percent 
was equivalent to P4.05 billion worth of bad 
loans. 

‘A quarter ago, its bad loans accounted for 
7.89 percent ofits loan portfolio. 

Metrobank reported bad loans of P23.82 
billion or 8.28 percent of its loan portfolio 
versus a ratio of 11.13 percent a quarter ago. 

RCBC reported P8.47 billion in NPLs equiv- 
alent to 10.22 percent of its portfolio. 

Although still at double-digit levels, this 
was an improvement from the 11.36-percent 
ratio a quarter ago. 

PBCOM, which is undergoing a govern- 
ment-assisted rehabilitation, reported P3.33 
billion in bad loans or 20.71 percent of portfo- 
lio versus 20.93 percent a quarter ago. 

‘Two years ago, the Philippine Deposit In- 
surance Co. extended a P7.6-billion financial 
package to the bank to cover losses arising 
from the sale of idle assets at substantial dis- 
counts ofas much as 80 percent of market val- 
ve. 


URC overseas marts sales up as of Sept. '05 


BRANDED FOODS MANUFAC- 
turer Universal Robina Corp. said 
sales from its markets overseas 
grew 14.8 percent to P6.99 bil 
lion as of September last year 
from P6.1 billion the previous 
year, the company said in its pre- 
liminary prospectus filed with the 
stock exchange. 

Net sales from URC's intema- 
tional branded consumer foods 
accounted for 22.7 percent of the 
company's total sales. 

URCS international opera- 
tions, however, suffered operat- 
ing losses of P340.1 million as of 
September last year from P165.5 
million in the same period in 
2004. 

URC attributed these losses to 
the costs of expanding its interna- 
tional businesses. Lower selling 
prices in some markets like In- 


Imports up 1. 


From page BI 

and imports, ended with a deficit 
of $3.64 billion in the 11 months 
to November lower than the 
$4.37 billion ín the same period 
in 2004. 

Diokno said the country's ex- 
ports were expected to grow by 
less than 5 percent in 2006 if the 
decline in global demand for elec- 
tronics continued this year. 
Should the demand recover, then 
‘exports could grow by 8 percent. 

But the economist warned that 
the sluggish export performance 
‘was not only due to the decline in 
global demand, but also to the 
stiff competition from other elec- 
tronics-exporting countries like 
China, India and Vietnam. 


losses. 
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has 


donesia also contributed to the 


In certain countries, URCS 
profitability was also subject to 
pressure from higher distribution 
Costs as well as the increase in op- 
erating expenses, such as salaries 
of new employees. 

URCS international markets 
include Thailand, which pitched 
in P2.76 billion in net sales last 
year, Indonesia (P2.24 billion), 
Malaysia (P1.34 billion), China 
(264.4 million), Hong Kong 


(P170.8 million) and Viemam 
(P19.4 million). 

To improve net sales and prof- 
itability in some overseas mar- 
kets, such as China and Indone- 
sia, URC has embarked on a re- 
structuring program. 

URC recently consolidated its 


‘The National Economic and 
Development Authority (Neda) 
projected а 
growth in exports this year, or the 
same as ast year's goal. 

t has been pushing for the di- 
versification of the country's ex- 
ports away from a heavy reliance 
on electronics for the country to 
be shielded from risks of weaken- 
ing demand. 

“The slowdown in demand for 
electronics was partly blamed on 
high oil prices, which reached 
record highs last year. 

Diokno said the problem of 
high oil prices was not expected 
to ease this year, projecting that 
the Dubai crude would average 
berween $50 and $60 a barrel. 


functions in China аз 


the management in 
sian business. 
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representing a portio 


its beverage line in 


10-регсем ment they said. 


Volume was 1.4 bi 


42 stocks unchanged. 


report major sharehold 


“Renewed foreign 


manufacturing and management 


pointed local, experienced key 
‘executives and managers in Chi- 
na. URC also recently changed 


Despite the losses, URC contin- 
ues to expand in intemational 


Last year, it established a new 


ity in Vietnam. It also beefed up 
spending for advertising and pro- 
motion for product launches in 
various international markets. 
URC also intends P3.4 billion, 


proceeds its $83.6 million share 
offering to fund the expansion of 


‘well as additional snack lines in 


Shares close ... 


budget deficit and expectations 
of stronger corporate earnings for 
the past year also boosted senti- 


The composite index rose 9.12 
points to 2,112.49 after trading 
between 2,103.37 and 2,122.60. 


worth P950.05 million. 
The broader all-shares index ad- 
vanced 19.28 points to 1,006.20. 
Gains led losers 44 to 36, with 


PLDT drove the rebound after a 
ic of Hong Kong planned to increase. 
its stake in the Philippines largest 
telecommunications firm, dealers 
said, PLDT rose P45 to P1,795. 


PLDT is a vote of confidence not 


China, ASEAN countries and Viet- 
namas well. ~ 

URC has recently been success- 
ful in growing its market in the 
country through the launch of its 
tea-based beverage, C2 brand last 
October 2004. 

The brand contributed 3 per- 
cent to URC's total net sales in its 
firstyear of operation. 

Recent sales of C2 have in- 
creased in line with the market's 
growing acceptance of non-car- 
bonated beverages. Last Septem- 
ber, URC forged a separate busi- 
ness division for its beverage line 
to continue building this busi- 
ness. 

C2's sales volume has in- 
creased steadily to 680,000 cases 
last December f rom 28,000 cases 
in October 2004. Elizabeth L. 
Sanchez 
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just in the company but also in 
the economy,” said Nestor Aguila 
of DA Market Securities. 

He said Asian equities markets 
were making a comeback after 
being shaken last week by a spike 
in oil prices and fraud allegations 
surrounding Intemet firm Live- 
door in Tokyo. 

"They have now settled down 
and have gotten back their com- 
posure although some risks still 
remain," Aguila said. 

‘AB Capital Securities research 
head Jose Vistan said investors 
have also started to take positions 
before the two percentage-point 
increase in the 10 percent value- 
added tax rate on Feb. 1, which is 
seen to further boost the govern- 
ments finances. AFP 
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BSP says threats ... 


stable inflation, strengthen the fi 
nancial sector, improve its own 
supervision capacity and boost 


From page Bl 


While economie performance 
appeared to be on track, Tetangco 
said the BSP remained watchful 
of other potential risks and chal- 
lenges aside from high oil prices, 
among them a build-up of excess 
liquidity in the financial system; 
possible exchange rate volatility 
due to excess liquidity, and ad- 
verse shifts in the publics infla- 
tion expectations. 

He said the BSP remained 
committed to promote low and 
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“The BSP also actively seeks to 
widen the investor base of the lo- 
cal financial markets through a 
number of new investment prod- 
ucts which would better reflect 
market prices,” Tetangco said. 
“These will help encourage more 
institutional investors such as in- 
surance companies, mutual funds 
and pension funds to participate 


in the capital market." 
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EIB owners OK P3-B cash infusion 


Higher capitalization to support bank expansion, growth 


By Doris C. Dumlao 


THE SHAREHOLDERS OF EXPORT AND IN- 
dustry (EIB) yesterday approved an increase 
in the banks authorized capital to P7.5 billion. 
to accommodate a P3-billion fresh cash infu- 
sion. 

їп a special stockholders meeting yester- 
day, the owners agreed to beef up the banks 
capital base to comply with the new intema- 
tional accounting standards on banks’ capital, 
which are now imposed by the Bangko Sen- 
tral ng Pilipinas and the Securities and Ex- 
change Commission 

With the additional capital, the bank said it 
was now prepared to also meet the require- 
ments of Basel II, which would be implement- 
ed by the BSP in 2007. 

EIB president Benjamin P Castillo said: 
"This will allow the bank to focus on pursuing 
growth and revenue objectives, while EIB de- 
positors and customers can now look forward 
to a bank that can better respond to their di- 
verse needs and expectations." 

Castillo said the banles balance sheet took 
off to a bright start with a stronger capital 
base, high liquidity ratios, and a quality asset 
portfolio tracking higher than industry aver- 
ages. 

We expect to deliver a profitable perfor- 
mance within this year and pursue aggressive 
growth well into making EIB one of the top 
banks of the country," he said. 

‘The bank plans to strengthen its strategic 
market presence in the emerging corporate 
accounts, trade and small and medium enter- 
prise sectors, as well as establish its role as а 
major player in the consumer, retail and mort- 
gage banking markets 

Albert Cheok, incoming deputy chair of EIB 
and chief representative of the Lippo Group in. 
the Philippines, said: “With the injection of P3 
billion of core capital and P2 billion of Tier 2 
capital, and with the balance sheet fully 
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Smart says 
subscriber 
base up 1.2M 


By Clarissa S. Batino and strongly capitalized." 


"This augurs well for the future as there is 
now a strong foundation for future growth 
and profitability. There should be good and 
robust upside prospects for the share price,” 
hesaid. 

EIB stockholders led by the Lippo and 
Yao groups, Extra Year Investment Ltd., 
designated investment vehicle of the Rai 
feisen Zentralbank Osterreich AG (RZB) 
Group of Austria and AO Capital Partners 
Ltd, of Hong Kong form part of the team 
that had invested the P3 billion in fresh 
core capital 

The bank statement said the equity invest- 
ments of these foreign investors were in line 
with the banks corporate goal of establishing 
a regional and international presence in the 
near term to expand its client and market net- 
work. 

"Export Bank stands to maximize the syn- 
ergies arising from the above investments, 
resulting in global banking and financial 
network, transfer of technologies, sophisti- 
cation in its banking and financial products 
and services, and a diversified and expand- 
ed client and market base,” the statement 


SMART COMMUNICATIONS INC. END- 
ed 2005 with about 20.4 million sub- 
scribers and a plan to purge 300,000 
more of non-earning customers from its 
base within the first quarter, the compa- 
туз top official said. 

Of Smart's subscriber base, about five 
million are Talk N' Text customers, ac- 
cording to Smart president Napoleon 
Nazareno, who is also head of parent 
firm Philippine Long Distance Telephone 
Co. 

Smarts end-2005 subscriber count 
was higher by only 1.2 million than its 
end. 2004 base of 19.2 million. This indi- 
cates that the robust growth in sub- 
scriber base in the previous years (about 
four million a year) was artificially in- 
duced by the SIM (subscriber identifica- 
tion module) swap offerings of both 
Smart and its rival, Globe Telecom. This 
promotional gimmick, which started the 
price war between the country’s top two 
mobile phone operators, was ended in 
May last year. 

Nazareno stressed that the purge of 
‘Smart's subscriber base had no impact 
on revenue. PLDT booked more than 
P30 billion in profit last year. Itis expect- 
ing to post a modest growth this year. 

"The 2005 figures have yet to be final- 
ized. But considering the December rev- 
enue was high, I don't think we have 
problems hitting the target,” said 
Nazareno in an interview. 

PLDT chair Manuel V Pangilinan said 
їп November that profit in 2005 would 
likely hit P32 billion. 

‘Smart and Globe had expected to 
complete the purging of non-eaming 
customers that came in under the SIM- 
swap gimmick in December last year. 
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Open a Bank of Commerce 5-year Peso Time deposit today. 
< Earn as high as 9% interest per year, tax free 

* Secure a loan with your deposit as collateral 

* Only P50,000 minimum deposit 


Interest p.a. 


Tax Free! 


Call us at 812-0000 locals 2250 / 2439 / 2233 / 2465 


Or text: BKCOM «your names <yourlandline><your e-mail address> 
‘to 2327 for Globe, or 0917-8902327 for non-Globe users. 


Member: PDIC & Megalink. Deposits insured up to P250,000 per depositor. 


Kodak 1200i 


wide-format printing system 


With over 100 years of color science and imaging 
experience engineered into every printer, ink and media, 
‘you can build your business around Kodak's complete 

E ‘wide-format system solution. 
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cleaned up, EIB is now flushed with liquidity 


Manufacturing output up 4% 


By Michelle V. Remo 


THE COUNTRY'S MANUFACTURING 
output, as measured by the volume of 
production index (VoPI), grew by 4 
percent in November from year-ago 
level, the National Statistics Office re- 
ported yesterday. 

The NSO said the growth in the 
volume of production by the entire 
‘manufacturing sector was due to ca- 
pacity expansion in eight sub-sectors, 
such as furniture and fixtures, 
petroleum products, fabricated metal 
products, chemical products, rubber 
products, non-metallic mineral prod- 
ucts, textile and tobacco. 

"The 4-percent year-on-year growth 
in VoPI in November reversed the 4.4- 
percent decline recorded in October 
‘The NSO likewise reported that the 
value of production index (VaPI), 


which measures the growth or decline. 
of the value of production by the man- 
vfacturing sector, grew 12.9 percent in 
November. This already took into ac- 
count inflation. The rate of growth, 
however, was lower than the 15 per- 
cent registered in the previous month. 
The petroleum products manufac- 
turing sector registered the biggest 
increase in the value of production 
during the month, the NSO said in its 
report on the Monthly Integrated Sur- 
vey of Selected Industries (MISSI). 
The MISSI, likewise, covered sales 
performance of the manufacturing sec- 
tor. Volume of net sales grew 2.1 per- 
cent yearon-year in November, thus 
recovering from the O.S-percent de- 
cline in October. The value of net sales 
also registered 8.2 percent growth, up 
from the previous month's 8 percent. 
"The NSO also reported that the av- 


erage capacity utilization of manufac- 
turing firms stood at 80.3 percent in 
November, almost unchanged from 
the 80.4 percent recorded in October. 

The NSO said the sub-sectors that 
registered a capacity utilization rate 
of atleast 80 percent were machinery, 
petroleum, paper and paper prod- 
ucts, miscellaneous manufactures, 
rubber products, leather products, 
basic metals, food manufacturing, 
chemical products and textiles 

For the whole year, Economic Plan- 
ning Secretary Augusto Santos said 
that manufacturing output would 
likely come within National Econom- 
ic and Development Authority’ fore- 
cast range of 45 to 5.4 percent. 

The government is set to release 
preliminary 2005 gross domestic 
product data next Monday. With a re- 
port from AFP 


Mindanao business tackles 
population management 


POPULATION MANAGEMENT HAS 
been a major initiative of the Philip- 
pine Chamber of Commerce and In- 
dustry (PCI) and selected chambers 
of commerce in Mindanao (Davao, 
Dipolog, Gen. Santos and Tawi Tawi), 
as well as in Luzon and the Visayas. 

t was felt that business interven- 
tion was needed to address the bur- 
geoning problems arising from exces. 
sive population growth. More impor- 
tantly, population management offers 
us а new horizon to look at new 
methodologies in improving firm pro- 

-ductivity and competitiveness. 

PCCI understands the effects of 
population growth and the part it 
plays in the development and growth 
of business in the Philippines. It aims 
to understand how population growth 
affects workers’ productivity and the 
necessary interventions to improve 
employer-employee relations. 

In 2000, Mindanao had a popula- 
tion of 18,233,715. It is projected to 
increase by 2.11 percent in 2005 to 
20,289,100. Region 11 is seen to post 
the highest population increase in 
2005 at 1273 percent, from 
5,189,335 in 2000 to 5,905,254. This 
is followed by Region 13 or Caraga, 
11.9 percent; Region 9, 11.83 per- 
cent, and Region 12, 11.72 percent. 

Surprisingly, the ‘Autonomous Re- 
ion of Muslim Mindanao was project- 
ed to post the lowest population 
growth of 8.18 percent to 2,366,232 in 
2005. This must be the result of efforts 
to provide greater access to education 
and health services in the region. 

Data on Mindanao showed that 
poverty incidence to population was 
44.26 percent in 1997 and upto 46 per- 
cent in 2000; per capita poverty thresh- 
old was P10,769, and per capita food 

" threshold was P7,434. The average an- 
nual income in 2000 was P96,978 while 
expenditures averaged аг P78,803 
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These figures are affected by the rate of 
population. The growth of business and 
economy should be much higher than 
the increase in population so that life 
will be better for all. 

Looking closely, population deter- 
mines significant economic indica- 
tors such as labor productivity, eco- 
nomic growth, and prevalence of dis- 
eases, well-being of women and chil- 
dren, mortality and poverty. 

Businessmen in key centers of Min- 
danao now understand the implica- 
tions of a high population rate and its 
profound impact on the sustainability 
of business. With the strong support of 
PCCI and is parmers—more notably 
the Philippine Center for Population 
Development (CPD) and PRISMS-US- 
AID Programs, we were able to encour- 
age nationwide participation in popu- 
lation management activities. 

These activities include planning 
workshops, training modules and 
seminars, The idea is to help individ- 
uals and couples to come up wit 
formed decisions and to exercise their 
freedom of choice. 

PCCI will be conducting a nation- 
wide consultation specifically in 
drafting the criteria and terms of ref- 
erence for a nationwide award and 
recognition for all levels of business 
that implement or conduct popula- 
tion management programs in the 
workplace. This award will be open 
to all types of businesses, including 
small and medium sized firms, as well 


as multinational companies and big 
industries. We hope to increase 
awareness through our program. 
These are baby steps that can eventu- 
ally lead to a big leap. 

The strategy being implemented in 
the region involves a three-pronged 
approach—advocacy, linkages with 
service providers and setting up of 
common service facilities to cater to 
the eminent needs of SME workers. 
and their families. This approach en- 
ables local chambers to be self uff. 
cient and to develop innovative ideas 
and programs that fit the specific re- 
quirements of the beneficiaries. 

‘The Philippines still has a long way 
to go with respect to managing the 
country's growing population. 

The common denominator of all the 
opinions on this crucial issue is the 
need to improve the living condition of 
зоте 30 million Filipinos in both urban 
and rural areas. Unless we see clear in- 
dications on how poverty can be re- 
duced substantially, then debates on 
population management are just as 
good as a lip service. We have to run 
programs that go beyond talks, we 
need policies that go beyond debates 
and we need champions o step beyond 
their call of duties, to become advo- 
cates for social change and progress. 

Setting simple goals for ourselves 
like developing local chamber and in- 
frastructure, personnel, and services 
can be considered a sizeable improve- 
ment. But, it's not about doing ex- 
traordinary things—its doing things 
inan extraordinary way. 

(Joji Ilagan Bian is an advocate for 
Mindanao; chair, PCC! committee on 
population, CSR and governance; 
trustee, Philippine Center for Popula- 
tion Development; IFPLP (internation- 
al Family Planning and Leadership 
Program) 2005 fellow. E-mail com- 
ments to jojibian2@yahoo.com) 
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[PHARMACEUTICAL LEADER UNITED 
“Yaboratories Inc (Unilab) has strength- 
' елей its partnership with leading busi- 
mess communication solutions provider. 
GlobeSolutions for the provision of cor- 
porate mobile phone lines and value- 
added services. Unilab has been a val- 
ued GlobeSolutions client for five years 
now and the ongoing collaboration be- 
tween the two companies is expected to 
boost Unilab’s performance through 
more efficient mobile communication. 
“Our continuing partnership with 
“Unilab proves the potential of mobile 
communication to enhance business 
performance and productivity. We reaf- 
firm our commitment to strengthen the 
companys relationship with its clients 
employees and partners through reli- 
able connectivity,” says Globe Telecom 
CEO Gerry Ablaza. Enterprise business 
group head Gil Genio adds: "We are 
proud to support Unilab in their drive to 
achieve their corporate goals. By devel- 
oping relevant solutions and ensuring 
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Unilab reaffirms partnership 
with GlobeSolutions 


immediate attention to their concems, 
we hope to be able to serve their needs 
better” 

Unilab president and CEO Carlos C. 
Ejercito also welcomed the partnership, 
saying, “With their wide array of prod- 
ucts and responsive, personalized cus- 
tomer service, GlobeSolutions effective- 
ly meets our business communication 
needs. Having these dependable and 
cost-efficient connectivity options at our 
disposal will surely help our company in 
delivering outstanding service to our 
‘own customers.” 

According to Unilab vice president 
for corporate IT Francis Sogono, 
GlobeSolutions services have been suc- 
cessfully applied in almost every aspect 
of Uniabs business. Field personnel 
(medical representatives and sales) uti- 
lize PDAs from GlobeSolutions for vari- 
ош interactive applications with doctors 
and customers. They also get regular 
updates and SMS advisories through 
the TatConnect service. The Corporate 
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FROM left: Globe head of corporate bust 
ness Dan David, Globe head of enter- 
prise business group Gil Genio, Globe 
president and CEO Gerry Ablaza, Unilab 


5th Philippine Food Expo 
THE ONLY ALL-FILIPINO CONSUMER FOOD 
‘industry event in the country is once again 
scheduled for another run on Jan. 26 to 29, at 
the SM Megatrade Halls, SM Megamall Bldg. 
В, Mandaluyong City. Relevant seminar topics 
‘such as: Mango Forum, New Business Trends, 
Environmental Compliance, Events Marketing: 
Howto Choose Shows/ Events for Your Prod- 
ucts, Business on the Web: eCommerce Chal- 
lenge for Exporters, Updates on Food Safety, 
“Supplying Food to Supermarkets, Updates on 
BFAD Requirements and the Mindanao Invest- 
ment Forum, shall comprise the 4-day semi- 
nar line-up of the Expo. The seminars will be 
{or 100 participants oniy, therefore pre-book- 
ing of chosen topic is required. A minimal fee 
‘of P200 per topic will be charged. Special 
events such as regional product ciniquing, 
Philippine Food Trivia, Creative Mango Prod- 
uct contest, On-the-spot Pinoy Kid Art contest 
are also in store for the exhibitors and the 
pubiic. For booth space, seminar bookings 
and contest inquiries, you may сай 687- 
0654/687-2955 or 634-3304/634-2171. 


TM Power Piso offers 


‘per second’ call rates 

AT JUST 10 CENTS PER SECOND, TM SUB- 
scribers get great discounts each time they 
make TM-to-TM сай. No registration is re- 
‘quired, simply dial 803 + the 10-digit TM 
number (lis. Dial 803 + 92600009). For in- 
Stance, subscribers used to pay the P5.50 per 
minute flat rate for a 3-second call. But with 
TM's new affordable call rates, subscribers 
need only pay P0.30 for the same call. That's 
more value for your money, and more rea- 
Sons to call your relatives and friends. TM al- 
So introduces their lowest text rates ever: only 
75 for every TM-to-TM text message. With 
the 15 percent savings earned per text mes- 
sage, ТМ new text rate makes every peso 
count. This promo the latest addition to 
‘Tus range of products and services that add 
more power to every hard-earned peso. 
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president and CEO Carlos Ejercito, Uni- 
lab VP for international marketing Loren- 
то Barros, and Unilab vice president for 
corporate IT Francis Sogono. 


Ringback Tone, on the other hand, is 
consistently being used by their sales 
force as a marketing tool. "We started 
using Corporate Ringback just this year, 
and we've already received positive 
feedback from our customers, many of 
‘whom are doctors and other health care 
professionals. So far, i's been very effec- 
tive in building brand recall" explains 
Sogono. 

GlobeSolutions services have also 
been instrumental in organizing compa- 
my-sponsored events and marketing ac- 
tivities. According to Unilab VP for inter- 
national marketing Lorenzo Bamos, 
“Unilab often hosts medical conventions 
and related events. Having convenient 
connectivity options facilitates the ex- 
tensive coordination and logistics re- 
quired by such projects." 

Sogono likewise says he looks for- 
‘ward to the continued growth of the 
parmership with Globe. "Globe has 
been able to provide us with costeffec- 
tive means for information exchange, 
and is very cooperative in developing 
relevant applications suited to our busi- 
nes. We hope to continue working to- 
gether in exploring more opportunities 
made possible by communications tech- 
nology.” 

Unilab is the countrys largest and 
leading pharmaceutical company witha 
significant presence in Southeast Asia. It 
‘currently avails of over wireless services 
from GiobeSolutions, as well as wireline 
services from GlobeQUEST. 

For inquiries about GlobeSolutions 
services, сай the GlobeSolutions hotline 
at 730-1999 or email globesolu- 
tions@globetel.com.ph. 


- Wm — 


THURSDAY, JANUARY 26, 2006 


MAYBANK UPGRADES TO AN IBM ESERVER ISERIES 


‘Maybank Phils Inc (MPI) recently inked an agree- 
ment with IBM, through its accredited vendor Right 
Computer Systems, to upgrade their hardware plat- 
form which runs their Siveriake Banking Solution to 
an IBM eServer iSeries platform. tis а comprehen- 
‘ive and flexible solution designed to meet the in- 
formation processing and management challenges 
facing the finance industry today. Present during the 
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signing are (seated from let): Lee Tien Poh, senior 
vice president for services, MPI; Joaquin Quintos 
IN, country GM, IBM Phils; Lim Hong Tat, president 
and CEO, MPI; and Alfredo Nubia, president, RCS. 
Joining them are (standing from left): Pia Azarcon, 
IBM; Janine Laygo, RCS; Ellen Escalante, RCS; 
Wilmer Tam, MPI; Victor Francisco, RCS; 
Oncinian, MPI; and Chris Padila, IBM. 
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NEW BMWS TAKE FLIGHT AT LA FINCA FARM AND COUNTRY RESORT 


La Finca Farm and Country Resort went into a buzz re- 
cently when sleek BMW cars and motorcycles cruised 
into йв ус community in Lipa Git, Batangas. BMW 
Autohaus Driving Experience provided a rare opportu- 
nity for La Finca homeowners and guests to cruise 

along the streets of ts exclusive neighborhood via a 

test run of the latest models of BMW such as the 1,3, 
5, ХЗ and X5 series as well as the Motorad motorcy- 
des. La Finca is a premier residentialfarm community 
that has its own private Country Cub, a quaint fishing 


The Tikim Fever is on 
"MAKUHA KA SA TIKIM" IS ONCE AGAIN 
looking tor the next ultimate cooking diva forts 
second season. A partnership between 
Unilever’ Knorr and ABS-CBN, "Makuha Ka Sa 
Tikim” is Philippines first coking showdown 
on television which celebrates today’s Fiipino 
Women and their penchant for cooking. The 
first season has halled Fatima Canda from Zam- 
boanga as its Ultimate Cooking Diva. Catch th 
action as Cooking Divas from all over the coun- 
try showcase their talent with the succeeding 
pre-season episodes ofthe eliminations inthe 
Visayas to be shown on Jan. 28 and in Min- 
darao on Feb. 4 Watch out for the announce 
ments aired in ABS-CBN, trop to the audition 
centers and whip your best recipe for the cook- 
ой. Who knows, you might be the next 
“Makuha Ka Sa Tikim" ultimate cooking dia. 


31st international 


Bamboo Organ Festival 
THE 31ST EDITION OF THE BAMBOO OR- 
an Festival wil take place at the St. Joseph's 
Church in Las Pinas City from Feb. 2 t0 9. 
from 830 to 9:30 p.m. Six concerts spread 
over 8 days wil once again showcase some 
of the finest sacred music works ever writen, 
witha spacial focus on the renowned Bam 
boo Organ which has been designated аз а 
Philippine national treasure, and which is 
housed in the church. The opening Gala invi- 
tational concert for sponsors on Feb. 2, with 
a repeat on Feb. 3 for the general public, Б 
antites Homage to Могат, as we celebrate, 
along withthe rest of the classical music 
world, the 250th birthday of Wolfgang 
Amadeus Mozart (1756 -91). The traditional 
pop outdoor performance, Concert Under the 
‘Trees, will take place on Feb. 4, and will fea- 
ture the AngFourGettables as quest artists, 
together with the A Cappella Manila and Karel 
Marquez. On Feb. 6, Russian organist Luba 
Sħishkhanova wil perform in Ап Evening of 
Organ Music. Fiesta Musika on Feb. 7 will 
have an almost completely Нрїпо program. 
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Learning music the fun 


and easy way 

THE ROYAL SOUND OF MUSIC STUDIO 
recently began operations o serve the growing 
needs of music - loving Filipinos of al ages. 
Conveniently located at the comer of P. Tuason 
St and 13th Avenue in Cubao, n front of PNB 
А Mall, Royal boasts of the latest state-of-the- 
art musical instruments, studios and equin- 
Trent avalable in the market today. More im- 
women Royal provides the musica expertise 
© qualified professionals. According to Major 
Т. Yee, EVP, Ryan Manal, AVP for operations 
and Roger de Leon, marketing manager of 
Foyal, “Apart rom professional competence 
we have chosen teachers that are warm, friend- 
ly, patient and are into the love of music." The 
music studio is open seven days a week from 
Sam to730 pm, Mondays to Thursdays, 
and Sam. to 8 pm. Fridays to Sundays. For 
interested partes, сай (02) 912-9386, or better 
yet, isthe Royal Sound of Music Studio. 


Godiva Skin Station offers 


diamond peel promo 

GODIVA SKIN STATION OFFERS THE BEST 
beauty dealin town: Buy 1 Take 1 оп Diamond. 
Peel treatment For a febulousy atfordabl price 
of oniy P2200, you can aval of two sessions ot 
the Diamond Peel and also geta free Vitamin С 
Jonctherapy with every session. The Diamond 
Peel is today's most desirable alternative in skin 
care where immediate visibie resus include in- 
reas skin firmness, more even skin tone, 
minimized pores, reduced pigment marks and 
Scars, and minimized appearance of stretch 
та. The Vitamin C lonotheray is a perfect 
booster treatment folowing the Diamond Рев. 
lonotherapy uses mild gaivanic current to aid 
deep skin penetration of Um C serumto 
heip fight wrinkles and reduce skin damage 
caused by free radicals. The promo is unti Jan. 
t oniy. For inquiries, cal 751-6140 (Godiva 
Skin Station Malati Bel-Air) or 939-1105 (Go- 
Фа Sen Station SM Fairview Annex) 


DLSU Grand Alumni 


Homecoming 

DLSU CELEBRATES ITS GRAND ALUMINI 
Homecoming on March 4, at the De La Salle 
University, Manila Campus. Dubbed “One La 
‘Salle: sarap maging Berde" the event kicks off 
21430 p.m. міла Mass followed bya pro- 
(am of awards and entertainment, plenty of 
food and drinks, bands and dances and fire- 
works. Thousands of alumni from al batches 
and al coleges, high school and grede school 
are expected to attend. Ticket is at P500. The 
Host Gass в the Siker Jubilarian Class 81 
while the Diamond and Gold are co-celebrants. 
Proceeds wil go to scholarships as wel as the 
"One Milion Trees reforestation initiative of the 
university. Preshomecaming events, as рап of 
the bid up. include a Ore La Salle Badminton 
Toumament on Jan. 28 at the Power Smash, 
Pasong amo, Макай City and the traditional 
Br. Benedict Golf Cup on Feb. 27, at the Sta. 
Elena Golf & Country Club. Interested parties 
please cal the De La Sale Alumni Association 
21 524-4611 to 26 or visit www.disaa.com. 


Real estate briefing 

A REAL ESTATE DEVELOPER IS HOSTINGA 
big gathering of real estate brokers in the coun- 
try on Jan. 30, to discuss ways on how they 
can tuly gain trom the bright prospects of he 
realestate industry in 2008. The event, spon- 
sored by One Asia Development Corp, s open 
iol real estate brokers I wil be held atthe 
Grand Ballroom of the Dusit Hotel Nikko along 
Pasay Road in Makati Ciy from 3 pm. to 7 pm. 
on Jan. 30. Contact 687-5135 or 634-0513 for 
registration. The highlight of the event will bea 
realestate business briefing wherein One Asia 
wi present industry prospects, profile of the re- 
al estate market, and a listing of impressive ral 
estate projects, The event secs о һер real es- 
tate brokers translate the bright prospects for 
the industry nto actual sales, by providing them 
a thorough knowiedge ofthe reai estate market 
în their communities and pointing them to qual- 
iy projects that are in highest demand. 


lagoon circled by picnic groves and a kiddie play- 
gound. It also has a horticultural arm. Nursery, which 
takes care of the planting. propagation and harvesting 
tor individual farms of lot owners. Know more about 
the wonders of La Finca Farm and Country Resort. 
Call 889-8588, 886-4004 to 08 or 889-9999, or fax at 
889-0062 or vist wwvilafinoa com. ph. Photo shows 
the key executives and staff of La Finca Farm and 
Country Resort and BMW Autohaus pase during a 
photo opportunity heid in Lipa City recently. 
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Out Love Clips 7 
My Car 2’ v4 
INVITING ALL CAR ENTHU- 

sists, join the Philippine Soci- 

tty of Mechanical Engineers (PSME)-Mapua 
Student Uni "Ритрей Out Love My Car Part 2" 
as part of the Mapua on Sale Part 2 and the 
st Foundation Day of Mapua institute of 
Technology, to be held on Jan. 27, 8 a.m. atthe 
Mapua Campus For details lease contact An- 
оёз Loresco - PSME MIT Student Uni presi- 
dent at 922-3994698/09 5-485460. 


XanGo holds ‘City Тай 


at Shangri-La Hotel’ 
XANGO, LLC, RECOGNIZED CREATOR OF THE 
mangosteen supplement category, welcomes 
al its distributors and participants in a special 
city conference to be held today, 7 p.m. at Rizal 
C Ballroom of the Shangri-La Hotel in Макай 
City. All independent distributors are requested 
to attend this special event with Хапбо top 
direct marketers who will personally deliver 
the marketing updates, reports, and calendar 
of activities for this year. This cin talk will pro- 
vide them first-hand updates on the activities 
of the company. For inquiries about XanGo's 
“City Talk t Shangri-La Hotel", please contact 
818-1494 or 0920-5003347. 


оС Homecoming 

OUR LADY OF LORETO COLLEGE WILL 
hold its alumni homecoming on Jan. 29, 
Sunday, to be held at the Legarda Campus. 
Class '66 are enjoined to attend this affair. 


UST-EHS Golden jubilee 
CLASS 56 OF UST EDUCATION HIGH 
School (EHS) will old its Golden Jubilee 
Reunion atthe Dragon Gate Restaurant, 
Roxas Blvd. on Feb. 18, at 6 p.m. Contac: 
Rolly Gil-741-1260, Amancia Marcelo - 
(0919)863-2674, Chit Fortuny - 722-5759. 
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CHINESE NEW YEAR WITH CHINA BANK. 

Jan. 29 marks tha start of the year of the Fire Dog according to the Chinese 
Lunar Calendar. It is said to possess the best of human traits - loyalty, hon- 
esty and confidence in people. The Fire Dog is believed to bring prosperity, 
‘good health and success to anyone In the 4704th Chinese Year. To welcome 
the Chinese New Year, homes and offices are adorned with charms meant to 
balance ‘chi’ and Invite positive karma. China Bank, in 15 many years of suc- 
cess, has come up with Its own traditions-one of which is sharing a tasty 
treat. On Friday, Jan. 27, all of China Bank's 141 branches nationwide wili 
treat China Bank clients to free fortune cookies. The fortune cookie, а swoet 
ending toa scrumptious Chinese meal, is a fun way of divining the futuro. 


through words of wisdom. ‘It has been our tradition to мејсото the new 
year with warm smiles and fun activities with our cllants. I's our way of 
thanking them for thelr trust and support In tho previous year, and for our 
continued partnership with them In the coming years,’ shares branch bank- 

‘group head and SVP Nancy D. Yang. China Bank is the first privately 
‘owned local commercial bank in the country. Making its clients’ success its 
business for almost nine decades, the Bank continues to davelop and offer 
products and services that are attuned to the times, Including China Bank 
Online for Internat and mobila banking. As 2005 closed with a milestone, 
may China Bank be yout partner In another ува! of good fortune, 
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URGENT 
Awell-established security agency 
‘operating nationwide needs: 
CERTIFIED PUBLIC 
ACCOUNTANT 

Well versed in all aspects of 
‘accounting documents, methods 
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“The Metro Homes Division of 


FILINVEST LAND, INC. 
and procedures; 


OPEN HOUSE ON JAN. 29 
| Knowledgeable in general 
I=. | ‘accounting, payroll, SSS, 
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< ACCOUNTING CLERK 
College graduate, Major in 
| Accounting: 
14 C5 Nr The Fot | f- Seen ropor-wting 
e e preparation of billing, and filing. 
por En Qualified applicants may apply in 
person or in writing to: 
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Haiayen Plaza Cal 634-1212 
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ALMORANAS, ERECTION 
PROBLEMS ® hts 
INFERTUTYINPOTENCE 
MOLEICYSTISCARREMOVAL 
KELODPAP SMEAR 


San Pedro, Laguna 


No Downpayment! 5 years at 0% Interest!* 
"Selected Lots only 
Only TEN (10) minutes from Alabang 
via the San Pedro Exit! 


For inquiries, pls. call: 772-2745 
— — — 
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LOT FOR SALE 
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1% AUTOLOAN 788-0361 
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Uned Tree Car Loan Corp. 
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RATES 
P75 per line 
РОТ 
DEADLINES 
for reservations / cancellations / corrections 
Mondays to Saturdays Sundays 
12:00 noon 12:00 noon 
Day before publication every Thursday 


245 per column centimeter 


PHILIPPINE HEART CENTER. 
East Avenue, Quezon City 


is now accepting applications for 
Academic Year 2006 
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www-henrybutcher. 
SALE BY LIVE AUCTION 
OFFICE FURNITURE; SPLIT/WINDOW TYPE 
AIR CONDITIONING UNITS 


эн OVER 300 LOTS INCLUDING: - 

WORK STATION FURNITURE; CLERICAL / GUEST / 
EXECUTIVE CHAIRS; FILING CABINETS; STORAGE 
CABINETS; SPLIT/WINDOW TYPE AIR CONDITIONERS: 
At: 4th & 6th Floor, Jollibee Center, San Miguel Avenue, 
Ortigas Center, Pasig City 
‘On View: Saturday, 28th January 2006 from 9am to 1pm 
Refundable Deposit: Phps,000 (upon registration) 

For further information please contact Obert Cinco at 
Yet: 852 2910 foe. 111 Emall 
HENRY BUCHER INTERNATIONAL PHILS INC. 


Golndustry 
fin 182 tan lg, 670 Edsa, Pasay Cy 
[©] Henry Buikner sz 2067 or ase 4917:19 far Ne.: a31 9507 
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NOVENA TO THE MOST 
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OPPORTUNITIES OPPORTUNITIES _ 


Cook, Ma, зза cd, 
3 years exporionce In TALAN 
Food,  Mard-workini 
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Web Programmer 
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ANAME YOU CAN TRUST! 


BUY * SELL * PAWN 
ROLEX«OTHERS 


‘A OTHER SWISS WATCHES 
DIAMONDS | JEWELRY 
"WAPPRASAUPAST CASH 
REPARIFOLSH ANY WATCH 
"TI904.0404 + 034-2086 


Our Dearly Beloved 


RODOLFO RAFAEL "D0DJIE" E. MUNSAYAG 


Peacefully joined our Lord 
on January 22, 2006 at the age of 49. 


Bu тото 0158880070, 


For Salo Upgraded House & 
Lol 204sqm ЗВАМ rosen 
Laundry 
уки Nea Yard wishoond 
PAMAREAHILLS 
See 10 Apret 
[7 3 . d 


0 Honda сме VTI Matie 
эйт Liko naw 0817-2057000 


mr 
— 09213342305 


1996 MBenz E230 РІМ 
T4Sh8790 + 8525796 


His loving wife LIZA; children DIMPLE, RAQUI 
RAFAEL, RAISSA and RAMONA; mother LOURDES; 
brother ROBERTO, aunts, uncles, nieces, nephews and other 
relatives request the pious readers to pray forthe eternal repose. 
of his soul. 

His remains lie in state at COSMOPOLITAN FUNERAL 
HOMES, CEBU and has been cremated on Wednesday, January 
25, 2006. 

Necrological services will be held at La Salle Greenhills 
High School Chapel on Friday, January 27, 2006, 5:00 p.m. 
until Saturday, January 28, 2006, 12:00 noon. 


Las Pinas Hae N Lot Sale 
Las Pinas or Bacoor 
dnn zam B-new 

‘607 Lipat Agad 

Call 8209204788031 
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SWISS WATCH LOANS 
LOW Sh INTEREST 
AGENCIA DE MAKATI ыз 


MARIKINA Brow 488 3148. 
Jacun P3 2M 9487112 


Lots, H&L C5 nr Fort 
тйрй eee ben de 
Vv DP or Yetta No OP 
is Pr. Aya ПАП 


NEAR SHAW BLVD. 


Bnew Thso/3stey/3b0/3-410 


МЕ BUY AT HIGH PRICE 


ROLEX 


"Let the words of 


ons, Coaster, Bus, Гоо 
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Beloved Jack (Pops) 
John Joseph Hynes 


of Cappaghtagie, Ballinasloe, Co, Galway, Ireland. 


Died in the peace of our Lord, 
оп 24 January 2006 at the age of 77. 


He is survived by his wife Lulu; children & children-in-law Мане & 
Nonoy. Ging, Jun & Lisa, Chito, Julie & Ann, Lito & Lani, Paul, 
Edward & Sue; grandchildren Rachel, James, Karlo, Aris, Jack, 
Hannah, Mia and Aisling: his siblings & families in Ireland — Martin & 
Alice, Mary. Margaret, & Jimmy, Julia & Frank; sisters-in-law & their 
families in the Philippines Tessie & Eddie, Mila, Baby & Jojo; nephews 
and nieces, his other relatives, friends & former colleagues in Ireland & in 
the Philippines. 


His remains will be in Malate Catholic Church until the 4th of February. 
2006. Final Mass will be at the Columban House in Singalong to be followed 
by cremation rites at 12 o'clock at the Loyola Memorial Chapels & 
‘Crematorium in Guadalupe, The family is requesting prayers for the eternal 
repose of his soul. 
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#60 K2 Kamuning 


496-7186-0920-4930287 


5646593 5897041 
8603742 0917-8473744 


‘ive Сиз А Driver Servicos 
813-1975 8131976 


Cheap Van £931 394941 


my mouth meet 
your Favor, keep 
the thoughts of my 
heart before you, 
Lord, my rock, my 


BUYING ROLEX 
‘SWISS WATCHES BEST PRICE 


TAVITA OV Lasts Sc 30% 7269687 + 0937-8884040 
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Alonreceened эте 
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ША: 888577 3039788 
Qi. 426-2278 се 
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‘SLANG бк 189076017 — Wwe 
RUV: X СПУ 


150K 2 Move-In 
Brand ow Condo 248R 
Naor fed. 


ERITAGE PARK 


FORT BONIFACIO 


Let our Funeral Home & Crematory ease your burden 


Elegant & Spacious Chapels *US-made Caskets «Catered Meals 
«Flowers by Holland Blooms «Imported Registry Books & 

Thank You Cards · Personalized Guest Information Cards 
*Horse-drawn Hearse or Cadillac De Ville Hearse · Obituary Ads 


845-2440 * 845-2334 to 38 


Mitsubishi revs up 
for better year 


‘Automotive Manufacturers of 
the Philippines Inc. showed 
that MMPC sold about 13,000 
units last year to land me No. 2 
spot in the overall rankings. 

Also, the company sold 
1,608 passenger cars in 2005 
or 11.6 percent less than in the 
previous year. 

MMPC cornered 4.5 percent of 
the passenger car market lost 
year, which means it ranked sev- 
‘enth among a dozen competitors. 

Dizon said MMPC planned 
to roll out at least three new 
models this year, including a 2- 
liter Lancer in the second quar- 
ter and a Triton pick-up in the 
fourth quarter. 

The official added that the 
firm was working on a "surprise 
model that it hoped would help 
counter the adverse effect of the 
new value-added tax law on 
market growth. 


By Ronnel W. Domingo 


MITSUBISHI MOTORS PHILIP- 
pines Corp. yesterday launched 
a new Galant model in a bid to 
improve its share and brand 
presence in the passenger car 
market segment this year. 
MMPC senior vice president 
Melchor R. Dizon said the new 
car, dubbed Galant 240M, was 
the ninth-generation of the 
firm's full-sized sedan. 
Mitsubishi first introduced the 
Galant in the Philippine market. 
in 1969. The eighth-generation 
Galant was rolled out in 1998. 
"We hope to sell 600 units of 
theGalant ttis year, which would 
mean a 10-percent growth in our 
sales of luxury cars,” Dizon said. 
He added that MMPC aimed 
to sell at least a thousand more 
vehicles year-on-year. 
Data from the Chamber of 


Earn 8.095 TAX-FREE interest! 


Open a 5-year 
PSBank Prime Time Deposit now! 
* Affordable at PhP50,000. 


Guaranteed fixed rate for 5 years. 
* Monthly payout of interest earnings. 


Quoted rate is оп pr annum basis and subject to change without priar notice, 
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Inflation slowed down 
to 6% in Jan, Neda says 


Stronger peso helped lower prices of goods 


By Michelle V. Remo 


INFLATION WAS EXPECTED TO 
have slowed down in January to 
between 6 and 6.3 percent from 
the same period last year, as the 
strengthening peso helped lower 
prices of imported products. 

This was the projection made 
by the National Economic and 
Development Authority (Neda), 
which said the deceleration of in- 
flation would temper the effect of 


crease in the value-added tax 
(VAT) rate that will take effect in 


n measures the rate of 
increase in the prices of basic 
commodities. 

An inflation of 6 percent means 
thata basket of goods worth P100 
ow costs P106. 

Dennis Arroyo, Neda director 


for policy and planning, said the 
government agency estimated 
that the peso averaged at 52.7 
against a US dollar in January 
compared with 53.61 recorded in 
December. 

This means that $1 worth of 
imports can be bought for only 
Р52.7 compared with P53.61 in 
December. 

“This gives consumers some 
room for flexibility when the VAT 
hike is implemented,” he said. 

The VAT rate would be raised 
from 10 to 12 percent starting 
Feb. 1 to comply with the recently 
implemented VAT Reform Law. 

‘The law, which also expanded 
the coverage of VAT to include oil 
and power, among others, is the 
Arroyo administrations key re- 
form measure to address the 
country's budget deficit. 

Last December, year-on-year 


inflation already slowed down to 
6.6 percent after hovering in the 
7-percent mark in the previous 
months. 

‘Average inflation for 2005 set- 
tied at 7.6 percent, coming in be- 
low the government's forecast of 
between 7.7 and 7.9 percent, but 
over the original target of be- 
tween 5 and 6 percent. 

Midway last year, authorities 
already admitted that the infla- 
tion target of 5 to 6 percent was 
no longer realistic given the un- 
expected increase in world oil 
prices. 

The appreciation of the peso 
against the US dollar was partly 
attributed to the growth in the re- 
mittances from overseas Filipino 
workers (OFWs) and optimism 
brought about by the improving 
fiscal climate. 

OFW remittances were esti- 


A VITAL PART OF YOUR SECURITY 


(DEALERS ARE WELCOME 


12 


mated to have hit a record high 
last year of about $10 billion. 

Arroyo said that aside from 
strengthening of the peso, lower 
power rate hikes this month was 
expected to temper inflation. 

The slowdown in power rate 
hikes was said to be brought 
about by a reduction in systems 
losses of power firms, he 
added. 

The threat of an increase in 
pump prices by an average of 50 
centavos from the December lev- 
els was one of the factors seen 
causing product prices to go up in 
January. 

Neda earlier projected that av- 
erage inflation for the whole of 
2006 could settle at between 8 
and 8.5 percent, but Arroyo said a 
continued appreciation of the pe- 
so would ease inflationary pres- 
sures. 
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For more info please contact our dealers: Manda Alabang Filinvest Corporate City, Alabang Zapote Road, Alabang, Muntinlupa City, Tel. то. 7723168, Fax 7723170 
+ Mazda Greenhills 202 EDSA cor. Rochester ем, Greenhills East, Mandaluyong Сау, Tel. no. 7221102, Fax 7223138 * 


‘to, боли, зек Cty, Tel по. 7123355, ex 7422080 + Manda Макан 2723 Chino Roces Avene former Pasong Tarna), Maka Cty, Tel, пе. 7511235 to 36, Fax 512237 


Mazda Quezon Avenue 721 Quezon Ave, 
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And lots 


OVEN-BAKED Gold. P кїп Puffs n 
3 of fruits, 


FENG SHUI 2006 É з a which 
Eat your way S i i symbolize 
togood luck good luck 


ROASTED Beijing Duck 


By Vangie Baga-Reyes ples for peace and safey; man-  Havegiftsofgood luckmoneyin for good luck, four pieces of celery 
Barin oranges for more children special red envelopes called am- with roots for a job promotion, 
“FILL YOUR DINING who will bring good luck; and ba- happiness and longevity" Chau 


0. 
table with lots of food to mans Which means more money А: е stroke of midnight, the says. “Don't forget to add lettuce 


e  Decsuseitlooks like a hand. de сонет shou be Sip for material comfort and ed car. | 
assure prosperity an The huge amount of food pre- two pieces of ampao inside for woes for good fortune.” ы 
abundance in the New pared at this time also symbolizes prosperity. On the first day of Chinese New | 
Year" says Hong Kong- wealth and good fortune for the “Add one piece of spring onion 
based geomancer Joseph household. 


Chau, feng shui consul- Other geomancy tips wy 2 T Vor Cnt Pt 
tant of Manila’s Mandarin serve dishes with eggs. The Chi- Е à 
Oriental. nese believe eggs symbolize fertili 

Yes, 2006 is the Year of the Fire ty Egg or spring rolls have the | : 
Dog. And if you're the slightest bit shape of a gold bar, thus, they are Б Timex. Sirect, Wont Triangle, 0. 
БОЕ and you wl ale the op. ofen served on New Year asa sym- | Pulcacies Village, Tiendosites, Ortigas Avo. cor С-Б, Pasig 
portunity provided by the Chinese bol of wealth and prosperity: i 
New Year celebration to invite Don't forget the noodles, which 
good luck into your life. stand for longevity. Fish must be 

Given the important role food served whole as a symbol of to- 
plays in Chinese culture, it is not  gethemessand prosperity " — ашар — e 

е Р sam from Mr. Lu ("the best Chinese culinary Instructor 
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ulcelin Gourmet's Mango Torte 


es whipped 


EI 


authentic Chinese dishes. Learn your lifetime asset now. 
Chau suggests ways to make the riage and the coming together of vals acacia as нан. 
Chinese New Year which begins families (serving the bird whole Morning classes: 9:30 - 11:30 AM Afternoon classes: 1:45 - 3:45 PM 
Jan. 29, auspicious for everyone. emphasizes family unity). Lotus Chicken feat, Spicy spare ribs, Siomal 

"Place five kinds of fruits, except seeds mean fertility. Mu MO зан тран. Wea ететан. 
pear because it’s considered an un- But fresh bean-curd or tofu is a Pancit Canton, Fried tresh scallops, Stuffed "Tong Kong” 
lucky fruit,” Chau says. Fruits no-no. It is white, which signifies ^ „ 
mean a rich harvest. death and misfortune to the Chi- 3 | Маша sada, mushi sarees. Boe! bay clear soup. 

Puta plate of oranges in the cen. nese. j Crystal srein balls, Sur fred shrimp balis wiih vegetable, 
ter of the table to symbolize good То keep the family closer, Chau Бопе rete vi эй and cui, Smoked pampano with савор 
luck. Chau says the shape of the suggests putting a tray of candies . D bean curd soup 
fruits is not really important. You on the table. “Candies represent ZONETOENROUASAP TO GET THE FRONT SEATS AND DISCOUNTS: 
Can prepare suha, for long Ме; sweemess so they make the house ei TOR COMPLETE LIST Or eee AND SD Pik 
pineapple for lots of luck; red ap- a home sweet home.” — писта Ё BEAUTIFUL LAMINATED CAROS FOR SALE 


It’s 2006: Live a little, save a lot. 


Iam 
"The luxurious executive sedan, Chevrolet Lumina, is now yours at P165,000 less the regular price. Plus with P80,000.00 worth of free gas cards or 
car insurance, or Chevrolet car parts and accessories from your Chevrolet dealer, you'll have-money to spare for your favourite indulgences: 
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Instant food slips through generation gap 


‘A REQUEST FOR A RECIPE OF SALPICAO 

» Was posted on the food website I was working 
‘on. A quick call toa friend, who seems to have 
recipes at her fingertips, was made and the 
answer dispatched, 

A day after, I received this reply: “It was the 
bomb!" 

Tt shocked me that my friend's recipe 
bombed. She was always a reliable source. 
‘She knew how to cook and was “kitchen-test- 
ed,” so to speak. 

‘When told my officemates about this, they 
almost fell off their chairs laughing. When 
they stopped the howling accompanied by 
‘Snorting and giggling, they explained that be- 
ing called “the bomb" was actually good. 

Tt was just one example of the generation 
gap in my work environment. And the gap is 
wider when people my age work in the com- 
puter world, My co-worker can be (and is) my 
lassmate's son and my son's classmate. Му 
portamoneda is their wallet and their gimmick 
is my outing. But the gap is more apparent 
during lunch at the pantry. 


| Country 
| COOKING 


Micky Fenix 


penser. 


‘Noodle’ generation 


appear after hot water is poured and indi 
ual flavors in packets are mixed. 


There am with my microwavable contain- 
ers standing in line to heat my food. I practice 
what I preach to my own sons—have lots of 
vegetables, only half of the rice requirement 
and, as often as possible, a main dish of fish. 
An observer will note that the line is short 
at the microwave. Its longer at the water dis- 


My young officemates are waiting to fill 
their cups loaded with every dry noodle you 
can imagine. Its either soup or pancit that will 


id- 


CENTER FOR ASIAN CULINARY STUDIES 
CAFÉ YSABEL RESTAURANT 
455 P. Guevarra Street, San Juan, Metro Manila 
Tel. Nos. 725-5089 / 726-9326 
www.cafeysabel.com 


Email: cafeysabel@mydestiny.net 


JANUARY FEBRUARY SCHEDULE 
RECREATIONAL AND ONE-DAY BUSINESS CLASS 


IBAKINGICÉASSES. 
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While they wait to let the hot water 
do its trick, they discuss the latest dig- 
ital games, the awful hacker who just 
wrecked their site, the best sports 
shoes (still rubber shoes to me). 

Since they know I can't bring my- 
self to eat those instant noodles, they 
tease me by debating on which flavor. 
and brand are the best. They enumer- 
ate canton, batchoy, sotanghon, ma- 
mi. The most hilarious name was yak- 
Boba. which they ай liked. 1 told them 
it’s the right word to describe instant 
noodle, Japanese or not. 

Perhaps the most eye-widening ex- 
perience was instant rice. Put some 
hot water, I was told, and you had 
rice. They liked to call it radioactive 
rice. The description seems popular 
with my “generation gap" friends be- 
cause one of them called his band Ra- 
dioactive Sago and another one 
named her blog Radioactive Gula- 
man. 

‘A country's cuisine evolves to in- 
clude what people like to eat. And in- 
stant noodles are now part of the Fil- 
ipino foodscape. Heaven forbid that 
instant rice should figure in it. 

‘An example of that evolution is the 
curry rice of Japan. Puzzled at just 
how curry figured in Japanese cui- 

lasted our host ata food confer- 
ence in Japan when curry became 
part of their menu. “Quite recently, 
during the Meiji period," was his re- 
sponse. Looking it up, 1 realized that, 
to a Japanese, the 19th century was 
"quite recent.” 


Japanese curry 

The question was asked because 
it's such a puzzle how curry worked 
with a cuisine that was orderly pre- 
sented. When served, curry rice looks 
like muck and its flavor doesn't seem 
to match up with soy, wasabi and 
dashi. 

‘The answer was revealed in a book, 
though I didn't know it at the time 1 
bought it. The "Wilder Shores of Gas- 
tronomy" (Ten Speed Press, 2002) 
was purthased because it looked 
promising since some of the names 
behind it were eminent food writ- 
ers—Alan Davidson and Elizabeth 
David. 


A GENERATION X rendition of Christmas food in crepe paper: puto 
bumbong, bibingka, tamales and queso de bola 


In its collection of essays was a 
chapter on curry rice, “Gaijin Gold: 
How the British Version of an Indian 
Dish Turned Japanese” by Keiko 
Ohnuma. She wrote about how the 
kare raisu or curry rice of her child- 
hood came to be. Yes, she confirmed 
that curry stew “was brought to Japan. 
on board British ships during the 
rapid opening to the West during the 
Meiji era.” 

She surmised that it flourished be- 
cause anything Western was fascinat- 
ing at the time. Together with the 
kare, people learned to love—and 
still’ do—deep-fried pork cutlets 
(tonkatsu), potato croquettes (ko- 
rokke) and hashed beef (hayashi) 
rice. 

Kare тази spread throughout 
Japan mainly because it's cheap con- 
venience food, a boon for the salaried 
men (office workers). It spoke to the 
new generation who wanted a more 
informal meal than the kaiseki ryori, 
the Japanese ceremonial meal with 
its “rigid formality.” And it took ad- 
vantage of innovations in food pro- 
cessing. 


Convenient 

When the curry packet was devel- 
oped, no one really needed to know 
how to cook curry. They merely had 


to open “hermetically sealed retort 
pouches” that didn't need refrigera- 
tion and would not have the after- 
taste of canned goods. 

Since the Meiji era, there have 
been other popular convenience 
foods—omuretsu (omelettes), 
aisukurimu (ice cream) and sandoichi 
(sandwich). 

During my stint with the dot.com 
company, it was easy to tell what was 
popular with generation X. Delivery 
guys were kept busy bringing ham- 
burger pizza, barbecue and "top- 
pings,” which were really viands 
placed on top of rice. 

‘What was encouraging, from my 
point of view as a Filipino food advo- 
cate, was how the favorite topping 
was adobo and that they ate as much 
pancit palabok as spaghetti. 

But what really made my heart 
flutter was one Christmas season 
when every desk in that office had to. 
compete in a décor contest 1 was 
asked to judge and the winner was a 
creative girl who made bibingka and 
puto bumbong, tamales and queso de 
bola out of crepe paper. 

Then and there I knew that this 
generation, though it loved instant 
noodles and was willing to try ra- 
dioactive rice, would not forget tradi- 
tional Filipino cooking. 


Chinoy merienda and ostrich dishes 


THE REGGIE ASPIRAS SCHOOL OF 
Culinary Arts is offering the following 
lasses: 

JAN. 27—My Chinoy Merienda 
(ail new): Siomai with Lobsters and 
Foie Gras, Duck Asado Siopao with 
Cherries and Foie Gras, Asado in Let- 
tuce Leaves and Plum Sauce, Chick- 
en Pops with Orange Sauce Chinese 
Style, Fish Noodle Chinese Style, Al- 
mond Lychee Maja Blanca 

Jan. 28—Traditional and Classic 
Roasts: Garlic-crusted Roast Beef 
Served with Three Sauces—Garlic 
Gravy, Caesar, Sun-dried Tomato and 
Yorkshire Pudding; Roast Pork with 
Delicious Corn Bread with Cream 
Gravy, Apple Calvados, Mango Chut- 
ney; Rack of Lamb with Honey 
Glaze, Mint Chutney and Raisin Pep- 
percorn Sauce 

Jan. 30—Chicken Barbecue (all 
new): Stuffed Chicken Barbecue, 
Brown Sugar Chicken Barbecue, 
Rum Chicken Barbecue, Barbecued 
Chicken with Carbonara Sauce; side 
dishes. 

Feb. 1—Ostrich, the Healthy Al- 
ternative (all new): Learn to roast, 
smoke and cook ostrich. Ostrich 
Roast with Gravy and Sauces, Os- 
trich a la Pobre, Smoked Breasts of 
Ostrich with Sauces, Grilled Ostrich 
Steaks; salads, side dishes and 
dessert 

Call 
6335162. 


Everyday meals 

The Center for Asian Culinary Studies 

will conduct the following classes: 
Jan. 26—Special Everyday Meals 

1, 1-4 p.m. Easy meals from Chef Gi- 


9289296, 9273008 or 


Food expo opens today 


‘THE FIFTH PHILIPPINE FOOD 
Expo will be held Jan. 26-29 at 
SM Megatrade Halls of SM 
Megamall Bldg. B, Mandaluy- 
eng City. 

Theme of the event is "Show- 
casing Our Best Food Forward." 
Itis organized by the Philippine. 
Food Processors and Exporters" 
Organization, Inc. (Philfoodex), 
in cooperation with Cut Unlim- 
ited. 

‘Seminars will be conducted 
on the latest trends in the food 
business. 

‘They include New Business 
‘Trends, Environmental Compl 
ance, Events Marketing: How to 
Choose Shows/Events for Your 
Products, Business on the Web: 
eCommerce Challenge for Ex- 
porters, Updates on Food Safety, 


no like Fried Mozzarella with Mari- 
mara Sauce, Gambas, Chicken 
Parmiggiano, Grape Salad, Fillet of 
Steak with Three Mushroom Gravy 
and Butterscotch Cream Pie. Fee is 
P1,300, including ingredients. 

Jan. 30—Cooking for Two, Part 1, 
14 p.m. Learn to prepare Duet of 
Pumpkin and Spinach Soup, Prosci- 
utto and Olive Pasta, Salmon Fillet 
with Dill Créme Reduction, Rib-eye 
Steak with Onion Demiglace and 
Garlic Mashed Potatoes and Mango 
Fritters with Chocolate Ginger 
Sauce. Fee is P1,300, including all in- 
gredients 

Jan. 31—Special Everyday Meals 
2, 14 pm. Learn such dishes as 
Stuffed Mushrooms, Salpicado, 
Chicken a la King in Phyllo Cups, 
Penne with Four-cheese Sauce, 
Salmon Meuniere with Lemon Dill 
Veloute, Bananas with Rhum and 
Raisins. You will also learn how to 
make homemade tomato sauce from 
scratch. Fee is P1,300, including all 
ingredients. 

The Center for Asian Culinary 
Studies is at 455 Р Guevarra St. cor. 
CM Recto, San Juan, Metro Manila 
(7269326/7255089).. 


Baking and cooking 

Dorothy's Cooking School will hold 
hands-on bread making classes Feb. 
1,3 and 11 at New Manila, Quezon 
City. Breads include sausage roll 
with spring onion topping, pan de 
sal, potato bread, siopao, ensaymada. 
Desserts like baklava, caramel coffee 
cake and baked orange cheesecake 
will be taught Jan. 30 while Korean 
recipes such as calbichim and chapca- 


he will be covered on Feb. 4. A three- 
day cake decorating workshop cov- 
ering fondant whimsical cakes, fig- 
ure-piping and hand-molding will be 
held Feb. 6-8. 

Dorothys Traveling Cooking 
School is scheduled to hold classes 
Feb. 16-18 in Davao. For inquiries. 
about Manila classes, call 7217735. 
For Davao, call (082) 2223494 loc. 
217. 


Japanese food 

Maya Kitchen offers ‘Traditional 
Japanese Cooking class, 3-6 p.m., 
Jan. 28. Dishes include popular 
items like Miso soup, Mixed Tempu- 
ra, Kamameshi, Assorted Sushi and 
Sashimi and Sukiyaki. Participants 
get a free Japanese cookbook. 

A class on catering, Jan. 27-28, 9 
a.m.-3 p.m., will feature legal and 
technical aspects of starting a cater- 
ing business, facilities, personnel, 
menu including portioning and 
quantification. Actual cooking will 
include Stuffed Chicken Thigh, Veg- 
etable Samosa, Spicy Chicken 
Wings, Eggplant Skordalia, Quiche 
Lorraine. Participants get a free 
catering cookbook. 

In Fundamentals of Bakery, Jan. 
31-Feb. 3, 9 a.m.-1 p.m., learn stan- 
dard baking techniques on the 
preparation of bread, quick breads, 
pies, cookies, cakes and endless bak- 
ing application using ready mixes, 

Visit Maya Kitchen (Tuesday-Sat- 
urday) at 8/F, Liberty Building, A. 
Arnaiz Ave. (formerly Pasay Rd.), 
Makati City. Call 8921185/8925011 
loc. 108. E-mail mkitchenQulti- 
mate.info.com.ph. 


Two-in-one 


and the Mindanao Investment 
Forum, 

Other special events include 
Creative Mango Product Con- 
test and an On-the-Spot Pinoy 
Kid Art contest. 

The Food Expo is supported 
by the Department of Trade and 
Industry the Department of 
Agriculture, the Buy Pinoy 
Movement of the Federation of 
Filipino Chinese Chambers of 
Commerce and Industry Inc. 
SM Megamall, the Center for In- 
ternational Expositions and 
Missions, the National Food Au- 
thority, the Philippine Exporters 
Confederation, Marke En- 
counter Goes to Manila Founda- 
tion, the Land Bank of the 
Philippines, and the Philippine 
Retailers Association. 


offer 


CHILTS OFFERS TWO 
grilled dishes in one plate for 
P420. The Mix and Match Grill is 
available for a limited time only. 

‘Choose any two dishes from Chili's all- 
time favorite grilled dishes: Baby Back 
Ribs, Shrimp and Salmon Skewer, Beef 
Salpicao and Monterey Chicken from the 
Mix and Match Grill. The choices come 
with Pueblo Rice and fresh veggies. 

A free bottomless glass of Coke comes 
with the order Feb, 1-28. 

Visit any Chili's restaurants at Mis- 
souri cor, Nevada Streets in Northeast 
Greenhills; Greenbelt 1 in Ayala Center, 
Makati, and Tomas Morato cor. Sct, Fer- 
nandez Streets in Quezon City. 
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LIFESTYLE 


ESTLÉ PHILIPPINES INC. PAID 
N tribute to Philippine coffee and the 

Filipino farmer when itheld a special 
Taunch of Nescafé Classic First Pick last week 
at the inner courtyard of historic San Agustin 
church in Intramuros, 

The new product is made of 100-percent 
Philippine-grown coffee, specially picked at 
the beginning of the harvest season. 

‘That's good news for local coffee growers. 


" The Philippines used to be among the world's 


leading coffee bean exporters until competi- 
tion became too stiff. As production dropped, 
sources said even local manufacturers had to 
import coffee beans. 

Now there's evidently a growing demand 
for the Filipino coffee growers’ produce. A 
tour of coffee farms in the highlands of Cavite 
and Batangas shows coffee growers are doing 
good business these days. 

Nestlé company alone gets coffee beans 
from about 100,000 farmers. This benefits in- 
directly some 300,000 people who are in 
some ways involved in the planting, harvest- 
ing, processing and trading of coffee. Nestlé 
‘has a farm in Davao that supplies 80 percent 
of robusta, a coffee variety, planting materials 
in the country. 

We tasted the new Nescafé Classic First 
Pick during its recent launch, and we do agree 
wich our hosts and product endorsers that the 
product, indeed, has a distinct rich taste and 
aroma. 

Guests during the launch were officials of 
the National Coffee Development Board that 
has given the product its seal of approval, the 
"Café Isla" stamp on labels. 

"The new instant coffee comes in two sizes, 
the 50-g box and 200-g jar. 


Broadband Internet 

Comment from E. Fernandez: "While it is 
true that high-speed broadband Internet con- 
mection spares subscribers from snail mail 
agony, it has not been able to filter out spam 
or unwanted e-mail. [In fact,] the spam can 
now come into our inbox several times faster 
than in dial-up connection.” 

On the subject of spam, PLDTmyDSL gives 
the following tips for keeping your E-mail in- 
box spam-free: 

‘© Never post your real e-mail address in fo- 
rums, websites and bulletin boards. Its like 
serving your e-mail to spammers on a silver 
platter. 

e When you register with an Internet site, 
make sure you do not give them the right to 
sell your e-mail address to their partners that 
may be spammers in masquerade. Watch out 
for tick boxes and read the text carefully be- 
fore you click “I Agree" to their conditions. 
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Eat your way to... 


From page ci 


Year, eat vegetables. On the sev- 
enth day eat a bowl of congee with 
red dates and peanuts for abun- 
dance. 

“Serve and eat as many lucky 
foods as possible on the New Year” 
Chau says. 

But, if youre not adventurous 
enough to cook Chinese food, most 
Chinese restaurants or hotels, like 
Mandarin Oriental, offers special 
New Year menus. 


Prosperity meal 


XTHAY, 


Mandarin Oriental has prepared 
a selection of "prosperity dishes" 
for those who will take part in the 
Chinese New Year celebration. 

A midnight dinner buffet at the 
ballroom and at Tin Hau will fea- 
ture dishes symbolic of good 
health, family unity, wealth and 
fortune. Dishes include deep-fried 
taro dumplings with chicken and 
mushrooms; marinated Pacific 
clams with sweet-and-sour sauce; 
braised shark's fin with fish maw 
and crab meat soup; fried rice with 
Chinese black mushrooms and 
chicken and Chinese sausages 
‘wrapped in lotus leaves; steamed 
live garoupa with minced pork in 
Szechuan chili sauce; braised dried 
oyster with black moss in brown 
sauce; and ice-chilled red ruby 
with coconut cream. 

A Chinese New Year special à la 
carte/Chef’s recommendation 
menu, available at Tin Hau until 
Jan. 27, includes crab meat broth 
with fish maw and conpoy; deep- 
fried king prawns with salted egg 
yolk served with mango chili 
sauce; wok-fried king prawns with 
dried chili in a taro ring; and 
braised pork trotters with mush- 
rooms and black moss in oyster 
sauce. 


FENG shui expert Joseph Chau 
with a wealth bowl for the Year 
ofthe Fire bog ce. 


‘The hotel has also lined up sev- 
eral activities to welcome the New 
Year, starting at 11 pm. on Jan. 28. 
A prosperity parade will start from 
the hotel and will cover Makati Av- 
enue, Cruzada Street and Paseo de 
Roxas. Leading the motorcade are 
Makati Mayor Jejomar Binay and 
Mandarin Oriental's general man- 
ager Helmut Gaisberger. 

‘Completing the lunar extrava- 
ganza are a Paai-Shan ceremony 
by Chau, lion and dragon eye-dot- 
ting ceremonies by the guests of 
honor, dragon and lion dances, 
fireworks, and firecrackers. 

On Jan. 28-Feb. 11, Beijing cui- 
sine takes center stage at Tin Hau, 
with guest chefs Qi Peng Tao Andy 
and Ma Meng Nick of Hilton Bei- 
Ing Hotel, who will be flown in by 
Philippine Airlines. 

For those wanting to fully enjoy 
the celebration, Mandarin Oriental 
offers special room packages. Call 
7508888. 


E-mail the author at vbaga@ 
inquirercom.ph 


MARINATED Chicken Shreds with Spicy Sesame Paste 


е Never click any link that invites you to 
unsubscribe. This is a scam telling spammers. 
that the e-mail address they sent a message to 
is still active—a cue to send more spam. 

if the e-mail header or sender looks sus- 
picious, don't bother opening it. These e-mail 
messages might contain tiny graphics that, 
when viewed, launches a program that regis- 
ters with the spammers, confirming yet an- 
other live e-mail address. 

Quit sending and replying to chain e-mail 
messages. They may be disguised programs 
used by spammers to collect e-mail addresses. 

‘© Be wary of spoof e-mail asking for your 
password, credit card number or other per- 
sonal data. 

Filter your e-mail. One of the most 
powerful ways to address your spam prob- 
lem is by setting the filter in your e-mail to 


Piccola Stalia Pisza 
Real Italian Pizza 


» Delivered to your nearest door 


мака 
88.92996; 
8189-5343 


‘Wtabaag 
Goveovva 
84200774 


reject messages containing obvious catch- 
phrases utilized by spammers. Free e-mail 
service providers like Yahoo and Hotmail 
come with filters and intelligent spam con- 
trol systems. Outlook Express and similar e- 
mail software are also equipped with filters 
that allow you to block incoming or delete 


New product may become coffee drinker’s first pick 


© Fight spam with software. If your e-mail 


is already infested with spam, try using a pro- 
gram developed specifically to seek, delete 
and block spam. Programs like McAfee 
SpamKiller, Norton Anti-Spam, Qurb and 
SpamCatcher will do the trick, 


E-mail the author at mygiron07@yahoo.com 
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‘ON MY WAY TO WORK, I 
passed by Monterey White 
Plains to pick up my Crown 
Roast. While waiting, I hovered 
around the freezer as 1 usually 
do and, to my surprise, saw the 
most heavily marbled tenderloin 
Thad ever seen! 

T looked at the meat in awe, 
scrutinizing it—Meltique beef, 
the label read. I thought, if it ac- 
fually tasted as good as it looked, 
then we had a winner! 

Last night, my gourmand 
brother, Manong Boy was in a 
qiandary. Hungry but not know- 
ing what to eat, I suggested he 
tied Meltique tenderloin, to 
Which he raised no objection. We 
fhawed it, thawed—dont you 
just love how culinary terms 
тирке the whole process sound so 
sosyal? 

In truth, he was famished, so 
we did the most primitive of 
methods—put the frozen meat 
pieces on a platito and turned on 
the electric fan, No time for ref 
thawing, he said, every minute or 
so checking if the meat was ready 
for the grill. When it was, with 
just salt and pepper, my brother 


KITCHEN 
‘RESCUE 


Reggie 
Aspiras 


joined him for dinner and, to 
our extreme delight, it was one of 
the juiciest of tenderloins we'd 
ever laid our forks and knives on! 
Panalo, as my brother put it! And 
Tagree! 

The Meltique secret is a highly 
developed method of inserting 
soluble oil into lean meat cuts to 
baste the meat internally 
through the cooking process, the 
perfected art of the traditional 
French "larding" process. This 
ensures that all natural juices are 
retained, resulting in fulefa- 
vored, tender, moist and succu- 
lent Aussie beef. 

For all steak connoisseurs, a 
must ook into Aside from the 
beef being excellent, the store 
makes life easy by delivering it to 
your doorstep. Monterey White 
Plains, tel. 9136933. 


MELTIQUE tenderloin tastes as good asit looks. 
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| LIFESTYLE. 
A winner of a tenderloin 


Tenderizing pork 
Ijust want to ask how I can 
make pork tender. I just had 
one of the toughest pork chops. 
And to think my cook just had it 
fried. The pork chop left over 
from Tasty Dumplings yester- 
day was even more tender. 
GILBERT 


‘That's the problem with pork 
chop. Ittends to be tough because 
it generally isa lean cut except for 
the strip of fat that lines it. 

In our house, we fry our pork 
chops until they're nice and gold- 
en brown, opting for a light crisp- 
mess. Which means, of course, 
they must be consumed immedi- 
ately or they become tough, too. 

What we do is pound our chops 
thin, about a fourth of an inch 
thick, with a meat mallet. We then. 
season with salt and pepper, mari- 
nate in loads of garlic and fry in hot 
oil. Remember not to overcook. If 
‘you do, the meat gets tough. 

‘Another way to keep pork chop. 
moist and soft is to bread it. Ifyou 
wish—though you don't have 
to—pound chops to make them 
slightly thin, then season with 
salt and pepper. If you want, you 
can marinate them first in some 
herbs, add garlic or even sprinkle 
with a bit of onion or garlic pow- 
dex. Just before serving, dredge 
the chops with flour, shaking off 
the excess. 

Beat an egg, adding a teaspoon 
of water, and dip the floured 
chop. Then dredge your chop in 
breadcrumbs, either regular or 
panko (Japanese), making sure 
that the chop is evenly coated 


ia 


MONTEREY'S beef 
cuts chart 


with breadcrumbs. Deep fry. For 
thicker breading, dip it one more 
time in the beaten egg mixture 
then again in the breadcrumbs. 

However, if you want a fool- 
proof method, try this and you 
will have tender, juicy chops all 
the time. This technique is perfect 
for grilled or even fried pork 
chops. 


Brined Chops 

ze milk 

S e water 

Bring toa boil. 

Tum off heat immediately. 
Add: 

Yacrocksalt 

Yesugar 

Mix until dissolved. Cool mix- 
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Store in freezer and thaw be- 
fore cooking. 

Pan-fry or grill. 

(I serve mine with apple sauce 
and mustard.) 


ture. Leave in refrigerator until 
cold. 

Add: 

2tsp rosemary 

ep thyme 

1 tsp sage 

2 tbsp mustard powder 

Jc garlic, pounded to paste 

2 bay leaves 

1 tsp cayenne pepper 

1 tbsp black peppercorns, 
whole 

Mixwell and add: 

2 kg pork chops, cut at least %- 
or Lich thick 

Leave chops to marinate at 
least 12-24 hours in the ref. 

If not cooking chops immedi- 
ately, take out of brining solution, 


I always look forward to 
‘Thursdays because of your col- 
umn іп the Ingumer. Do you 
have a diagram for beefto show 
which cut it is from? Please 
help and more power! 

GEMMA 


Sure do! Thanks, Darlene Vil- 
las of Monterey, for sharing the 
chart with Kitchen Rescue. 


For comments or suggestions e- 
mail raspiras@inquirercom.ph 


Feasts for Chinese New Year 


PEKING GARDEN offers special set 
‘menu in celebration of the Chinese 
New Year. The menu includes four 
kinds of appetizers. Shark's Fin 
Soup with Seafood and Bamboo 
Pith, Peking Duck, Golden Prawns 
with Salted Egg and Sesame Prawn 
Balls, Braised Dried Oysters with 
Sea Moss and Lettuce, Steamed La- 
-apu in Hot Chili Sauce, Deep- freeboxforevery . 
xd Peppercorn Crabs, Fried Rice purchase of 10 box 
with Maxim's Chinese Sausage, es 
Steamed Supreme Soup and Pork 
Dumplings and Sweetened Giuti- 
nous Balls in rice wine flavor for 
dessert, all at P12,800+ for 10 per- 
sons. Peking Garden, which serves 
northern Chinese cuisine, is at 2/L 
Glorietta 2, Ayala Center, Makati 
(8179066/9067). 


im Chinese Sausage Rolls and Hot 
Sweetened Almond Puree with 
Dumplings for dessert, good for 10 
persons at P12,800+. Jade Garden 
is at Greenbelt 1, Ayala Center, 
Makati (8922336, 8124548). Peking 
Garden and Jade Garden also offer 
special tikoyat 
P268/box, with one 


THE HERITAGE Hotel's Restaurant 
Riviera offers Lo Hei Fortune Buffet 
Jan. 28-Feb. 12. Buffet specialties 
include Yu Sheng Salad, Tsong Tsai 
Fan (special Mini Pot Rice with Chi- 
nese Sausage), Tsong Tsai Tong 
(Mini Pot Soup), Hoe Sifatt Choy 
(Braised Dried Oyster with Black 
Moss and Vegetable), Muar Chee 
(Glutinous Rice Ball Giazed with 
Grated Peanuts), among others. Call 
8548888. 


JADE GARDEN offers special set 
menu consisting of Sharks Fin 
Soup with Crabmeat and Crab Egg, 
Peking Duck, Dried Oyster Rolls 
with Sea Moss, Steamed Lapu-lapu, 
Steamed Crabs in Buko Juice, Baked 
Shrimps with E-fu Noodles, Max- 


RUSTAN'S EAST CREATIVE ASIAN 
(East Café) offers authentic Hong 


CRUSTASIA offers Vietnamese, Thai and Chinese dishes like the. 
Deep-fried Sesame Crab. The restaurant has branches at the G/F 
Powerplant Mall, Rockwell Center, Makati, and 3/L, The Podium, 
Ortigas. Call 7285463 or 6313857. 


DINING OUT 


Kong-style Chinese buffet Jan. 27- 
29. Diners will have a selection of 
genuine Chinese fare—from dim 
sum delicacies such as Crystal 
Prawn dumplings and East's signa- 
ture Fried Prawn Wanton to buffet- 
exclusive items Mapo Tofu, 
‘Steamed Chicken 
with-BlacieMush- 
тоол and, the all- 
time favorite, Pork 
Belly in Aromatic 
Soy and Steamed 
Fish with Chinese Ham Orange Soy- 
Call 8120233. 


MANILA Pavilion Hotel presents 
the Dimsum Festival featuring a se- 
lection of traditional Chinese cui 
sine. The menu consists of Pork 
Dumplings with Black Mushrooms, 
‘Steamed Asado Buns, Porridge 
with Pork and Century Eggs, Deep- 
fried Salad Prawns, Glutinous Rice 
Wrapped in Lotus Leaf, Steamed 
Chicken Feet with Black Beans, 
Deep-fried Sesame Balls, Deep- 
fried Taro Puffs, Pan-fried Radish 
Cake, Deep-fried Sesame Prawn 
Rolls, Steamed Spareribs with 
Plum Sauce, Steamed Scallop 
Dumplings, Steamed Fried Fish 
Balls, Steamed Crystal Prawn 
Dumplings, Coffee Pudding and 
Honeydew Tapioca. The Dimsum 
Festival is open for lunch and din- 
ner until Jan. 29. Call 5261212 lo- 
cal 2303. 


CROWNE PLAZA Galleria Manila's 
Xin Tian Di offers the traditional Yu 
Sheng to mark the new lunar year. 
Yu Sheng is a fish-meat platter com- 
bined with an assortment of ingredi- 
ents like shredded lettuce, carrots, 
turnips, red and yellow ginger, pick- 
led onions, jellyfish and sun-dried 
plums. This New Year's feast starter 
is prepared and served with sour- 
‘sweet sauce made from vinegar, 
plum sauce, salt, sugar and salad 
ой. Yu Sheng Platter is available for 
lunch, 11:30 a.m.-2:30 p.m., and 
dinner, 6-10:30 p.m., until Feb. 16. 


Call 6337222 local 7240. 


THE PENINSULA Manila's Nielsen's 
Restaurant offers Chinese Sunday 
brunch, 11:30 a.m.-2:30 p.m., Jan. 
29. Diners can choose from ай sorts 
о! “lucky” dishes symbolic of happi- 
ness, prosperity and good fortune. 
Call 8872888 local 2951. 


HYATT Hotel and Casino's Fireplace 
offers a taste of Australia, Jan. 26- 
Feb. 9. To be showcased are Aus- 
tralia's renowned outdoor dishes in- 
cluding Grain-Fed Beef Roast and 
Pepper Berry-Marinated Lamb Cut- 
lets. Diners can also enjoy the finest 
selection of King Island cheese spe- 
айе with a variety of premium 
wines from around Australia. Call 
2451234. 


THE CENTURY Park Hotel offers 
New Year rice cakes and chocolates, 
until Jan. 31, at the Deli Snack 
booth, Atrium Lobby. A special Chi- 
nese New Year Buffet will be avail 
able on Jan. 28 (lunch) and Jan. 29 
(lunch and dinner) at Café in the 
Park. Call 5285814/16. 


SUPER BOWL of China is giving 
away lucky gold representation гае! 
bars to mark Chinese New Year. 
Feng shui experts say the tae/ gold 
bar is a symbol of wealth and pros- 
perity. 

A minimum purchase of P750. 
(ane n or takeout), until Feb. 4, enti- 
ties diners to a boat-shaped gold rep- 
resentation of tae/ blessed by Bud- 
hist monks for a wealthier and more 
prosperous life. Super Bow of China 
Restaurants are located at Glorietta 
4; Jupiter St, Makati City; Festival 
‘Mall, Alabang; SM City North Edsa; 
SM Megamall; SM City Fairview; 
Promenade, Greenhills; SM San 
Lazaro; Blue Wave, Marikina; East- 
‘wood City Walk, Libis; Tomas Mora- 
to, OC, and atthe Gateway Mall, 
Araneta Center Also visit Big Buddha 
Restaurants in Greenbelt 3 and Blue 
Wave, Macapagal Avenue. 


SEYRAN ET 


LUK YUEN Noodle House offers three special tikoy treats: tikoy 
wrapped in coco jam dip, P45; tikoy squares, P45; and whole tikoy, 
P136. Luk Yuen Noodle House has branches at Glorietta 2, Cash & 
Carry (near Buendia, Makati), Alabang Town Center, Greenhills 
Shopping Center, and SM Megamall. 


Special ‘tikoy’ promo 
SHANGHAI BISTRO CELE- 
brates Chinese New Year with a 
special promo of tikoy and tea. 
Tikoy varieties available include 
a Single Big Fish Tikoy, P488 a 
box; Single Medium Fish Tikoy, 
P388 a box; Double Happiness 


Fish Tikoy, P688 a box; and 
Radish Cake, P288 a box. For 


every purchase of five boxes of 
tikoy, customers get a free can 
of Shanghai Bistro rea. 

Cali 8928870/8872 (Maka- 
ti) and 6877103/1861 (ОС). 
Shanghai Bistro is at 3/L of 
Paseo Center, Makati, and East- 
wood City Walk 2 in Quezon 
City. 


Now that you're thinking about a new home, call us. 


845-8772 


PSBank 


visit any of our branches today. 
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Association of Certified Public 
Accountants in Public Practice 


ACPAPP 


STRONGER AT 


New sero Officers 
and Hr C OTS announced 


‘THE ASSOCIATION OF CPAS IN PUBLIC 
Practice (ACPAPP) announces its roster 


of officers and board of directors with 
Jerome B. Constantino as the silver year 
president. 

Official induction will be held at New 
World Renaissance Hotel today at 7 p.m. 
The theme for this year is “Stronger at 
25: Driving Professional Excellence". 

‘The chairman of the Securities and 
Exchange Commission, Atty. Fe B. Barin 
will be the inducting officer and keynote 
speaker. She will lead tonight's gather- 
ing of top accounting and auditing firms 
in public practice nationwide. 

Now on it's 25th year, ACPAPP contin- 
ues its vision in advancing the profes- 
sional development of its member, pro- 
mote high professional and ethical stan- 
dards and assume a strong advocacy 
role in protecting the interest of CPAs in 
public accounting practice and the gen- 
eral public who uses the financial state- 
ments. ч 


2006 ACPAPP Foundation 
Board of Trustees 


з улы | Fill your phone 


REYNALDO S. ALTRE. я $ 
Executive Vice President 


RAMONA CARMELA R. TOLENTINO 
Secretary 


EMERITA H. ESCUETA 


Treasurer | Activate your MMS 
ERNESTO A: BANARIA Ч & GPRS now! 


Member 


ADELIZA S. ARELLANO 
Member 


GEORGE V. VILLARUZ 
Member 


JOSE S. TAYAG 
Member 


CARLOS B. BALMES 
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AYD. marketing corporation 
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T To activate both SMART MMS and SMART GPRS, text MMS ON and send 


tty j 
5 


IS Sto wach, Al SMS cont P230. Ine-on-demand for all except Addit Moble э: P1000; Addict Mobhe't 
Е fons. comments, or concerns, you may call the SMART Hotline at 688-111; "888 using your SMART cefont; the SMART 
M .. . race in excess of the FREE TEXT allocation apples), e«mall us әй иад 


а ота com ph, її our website at wmwamartcomph, or visit the SMART Wireless Center nearest you 
MAGSAYSAY MARITIME CORPORATION fi А " е ое SINT eS à 


® ‘Activate your SMART MMS & GPRS: 


The Big Picture 
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Rationale of the theme 


THE ACCOUNTING PROFESSION TODAY IS EXPERIENCING SIGNIFICANT TRANSFORMATION THAT 
requires new competencies, new services and new skills in the advent of emerging global markets, ad- 
vances in technology and new standards and regulations. There is increased competition locally and inter- 
nationally. 

Now, in its 25th year, ACPAPP is stronger and driven more than ever to achieve professional excellence as 
itplacesa strong focus on the quality of training requirements and continuing education of practicing CPAs 
that are relevant to today's market. Along with its role in professional development, ACPAPP constantly 
support our local regulators and standard setting bodies in implementing changes to improve transparen- 
cy and corporate governance in the business sector. More importantly, we continue to uphold our adher- 
ence to the highest ethical standards and professional excellence with a deep sense of integrity and social 


responsibility for the benefit of our profession as well as the business sector and our nation as a whole. 


Our Mission and Vision 


ACPAPP AS AN ORGANIZATION AIMS TO CONSOLIDATE THE RANKS OF ALL CPAS IN PUBLIC PRACTICE, 
enhance their professional competencies and promote strict adherence to the professionis Code of Ethics. 

Ttis ACPAPP's vision to see all Filipino CPAs in public accounting practice elevate to highly esteemed pro- 
fessionals, competently and excellently performing its assigned tasks in the world of business and gover- 
nance. 

To realize this vision, ACPAPP shall strengthen its linkages with all regulatory agencies of the government, 
strengthen its advocacy role and come-up with activities that will solidly unite its members and develop their 
technical and professional competencies. 
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How to join 


ACPAPP 


AS AN ACPAPP MEMBER, YOU ARE ENTI- 
Чей to the following benefits: 


1. Technical updates via seminars and work- 
shops on the following area: 


a. Philippine Financial Reporting Standards 
and Philippine Accounting Standards (PFRS 
and PAS). 

b. Philippine Standards of Auditing (PSA) 

c. Information on recent Rules and Regula- 
tions of the BIR, SEC, BSP-Monetary Board, 
BOC, BOI, PEZA and other government agen- 
cies. 


2. Monthly ACPAPP Bulletin / Newsletter 
3. Access to ACPAPP website. 


4. Assistance by way of informal consultation 
regarding accounting, auditing, tax and other 
governance issues 


Interested parties may contact the ACPAPP 
Secretariat at phone numbers (02) 753-4027; 
753-4028; 753-4089 or e-mail us at ac- 
papp2003G yahoo.com. You may also visit us 
at Unit 2308 Cityland 10 Tower 1, HV Dela 
Costa corner Ayala Avenue North, Makati City. 


INTRODUCING! 
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Our most cordial greetings to the Association of Certified Public Accountants in 
Public Practice (ACPAPP) as you celebrate your Silver Anniversary and induct your 
new set of board of directors, board of trustees of ACPAPP Foundation, and officers 
for 2006. 

Certified Public Accountants build bridges of communication and credibility with 
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various stakeholders. Whether they compile and analyze financial and non-financial 
data for management or attesting to financial statements as an independent auditor, 
CPAs are focused on ensuring that a timely flow of accurate information gets to deci- 
sion makers. Your work provides a reality check before your clients - be individuals - 
і Вас make important economic and investment decisions. 

We at the Securities and Exchange Commission are therefore gratified to know that on your 25th year, the 
drive toward professional excellence is still a continuing pursuit. This is a spirit that allows for current and 
future performance being surpassed by what has been achieved, performance that defies old limits and 
charts new territory. An ACPAPP that is better tomorrow than it was yesterday! 


дй _ 508000 
ZS 4 MABUHAY 
2006 EDITION 


‘To President Tonton Constantino and his Team: 

On behalf of the 2005 Board of Directors and Officers of ACPAPR I wish to extend 
‘our Congratulations to all of you. We believe that 2006 will be another banner year for 
ACPAPP as you address the burning issues of the day and move forward with all the 
plans and projects of the Association . 

‘This year is particularly important as we celebrate our 25 years of service to the 
membership and the CPA profession. АСРАРР is indeed Stronger and Driven more 
than ever, to achieve Professional Excellence. 

‘Again, our best wishes and congratulations!!! 
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GREG NAVARRO 
Immediate Past President 


This being the 25th Silver Year Anniversary of the Association of CPAs in Public 
Practice (ACPAPP), I extend with sincerity, my congratulations and best wishes to the 
Association and to the new 2006 "Silver Year" Officers and Board of Directors. 
in addition, 1 would like to acknowledge the significant accomplishments of the 
Past Presidents and Leaders of АСРАРР 1 personally salute them, the “Pillars of AC- 
РАР? who elevated our Organization to the height of success it has achieved today. 
‘They are not only triumphant in their respective careers, but have also dedicated their 
leadership in promoting professional excellence and improving our competencies as 
Filipino CPA's in Public Accounting Practice. As I bear the torch of leadership in 2006, I 
pledge to bestow only my very best to this endeavor. 

1n our Silver Year, our chosen theme is “Stronger at 25: Driving Professional Excellence.” This places a 
strong emphasis in our commitment to professional excellence and adherence to the highest ethical stan- 
dards, particularly in today's environment. 

"The advent of new business trends, emerging global markets, advances in technology and new accounting 
and auditing standards all pose challenges to the practice of our profession today. These require new compe- 
tencies, new services and new skills. Now more than ever, should we place а strong focus on the quality of 
continuing professional education and develop training requirements of Filipino Practicing CPAs that are 
relevant to the needs of today’s markets. 

Now, in its 25th year, ACPAPP continuously fulfill its commitment to enhance experience among Filipino 
CPAs Along with its role on professional development, ACPAPP constantly support our local regulators and 
standard setting authorities in implementing changes to improve transparency and corporate governance in 
the business sector. In driving professional excellence and adherence to ethical standards, ultimately, our 
profession fully benefits, as well as the business sector and our Nation as a whole. 

We are faced with profound challenges to this, our Silver Year, but with the enthusiastic and continued 
support of our Officers and Board of Directors and the entire membership, 1 am confident that we can meet 
these challenges and convert them into more positive opportunities. 

‘On behalf of the Silver Year Officers and Board of Directors of ACPAPE 1 would like to extend my heartfelt 
gratefulness for your valuable, never ending support and active participation in the success of our organization, 
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President - Silver Year 2006 
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